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LLeessssoonn   ##11::    WWee  aarree  nn oott   aall oonn ee!!!!!!  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

I was at a gas station a couple of years ago when 

I encountered a couple of individuals who had 

long black coats and were both wearing white 

shirts and black ties.  My first thought was, ñOh 

no!  I am in the matrix!ò  Anyways, they 

approached me while I was pumping gas and 

were very friendly and seem to just want to talk.  

It was very cold and wet outside and 

conversation was the last thing on my mind.  

After a while these gentleman told me that they 

were from the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter-

Day Saints (i.e. Mormon Church).  I told them that my name was Robbie Mackenzie and that I 

was a youth minister for the Main Street church of Christ.  Immediately I could sense tension in 

both parties and so to ease the anxiety a little I offered them a ride back to their house.  They 

promptly refused but asked if there were any service projects the church participated in that they 

could lend a hand.  I promptly refused and said that we were ok but wanted to talk with them 

more about what they were doing.   

 

It wasnôt long before they were in my office and I found myself ready to engage in discussion.  I 

studied some books and articles about the Mormon Church and was prepared to answer any 

fallacious argument about what they taught and believed.  I thought, as I was about to tear into 

them about the dangers of what they believed, that I would serve them better if I got to know 

them.  So I asked them questions about where they came from, what they did in high-school and 

what their plans were for the future.  I knew enough about Mormon missionaries to know that 

they serve for a mandatory period of 2 years.   

 

We met a few more times after that and I talked about my journey to Christ and my relationship 

with him and they discussed what their church taught and what they believed.  It was never 

heated and it was informal for both parties.  I did not combat them about doctrine but chose, 

instead, to get to know them first.  It was not long that ñElder Brazzellò and ñElder Tysonò left 

and returned back to Utah and Nevada.  I hope they will remember who I was and that I 

represented the church of Christ in a manner worth of Christ.   

 

I learned a lot about the LDS Church in those few weeks but I also learned that there are so many 

different faith groups out there and we are just a speck on the map in comparison.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:    What are some experiences you have had with people of 

different faith persuasions? 
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 What was it like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 How did you respond? 

 

 

 

 

 

discussion 
 

 

In the Greco-Roman world there were many different religions, gods and practices (polytheism).  

A typical practice of Grecian paganism was to sacrifice an animal to a particular god and then 

the rest of the animal would be eaten by worshippers.
1
  You could probably name some of the 

familiar gods in Graeco-Roman paganism like Zeus, Hermes, Hades, Aphrodite and Poseidon 

(mostly because of the movies we watch) but did you know that the Greeks and Romans had 

gods for just about everything?
2
   

 

 Ares ï God of war.  

 

 Dionysius ï God of wine, civilization, law and peace.   

 

 Eros ï God of love, lust, fertility, and sex (where we get the word erotic from). 

 

 Hypnos ï God of sleep and dreams (hypnotist).           

 

Nike ï Goddess of victory, athletic events, military battles, and good fortune (now you 

know why they chose the name for the shoe brand).   

 

Prometheos ï God of fire and craftsmanship. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:    If you were confronted with that type of paganism what are 

some things you would do to handle that situation? 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                 
1.  H. Wayne House, Charts of World Religions, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006): Chart 15.   

 

2.  Ibid., Chart 17.    
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Here is how the apostle Paul handled ité 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athens was a very affluent city and practiced the latest religions of the day and anybody trying to 

share Jesus with these people would have to have some sort of knowledge about the religious 

customs and practices of the people in that city.  Notice some things Paul did that are important 

for our studyé 

 

 NUMBER ONEðHe Met Them! 
 

This may or may not be important you but Paulôs custom at the time was to go to 

a synagogue and apparently there was no synagogue in Athens so he went to the 

next best thingéa temple.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How much time do you spend with those who 

believe in something else be it another denomination or religion?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Kimball says, ñThe longer we are Christians, the fewer number of friends we 

have who are not Christians.ò
3
  Do you agree or disagree with this?   

 

 

                                                 
3.  Dan Kimball, They Like Jesus But Not the Church, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007): 43.    

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the 

Areopagus and said: òMen of Athens! I see 

that in every way you are very religious. For as I 

walked around and looked carefully at your 

objects of worship, I even found an altar with 

this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 

GOD. Now what you worship as something 

unknown I am going to proclaim to youó (Acts 

17:22-23). 
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 NUMBER TWOðHe complimented them! 
 

He said they were ñvery religiousò and this must have been a shocker to them as 

they probably prepared for Paul to rip apart every god or goddess that he came 

across.  Instead he said that they were very religious and this impressed Paul.  

When I met with the Mormon missionaries one thing I did was to compliment 

them on their courage to go out into an unfamiliar context and try to convert 

people to something they were so dedicated to.  I mean, how many of you would 

be willing to delay a marriage, a career and college all for going to a far off place 

for a couple of years to teach others?     

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What benefits do you see in complimenting 

others in what they believe?   

 

 

 

 

Do you think it is even necessary to compliment others especially if 

you disagree with them? 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 NUMBER THREEðHe knew them! 
 

Luke records that Paul ñwalked and around and looked carefullyò at their objects 

of worship.  The Greek word Luke used (anatheǾreǾ) means to examine 

something carefully (cf. Heb. 13:7).
4
  Paul did not just come up with a speech 

about God without first trying to understand who he was speaking to.   

 

Paul knew exactly what they believed in and what they did not believe in.  That 

was how he found the ñhookò with an idol containing the inscription ñto an 

unknown god.ò  He was able to preach to them what they did not know based on 

Paulôs assessment of what they did know.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What are some practical ways we can get to 

know people who believe (or maybe donôt believe at all) in different things?   
 

 

 

 

                                                 
4.  Walter, Bauer, F.W. Danker, William F. Arndt, and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek- English Lexicon of 

the New Testament and other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed, (Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2000): 63.  
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It is said that there are 22 major religions in the world not counting all of the divisions in each of 

those religions.  Adherents.com ranks the religions by the most adherents (those who follow the 

religion) to the least adherents.  Below is the list:
5
 

 

1. Christianity: 2.1 billion 

2. Islam: 1.5 billion 

3. Secular/Nonreligious/Agnostic/Atheist: 1.1 billion 

4. Hinduism: 900 million 

5. Chinese traditional religion: 394 million 

6. Buddhism: 376 million 

7. Primal-indigenous: 300 million 

8. African Traditional & Diasporic: 100 million 

9. Sikhism: 23 million 

10. Juche: 19 million 

11. Spiritism: 15 million 

12. Judaism: 14 million 

13. Baha'i: 7 million 

14. Jainism: 4.2 million 

15. Shinto: 4 million 

16. Cao Dai: 4 million 

17. Zoroastrianism: 2.6 million 

18. Tenrikyo: 2 million 

19. Neo-Paganism: 1 million 

20. Unitarian-Universalism: 800 thousand 

21. Rastafarianism: 600 thousand 

22. Scientology: 500 thousand 

 

When you think of Christianity in the general sense some argue that there are 20,000-30,000 

different denominations in the world.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How many different faith groups (Christian and non-

Christian) can you name from people you know at school or work?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5.  See http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html   
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It can be a little overwhelming to think about all of the different groups and so I want to ask two 

questions to stimulate your thoughtsé 

 

 DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Why are there so many religions?   

 

 

 

 

  Do all religions lead to God regardless of their claims?  Why or why not? 

 

 

  

 

In the next few weeks we are going to look at the issue of Christianity and how we approach 

people of different persuasion.  Some questions implied in our study areé 

 

y What do I believe? 

 

y What do my friends believe? 

 

y How do I have a discussion with someone that believes differently than I do? 

 

y What are some practical suggestions to help me evangelize?   

 

y Philosophically, is the claim of Christianity as the only way realistic?   

 

 

Scrkrvwtgu"hqt"hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

Origin of Multiple R eligions:  Genesis 11:1-9 

 

Idolatry in Scripture:   Exodus 12:12; 32:4; Leviticus 18:21; 20:2-5; Deuteronomy 14:1; 2 

Kings 3:26-27; 16:3; 17:17-18; 18:4; 21:6; 23:10; Ezekiel 16:20-21; 20:26, 31; Romans 1:23; 1 

Corinthians 10:7-8; 1 Peter 4:3-4.   

 

Claims of Christianity as the Only Religion:  John 3:16; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 5:8, 12-21 
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LLeessssoonn   ##22::    OOuurr  PPoosstt uurree  TTOOWWAARRDDSS  

OOtthheerr  RReell iiggiioonn ss!!!!!!  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In the morning I usually will drink a cup of coffee 

and read one or two articles in The Tennessean.  

Most of the time my mind goes to the ñsportsò 

section but somehow I glanced over and saw this 

title on the front page: ñUS church to go ahead 

with Sept. 11 Quran burning.ò  I could not believe 

what I saw so I read the article and to my dismay 

there is a ñpastorò
6
 in Gainesville, Florida who 

plans on burning 200 copies of the Quran to 

commemorate the 9/11 terrorist attack on the 

World Trade Center.  Frank Ingram, of Dove 

World Outreach (where Terry Smith is the 

pastor), said this on his blog:  

 

ñOn 9/11/10 we are burning Korans to raise awareness and warn. In a sense it is neither an act 

of love nor of hate. We see, as we state in the Ten Reasons below, that Islam is a danger. We are 

using this act to warn about the teaching and ideology of Islam, which we do hate as it is hateful. 

We do not hate any people, however. We love, as God loves, all the people in the world and we 

want them to come to a knowledge of the truth. To warn of danger and harm is a loving act. God 

is love and truth. If you know the truth it can set you free. The world is in bondage to the massive 

grip of the lies of Islam.ò7 

    

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Do you think this action is appropriate for Christians?  Why 

or why not? 

 

 

 

Do you think this is an effective way of evangelizing those in the Islam community?  

Why or why not?   

 

                                                 
6.  Disclaimer: the term ñpastorò used here is not the same as is used in Scripture.  I am simply referring to 

what is written in the article.    

 

7.  Frank Ingram, ñTen Reasons to Burn a Koranò Dove World Outreach Center, accessed September 8, 

2010 < http://www.doveworld.org/blog/ten-reasons-to-burn-a-koran>.    
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I wonder what the goal is for the Dove World Outreach Center in the burning of the Quran.  Is it 

to allow them to come to a knowledge of the truth or is it simply to express their hatred or 

animosity for what they teach?  So if I disagree with, for example, the statues of Buddha does 

that mean to effectively reach them I must bash the statues or burn them down to metal?  Or if I 

disagree with homosexuality and the Episcopalians having gay priests does that mean we need to 

go to their doors and bring them out and stone them?  Would that be an effective way to allow 

them to come to the knowledge of truth?   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Have you encountered people who were militant/violent 

towards people who believed in different things?  Describe the situationé 

 

  What were they like?  What did they say?   

 

 

 

 

 

  How did/does this make you feel?   

 

 

 

 

discussion 
 

 

ñWitness [i.e. evangelism] done from a stance of antagonism or separation will fail in todayôs 

world.  We do not want it to fail.  Successful witness is based on relationships, and relationships 

are built in part by regular fellowship and, yes, cooperation.ò8 

 

So how do we effectively reach out to those of different religions?  In other words, how do we 

effectively embody the gospel that is appealing to others yet still faithful to doctrine and 

instruction?   

 

I think the truth lies somewhere in the word ñpostureò which I think will be helpful for us to 

define.   

 

 pos·ture [pos-cher]ïnoun
9
  

 

1. The relative disposition of the parts of something.  

                                                 
8.  Terry Muck and Frances S. Adeney, Christianity Encountering World Religions (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 2009): 47.   

 

9.  From Dictionary.com.    

ñI like your Christ, I do not like your 

Christians. Your Christians are so unlike 

your Christ.ò 

 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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2. The position of the limbs 

or the carriage of the body as 

a whole: poor posture; a 

sitting posture.  

 

3. An affected or unnatural 

attitude: He struck a comic 

posture.  

 

4. A mental or spiritual 

attitude: His ideas reveal a 

defensive posture.  

 

5. One's image or policy as 

perceived by the public, other 

nations, etc.: The company wants to develop a more aggressive marketing posture.  

 

6. Position, condition, or state, as of affairs.  

 

Presumably all of these definitions could work but what I want to focus on is number five which 

says, ñOne's image or policy as perceived by the public, other nations, etc.ò  How we are 

perceived by outsiders is very important to how the church grows and welcomes people of all 

faith systems.  This only comes from personal and congregational assessment.   

 

If you could rate your congregationôs posture towards outsiders how would you rate it?  1 

is horrible, 5 is average and a 10 is we have an amazing posture towards outsiders.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately Jesus and the church have gotten a bad rap which doesnôt make sense because 

everywhere Jesus went people were amazedé 

 

ñWhen Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teachingéò (Matt. 7:28).   

 

ñThe men were amazed and asked, óWhat kind of man is this? Even the winds and the 

waves obey him!ôò (Matt. 8:27).   

 

ñComing to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they 

were amazedéò (Matt. 13:54).   
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ñThe people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new 

teachingðand with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey himò 

(Mark 1:27).   

 

ñImmediately he spoke to them and said, ñTake courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." Then 

he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely 

amazedéò (Mark 6:51).   

 

 ñWhile everyone was marveling at all that Jesus didéò (Luke 9:44).   

 

The verses go on and on and it seems that there is much disparity in our current context between 

what Scripture says about the church and how people perceive the church.   

 

The church teaches its people are SUPPOSED to be full of love and compassion but 

many people view the church as full of hatred and animosity.   

 

The church teaches its people are SUPPOSED to be the most generous people but many 

people view the church as full of rich and stingy people.   

 

The church teaches its people are SUPPOSED to be merciful and forgiving yet many 

people view the church as bigots and judgmental.    

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  So why does Jesus get a bad rap among so many people?   

 

 

 

   

 
GROUP discussion 

 

 

I want you to get in groups of 3-4 and come up with three ñposturesò every Christian should have 

when it comes to relating to those of different religions.  In other words, what SHOULD Christians 

look like/act like/appear like to others?   

 

1. 
 
2. 
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3. 
 

 
 

 

Consider the statistics below:
10

 

 

Country  %Buddhists  %Christians  
Bhutan 78 1 

Cambodia 86 1 

Japan 55 3 

Laos 43 3 

Mongolia 23 1 

Myanmar (Burma) 73 8 

Sri Lanka 68 9 

Thailand 83 2 

Vietnam 49 9 

 

We think we are doing a good job in global evangelization with much success in Africa, India 

and China.  But there are many other areas where we are absolutely failing.11    

 

If I were to state my three postureôs all Christians should posses they would beé 

 

1. Humility (Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Pet. 3:15) 
 

2. Sincerity (2 Corinthians 2:17; 6:3-10; 1 Timothy 1:5; Hebrews 10:22; James 
3:17) 

 
3. Compassion (Matthew 9:36) 

 

So what about you?  What is your posture towards those of different stripes?  When someone 

talks with you about what they believe how do you respond?   

 

Maybe this lesson is a call for you to make check your own prejudice, ignorance or hatred 

towards those who believe and teach things differently than we do.   
                                                 

10.  Muck and Adeney, 9.    

 

11.  Just to point out the government of Saudi Arabia, one of the most oppressive governments in the 

world, forbids the practice of religious freedom so 97% of the population is Muslim (Wikipedia).   
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Scrkrvwtgu"hqt"hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

Interactions between Christians and non-Christians:   

 

 Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman (Mark 7:25-30) 

 Jesus and the Centurion (Luke 7:1-10) 

 Jesus and the Sinful Woman (Luke 7:36-50) 

 Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-26) 

 Jesus and the Woman Caught in Adultery (John 7:53-8:11) 

 Philip and the Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40) 

 Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10:1-48)   

 Paul and Silas and the Philippians (Acts 16:11-40) 

 Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos (Acts 18:18-28) 

 

Scriptures on our posture when it comes to fellow man:  Matthew 22:37-29; Romans 12:9-12; 

Ephesians 4:14-16; Colossians 3:1-11; 2 Peter 1:3-9 
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LLeessssoonn   ##33::    IIssll aamm   ((PPaarrtt   11))  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

It was September 11, 2001 and I was a junior at 

Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, 

Tennessee.  My usual routine was to wake up with 

enough time to eat breakfast and go to my 8:30 

class.  I walked down the stairs and saw a bunch of 

people looking at the dorm lobby television so I 

stopped to take a look.  It was a picture similar to 

the one to the right except it was live coverage on 

CNN.  I could not believe what I was watching as 

we later learned that this was a calculated terrorist 

attack by the Islamic group Al-Qaeda led by a guy 

name Osama bin Laden.  In the weeks, months and 

years to follow it was hard not to have a hatred for 

what Islam had to offer.  Many of us at Freed 

began to study about the religion and because of 

our ignorance we read up on the Quran (their holy 

book) and other documents.  We studied it not for 

the effort of learning how to reach these people 

with Christ rather (at least from my perspective) we studied it to combat them in some sort of 

theological warfare.  I admit to you that I had a hatred for Muslims and it was hard for me to 

approach the subject with any sort of objectivity but time has a way of changing the heart and I 

think I am able to give more of a non-biased opinion so that we can be able to help Muslims 

instead of hurt them.   

 

Keep in mind we need to remember what we learned from Paul in Athens in that heé 

 

y MET themé 

 

y COMPLIMENTED themé 

 

y KNEW themé 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Do you think emotionally charged events like 9/11 make it 

hard for us to be objective about what we study?  Why or why not?   

 

 

 

 

 Give some other examples in life where emotions cloud our objectivity.   
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discussion 
 

 

I plan on dividing the lessons on Islam in two hoping to first address the history of Islam and the 

various divisions within Islam.  Next week I want to look at specifically what their core beliefs 

are and how we can listen to them so that we can better reach them.12   

 

It is estimated that there are 1.3 Billion Muslims worldwide.  Most Muslims live in Arab nations, 

sub-Saharan Africa and Indonesia although they are scattered all over the world.   

 

 
 

                                                 
12.  In these two lessons we will not even touch the surface of Islam so please do more study on your own.  

I recommend first reading the Quran (online at http://www.jannah.org/qurantrans/).  Then I would go to some 

secondary sources that are credible and scholarly.   
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DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What do you know about the history of Islam? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a lengthy quote from a book but I think it will be beneficial for you to have.   

 

Muhammad was born in Arabia in c. AD 570 in what was largely a polytheistic pagan 

society, though small numbers of believers followed Judaism, Christianity, or 

Zoroastrianism. Muhammad was married to a wealthy widow named Khadija. Fifteen 

years after his marriage, when he was 

40, he experienced his first prophetic 

call while meditating in a cave near 

Mecca. Other revelations followed. At 

first, Muhammad told only family 

members and friends about his 

experiences but finally began speaking 

publicly. His teachings against idolatry 

and for socioeconomic equality were at 

first rejected by most, but over a period 

of several years he gained a large 

following from the lower classes of 

society. 

 

Muhammadôs insistence in a belief in 

one God came into direct conflict with 

the paganism of Mecca, centered in the 

shrine called the Kaôaba, since the sale 

of idols played an important religious 

and economic function within the city. 

Because of this resistance and 

persecution, Muhammad and his followers in AD 622 moved secretly to the town of 

Yathrib, which became known as Medina, ñthe City of the Prophet.ò After defending 

Medina against several attacks by tribal groups from Mecca, Muhammad finally 

conquered Mecca. Arabia became almost entirely Islamic in AD 630. 

 

After Muhammadôs death on June 8, 632, Muhammadôs father-in-law Abu Bakr (c. 573ð

634) became the caliph of the recently created Islamic state and united all of the tribes of 

Arabia under Islamic rule. He and the next three caliphs, called the Four Rightly Guided 

Caliphs, were successful in spreading Islam from Persia through northern Africa. Ali ibn 

Abi Talib (598ð661), the third caliph, came from a different tribe than Muhammad and 

the former two caliphs, which led to a major division within Islam, between Sunnis and 

Shiôites, that continues to the present. 
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From its inception in the early 7th century, within three generations Islam had gone from 

obscurity to ruling over the largest empire up to that time, though the attempt to conquer 

the Byzantine Empire failed. Much of the world that was conquered was Jewish or 

Christian, and the people were allowed to continue in their faith as long as they were 

submissive to Islamic religious law and paid a protection tax called jiszya. Those who 

were not Jewish or 

Christian, however, 

were made to convert 

to Islam or be killed. 

 

In-fighting between 

various rival Islamic 

clans, with different 

emirates seeking 

independence, brought 

dissolution to the vast 

empire. But under the 

Seljuk Turks, Islam 

began to expand again. 

After the defeat of the 

Byzantines at the Battle 

of Manzikert (AD 

1071), the Roman 

Catholic Church began 

crusades to reconquer 

the Holy Land, 

particularly Jerusalem. 

Islamic rule of the  

 

Middle East suffered setbacks during the Crusades and from the conquests of the 

Mongols, but finally reached new heights under the Ottomans. Though Islamic warriors 

were not successful in conquering all of Europe, great numbers of Muslims have 

migrated to historically Christian countries, so that nations such as France and England 

now have sizable Muslim populations. 

Because of the importance of oil to the world and the fact that the Arabian peninsula has 

an abundance, Muslims have been able to use this precious commodity to finance the 

growth of Islam in the West.13 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Why is it important for us to ñbrieflyò study the History of 

Islam?   

 

 

 

 

Below is a timeline of the nation of Islam for you to keep.14 

                                                 
13.  House, Charts of World Religions, Chart 43.    

Figure 1 Map of the Ottoman Empire 16th-17th century. 
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14.  From http://www.cyberistan.org/islamic/timeline-islamic.htm.  Keep in mind that the timeline only 

goes to 2000 and much activity has occurred since then like 9/11.   
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Like Christianity and a host of other religions, Islam has its various divisions, sects and sub-

sects.  Like Christianity, it is somewhat difficult to trace but the chart below should help.15 

 

   

                                                 
15.  Information used from Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam#Denominations) and House, 

Charts on World Religions, Chart #45.    

Sunni

Hanafi Deobandi

Maliki

Shafi'i

Hanbali Wahhabism

Salafism

Shi'ite

Jafari

Ismailiyah

Zaiddiyah

Alani

Alevi

Sufi

Nation of 
Islam

Ahmadiyya
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Sunni:  Sunni Muslims are the largest group in Islam, comprising the vast bulk of the world's 1.5 

billion Muslims, hence the title Ahl as-Sunnah waôl-JamǕóah (people of the principle and 

majority). In Arabic, as-Sunnah literally means "principle" or "path". The Qur'an and the Sunnah 

(the example of Muhammad's life) as recorded in hadith are the primary foundations of Sunni 

doctrine. Sunnis believe that the first four caliphs (leader) were the rightful successors to 

Muhammad; since God did not specify any particular leaders to succeed him, those leaders had 

to be elected. Sunnis believe that a caliph should be chosen by the whole community.16 

 

Shiôite:  The Shi'a constitute 10ï13% of Islam and are its second-largest branch.  They believe in 

the political and religious leadership of Imams from the progeny of Ali ibn Abi Talib, who 

according to most Shi'a are in a state of ismah, meaning infallibility. They believe that Ali ibn 

Abi Talib, as the cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad, was his rightful successor, and they call 

him the first Imam (leader), rejecting the legitimacy of the previous Muslim caliphs. To most 

Shi'a, an Imam rules by right of divine appointment and holds ñabsolute spiritual authorityò 

among Muslims, having final say in matters of doctrine and revelation.17 

 

Sufi:  Sufism is a mystical-ascetic approach to Islam that seeks to find divine love and 

knowledge through direct personal experience of God. By focusing on the more spiritual aspects 

of religion, Sufis strive to obtain direct experience of God by making use of "intuitive and 

emotional faculties" that one must be trained to use.18   

 

Nation of Islam:  The sect of Islam that says black people are essentially the only ones to be 

mentally resurrected.  Blacks should be seperated from whites both culturally and 

geographically.  Belief that whites only came into existence a few thousand years ago and was a 

plan of an evil but brilliant scientist named Yakub.  Essentially it is Islam solely for the black 

race.19   

 

Ahmadiyya:  Ahmadiyya is an Islamic religious movement founded towards the end of the 19th 

century, originating with the life and teachings of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835ï1908). Ghulam 

Ahmad was a religious figure who claimed to have fulfilled the prophecies about the world 

reformer of the end times, who was to herald the Eschaton as predicted in the traditions of 

various world religions and bring about the final triumph of Islam as per Islamic prophecy. He 

claimed that he was the Mujaddid (divine reformer) of the 14th Islamic century, the promised 

Messiah (ñSecond Coming of Christò) and Mahdi awaited by Muslims. Ahmadi emphasis lay in 

the belief that Islam is the final law for humanity as revealed to Muhammad and the necessity of 

restoring to it its true essence and pristine form, which had been lost through the centuries. Thus, 

Ahmadis view themselves as leading the revival and peaceful propagation of Islam.20 

 

                                                 
16.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam#Denominations 

 

17.  Ibid.  

 

18.  Ibid.  

 

19.  House, Charts on World Religions, Chart #49.   

 

20 .  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam#Denominations  
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Aldous Huxley once said, ñThat men do not learn very much from the lessons of history is the 

most important of all the lessons that History has to teach.ò 
 

This is a brief history of Islam and having gone through this class you need to check the research 

and sources and then come up with your own conclusions.     

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What are some ways you and I can research Islam to better 

understand it? 
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LLeessssoonn   ##44::    IIssll aamm   ((PPaarrtt   22))  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 ñGenerally the church has marked Muslims off as 

being impossible to convert.  Most all of our efforts 

have been directed toward people who are more 

receptive, to the neglect of those who may be more 

difficult to convert.ò21   

 

What is your goal in studying other religions?  Is it 

to find something juicy to engage them in 

discussion or is it to find some common ground so 

you may teach them the way of God more clearly?  

There are few willing to reach out to Muslims 

because of the bad media the radical groups like 

Al -Qaeda has received.  It is also difficult to reach 

out to Muslims because if someone chooses to be a Christian who once was a Muslim then they 

are considered infidels and are, often times, ostracized from the family.  However, Christ told his 

disciples to ñGo into all the nationsò and that should mean all the Islam nations as well.  There 

are certain countries that do not allow Christians to practice there (e.g. Saudi Arabia) which 

makes it impossible but the countries that do we should have a presence in there right?   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Why have we not evangelized Muslims effectively?  What 

would be a good reason for not reaching out to Muslims? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

discussion 
 

 

This lesson we plan on looking at, in a brief way, what Muslims believe and practice.  Please 

understand that just like Christians vary on what they believe so do Muslims so we are painting 

with a very broad brush at this point. 

 

                                                 
21.  Evertt L. Huffard, Christ or the Quôran (Henderson, TN: Hester Publications, 2001): 126.    
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Their Book 
 

The book that Muslims consider their sacred 

book of authority is the Quôran which was 

written over a period of 23 years by the prophet 

Muhammed who recorded it verbatim in 

Arabic from Allah (who they call God).  One 

author says, ñThe Quôran was dictated literally 

to Muhammed by Gabriel and is an exact copy 

of the original, which is in heaven.  No 

translation is adequate for the promulgation of 

doctrine, which must be taken directly from 

Arabic.ò22    

 

The Quôran is divided into 114 suras (chapters) 

in poetic form and contains many ñobscure 

allusions.ò23 

 

Their God and Faith 
 

Muslims are strict monotheists.  Sura 1:1-4 say, ñPraise be to Allah, the Lord of 

the worlds, The Beneficent, the Merciful, Master of the day of Requital.  Thee do we serve 

and Thee do we beseech for help.ò  One author writes that there are five basic articles of 

faith:24 

 

1. Belief in one God 

2. Belief in angels as his emissaries  

3. Literal belief in the teachings of the Quôran 

4. Trust in the prophets (particularly Mohammed) 

5. Belief in the Day of Judgment.25 

                                                 
22.  Richard R. Losch, The Many Faces of Faith (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001): 30.    

 

23.  Ibid., 31.    

 

24.  Ibid., 31.    

  

25.  ñLike Christianity, Islam believes that there will be a future resurrection of the body and a time of 

judgment.  There are two possible destinations for humans upon death.  Faithful Muslims will receive paradise and 

all others will go to hell.  Paradise is a place of great bliss, often thought to be a beautiful garden.  Here all the 
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5 Pillars of Islam 

 

The most discussed portion of Islam surrounds the idea of the 5 Pillars of Islam.   

 

Evertt Huffard says, ñOne of the strengths of Islam is its simplicity.  It can be reduced to 

simple beliefs that may not be so simple to follow.  Most any Muslim can explain what 

he believes.  Some of these beliefs can be simplified by din (five pillars of Islam).  These 

five pillars, as is true of other beliefs, were borrowed from previous Arabian, Christian 

and Jewish rituals and incorporated into the Muslim religion.  They are not just beliefs 

but actions that are performed.ò26 

 

PILLAR 1 ï SHAHADAH 
 

Shahadah means witness and is simple statement of belief or confession.  Sometimes this 

is called a creed.   

 

                                                                                                                                                             
desires of faithful Muslims are fulfilled, especially those of men, who are rewarded with beautiful young virgins 

[Sura 55:70-77].  On the other hand, hell is a place of fiery tormentò (House, Chart 44).    

 

26.  Huffard, 39.    
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ñLa-ilaha-illa -ôllahu; Muhammadu-Rasulu-allahòðThere is no god but the God and 

Mohammed is His apostle.   

 

ñO you who believe, believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Book which He has 

revealed to His Messenger and the Book which He revealed before. And whoever 

disbelieves in Allah and His angels and His Books and His messengers and the Last Day, 

he indeed strays far awayò (Sura 4:139).   

 

PILLAR 2 ï SALAH 
 

Muslims are to pray prescribed prayers during five specific periods of each day.27  They 

are to always face Mecca when they prayer wherever they are.  A prayer rug is carried 

wherever the Muslim journeys and 

they are to wash their hands, face 

and feet as a ceremonial act of 

practicing the presence of God.  

 

ñO you who believe, when you rise 

up for prayer, wash your faces, and 

your hands up to the elbows, and 

wipe your heads, and (wash) your 

feet up to the ankles. And if you are 

under an obligation, then wash 

(yourselves)ò (Sura 5:7).  

 

ñO you who believe, let those whom 

your right hands possess and those of you who have not attained to puberty ask 

permission of you three times: Before the morning prayer, and when you put off your 

clothes for the heat of noon, and after the prayer of night. These are three times of 

privacy for you; besides these it is no sin for you nor for them ð some of you go round 

about (waiting) upon others. Thus does Allah make clear to you the messages. And Allah 

is Knowing, Wiseò (Sura 24:58).    

 

PILLAR 3 ï ZAKAH 
 

Almsgiving is a practice of Muslims where they recognize their service to the poor and 

neglected.  Anywhere from 2 ½ to 10 percent is given to those in the form of cattle, 

money or merchandise.28 

 

ñ(Zakat) charity is only for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer it, 

and those whose hearts are made to incline (to truth), and (to free) the captives, and 

                                                 
27.  House, Chart 44.  

 

28.  Huffard, 43.    
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those in debt, and in the way of Allah and for the wayfarer ð an ordinance from Allah. 

And Allah is Knowing, Wiseò (Sura 8:60).     

 

PILLAR 4 ï SAWM 
 

Fasting during Ramadan.  Ramadan is a month-long period and is accompanied by 

various devotionals and is from sunrise to sunset.  Muslims can eat their fill early in the 

morning or late at night.29    Imagine the problem this presents when days are long (18 

hours) in the north but just the opposite is true where daylight is scarce.   

 

ñO you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those before 

you, so that you may guard against evil.  For a certain number of days.  But whoever 

among you is sick or on a journey, (he shall fast) a (like)number of other days. And those 

who find it extremely hard may effect redemption by feeding a poor man. So whoever 

does good spontaneously, it is better for him; and that you fast is better for you if you 

knowò (Suma 2:183-184).   

 

PILLAR 5 ï HAJJ 
 

Pilgrimage to Mecca.  ñEach 

Muslim male is expected to 

make at least one pilgrimage 

to Mecca, in Saudi Arabia, 

the birthplace of 

Mohammed.  The journey 

occurs the first five days of 

Dhul-Hijja, the 12
th
 month 

of the Islamic calendar.  In 

Mecca the pilgrim visits the 

famous Kaôaba (in the time 

before Mohammed, a pagan 

shrine), which is a 

rectangular stone building in 

the center of the courtyard of 

the Sacred Mosque.  The 

Kaôaba is draped in black and was purportedly built by Abraham.ò30  

 

This pilgrimage is seen as a celebration for those who are ready to enjoy the bliss of 

heaven.  Since it is required by all Muslims usually people who are dying or are very old 

make the journey to Mecca.     

                                                 
29.  House, Chart 44.    

 

30.  Ibid.  
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Jihad and Other Beliefs 
 

Jihad is a word that means ñstrivingò and is 

applied to Muslims being energetic in the spread 

of Islam.  In the beginning times it meant 

conquering pagans through any force necessary it 

also means to spread Islam through preaching and 

education.  Much of the terrorist activities that 

occur are done in the name of jihad to rid the 

world of pagan believers.   

 

ñAnd fight in the way of Allah against those who 

fight against you but be not aggressive. Surely 

Allah loves not the aggressors.  And kill them wherever you find them and drive them out 

from where they drove you out and persecution is worse than slaughter. And fight not 

with them at the Sacred Mosque until they fight with you in it; so if they fight you (in it), 

slay them. Such is the recompense of the disbelieversò (Sura 2:190-191).   

 

 Other beliefs in Islam included but are not limited to: 

 

y No wine or alcohol (Sura 2:219) 

y Paying or collecting interest is forbidden  

y No eating pork  

y No gambling (Sura 2:219) 

y Images in worship are forbidden  

y Stealing is forbidden ï in some Islam countries the penalty is to cut off oneôs right 

hand.   

y Murder is forbidden unless it is jihad or honor killing.   

y Adultery and rape are forbidden 

y Conversion to Christianity is forbidden 

y Jesus was only a prophet 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are Muslims 

and at what starting points (based on our discussion) would you begin discussion? 
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Did you know that the Quôran actually mentions Jesus and discusses him in length?  A starting 

point for me would be to discuss why the Quôran mentions Jesus as only a prophet and how the 

Scriptures claim that he is God.   

 

The Quôran is full of contradictions which do not negate the fact that many Muslims are genuine 

in what they believe but it does support the FACT that Christianity is the one true religion of the 

one true God.   

 

One needs to study the Quôran and study the Holy bible and compare and contrast the two.   

 

Scriptures for hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

Jesus as God:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:23; John 1:1-14; 5:18; 8:58; 10:30; 13:13; 14:10; 

20:28; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 2:9; 1 Timothy 3:16; Titus 2:13; Revelation 19:16.   

 

Also an excellent comparison study of the Quôran and the Christian Scriptures can be found at:  

 

 http://www.dianedew.com/islam.htm  

 

http://www.icon.fi/~erkkik/quran.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dianedew.com/islam.htm
http://www.icon.fi/~erkkik/quran.html
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LLeessssoonn   ##55::    HHiinn dduuiissmm !!!!!!  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

It was in Canada where I first encountered aspects of the religion 

known as Hinduism.  It was not in the form of worship practices, 

theology, or personal encounter rather I notice all of these women 

who had red dots on the forehead.  I did not understand who these 

people were so I inquired about them and I found out that they 

were Hindu women and this was part of their spiritual practice.  

No doubt, you have encountered people who have these red dots 

or maybe you have heard the name Mahatma Gandhi who was a 

famous Hindu.  Maybe you have seen a Hindu temple in the city 

where you live or perhaps you have had someone from India at 

your school who was Hindu and wondered what they worship or 

what they believe.  This session seeks to involve you in a little of 

what Hinduôs adhere to and perhaps to engage us in discussion at 

how we may reach them.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   Have you encountered someone who was Hindu?  What was 

that experience like?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If not then what do you know about Hinduism from your research?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

discussion 
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This lesson we plan on looking at a brief history of Hinduism and then briefly discuss what they 

believe.  This will be a mere introduction as more could be said (deservedly so) about Hinduism 

but we seek only to introduce rather than completely discuss.31   

 

HISTORY 
 

Scholars have theorized that Hinduism began in the Indus Valley (present-day Pakistan and 

western India) as a melding of two forms of religious practice: 

Vedism and the traditional 

beliefs of the Indus Valley 

civilization. One theory is that 

Indo-European tribes (Aryans) 

from Eastern Europe invaded 

northern India about 1800 BC, 

destroying the Indus culture. 

These tribes brought with them 

their religious beliefs 

(Vedism), which became 

mixed with the beliefs of the 

Indus Valley people. However, 

an increasing number of 

scholars now dispute the 

invasion theory, basing their 

conclusions on archeological 

findings and other studies. 

They think Vedism had been 

practiced by that Indus Valley civilization and was not brought in by invaders. The destruction of 

the Indus culture, they say, which contributed to the development of Hinduism, was due to 

natural disasters and internal social problems. 

 

The story of Hinduism may be divided into four epochs. 

 

(1) The Pre-Vedic Period (c. 3000ð1500 BC). During this time the inhabitants of the 

Indus Valley may have practiced animism, with cult centers where a great goddess and a 

divine bull were worshiped.  

 

(2) The Vedic Period (c. 1500ð700 BC). This period witnessed the rise Hindu 

polytheism and the Hindu caste system. The hymns of the Rig Veda developed during 

this time.  

 

(3) The Upanishadic Period (starting c. 700 BC). During this period Hinduism 

experienced many changes. Vedic views of the gods began to fade and the focus turned 

                                                 
31.  Most of this lesson comes from Wayne House, Charts of World Religions, Chart 58.   
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from the present world to concern about the next life, the cycle of death and rebirth, 

enlightenment, asceticism, and how a guru and his disciples related.  

 

(4) The Post-Upanishadic Period (c. 200 BCðAD 200). During this period came the 

writing of the Bhagavad Gita, the reemergence of the Vedic scriptures, and increasing 

devotion to the gods Brahma, Krishna, and Shiva. 

 

Between the 4th and 8th centuries AD, the religion continued to grow, largely due to the 

influence of the Puranas, Hindu scriptures explaining many of the doctrines of Hinduism. Also 

during this period, acrimony began to develop between Hindu ism and Islam. Islamic invaders in 

the 11th century limited the practice of Hinduism for nearly 500 years. Better times came for 

Hindus, however, under the reign Muslim sultan Jalaluddin Akbar (1542ð1605).  

 

Due to the spread of Sikhism during this time, the possibility that Hindu and Islamic beliefs 

could be joined to produce a religion promoting peace and harmony emerged, but a revival of 

Islam in the 18th century, and the subsequent colonization of India by Great Britain in the 19th 

century, frustrated the efforts of those who were working for this Syncretism.  Beginning in the 

1880s and continuing well into the 20th century, Hinduism began to spread into Europe and the 

United States. This outreach included groups such as:  Theosophy, the Divine Light Mission, 

Self-Realization Fellowship Ananda Marga, and Hare Krishna. 

 

Summary of Beliefs  
 

Hinduism teaches the following: 

 

1. There is only one Ultimate Reality. This is true despite the fact that the world of 

appearances contains many discrete objects. 

 

2. Essentially all human beings are the same, since each person is identified with the one 

Ultimate Reality. (This belief stands in an uneasy tension with the social inequalities 

inherent in Indiaôs caste system.) 

 

3. The Law of Karma ensures that everyone receives just recompense for their behavior. 

This law is built into the very fabric of the universe and cannot be thwarted. 

 

4. People should refrain from 

harming any creature except in cases 

where inflicting violence is necessary 

for some greater good. Causing as 

little pain and suffering to others as 

possible is the highest moral virtue. 

 

5. When the people of the world 

fall into ignorance and immorality, 
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Brahman manifests himself as an avatar (incarnation in the form of a deity) to help 

humanity regain its former knowledge and righteousness. 

 

Scripture  
 

The Hindu scriptures developed over a period of 2000 years. Their classification and 

organization are a contentious issue, since there are equally valid ways of grouping the texts and 

there is no clear consensus among practicing Hindus or scholars of Hinduism. It is common, 

however, to divide these texts into two main groups, the Shruti and Smriti.  Shruti (what is heard) 

is the record of Godôs truth heard in the cosmos.  It is thought to consist of four Vedas 

(collectively the Brahmanas): 

 

1. The Rig Veda (knowledge of praise), a collection of more than 1,000 hymns. 

 

2. The Atharva-Veda (priestly knowledge), dedicated to topics of medicine, warfare, and 

different rituals;  

 

3. The Sama-Veda (knowledge of chants), containing hymns and various chants to be 

recited. 

 

4. The Yajur-Veda (knowledge of sacrifice), describing a number of liturgies and rituals.  

These Vedas, in turn, are often divided into subdivisions. Those texts not part of Shruti 

comprise the Smriti (what deserves to be remembered).  

 

God 
 

There is no formal theology about who God is but most Hindus believe in Brahman who is the 

one pervasive deity that energizes the entire universe.  Others believe that God manifests himself 

in other different gods called avatars and they worship these avatars which could be in the form 

of different images and icons.32 

 

Reincarnation  
 

Hindus believe that souls are reincarnated and that these different reincarnated states allow the 

soul to lead to perfect understanding.  Itôs not that if you lead a bad life you will be reincarnated 

as something evil to teach you a lesson rather the point of reincarnation is to achieve ultimate 

understanding known as Nirvana which is the emancipation of ignorance and the ideal state of 

                                                 
32.  Losch, 5.    
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rest and tranquility.  ñUntil a person attains spiritual liberation, there is a continuous cycle of 

birth, life, death, and rebirth, which may last numerous (even millions) of lifetimes.ò33   

 

Red Dot  
 

A female Hindu who wears a colored dot on her 

forehead (known variously as a tilaka, bottu, 

bindiya, and kumkum) does so to make it known 

to all that she is a pious Hindu. The dot 

symbolizes the ñthird eye,ò which is supposed to 

be focused on the divine essence within. In 

previous times most unmarried women wore 

black marks, while most married women wore 

red ones. More recently in India, Hindu women 

frequently wear dots that match the color of their 

sari (a garment consisting of a long strip of cloth that can be wrapped around the body in various 

ways).       

 

Yoga 
 

It is more than just physical exercise but is the desire to bring about a change of consciousness 

by means of exercising control over the mind and body.  You assume postures and control your 

breathing and focus on a single object in order to achieve what is called Samadhi.  Someone who 

practices a high level of Yoga is called a yogi or yogini.  Below is what is commonly referred to 

as ñAshtanga Yogaò or the eight-limbed concept of Yoga.   

 

1. Yama (The five "abstentions"): non-violence, non-lying, non-covetousness, non-

sensuality, and non-possessiveness. 

 

2. Niyama (The five "observances"): purity, 

contentment, austerity, study, and surrender to god. 

 

3. Asana: Literally means "seat", and in Patanjali's 

Sutras refers to the seated position used for meditation. 

 

4. Pranayama ("Suspending Breath"): PrǕna, breath, 

"ǕyǕma", to restrain or stop. Also interpreted as control of 

the life force. 

 

5. Pratyahara ("Abstraction"): Withdrawal of the 

sense organs from external objects. 

                                                 
33.  House, Chart #58.    
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6. Dharana ("Concentration"): Fixing the attention on a single object. 

 

7. Dhyana ("Meditation"): Intense contemplation of the nature of the object of meditation. 

 

8. SamǕdhi ("Liberation"): merging consciousness with the object of meditation. 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are Hindus 

and at what starting points (based on our discussion) would you begin discussion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrkrvwtgu"hqt"hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

Below is a comprehensive website that addresses Hinduism and how it relates to Scripture.  

Consider the contexts of each passage.  

 

http://www.gospelway.com/religiousgroups/hinduism.php 

 

At the end of the discussion one needs to seriously consider the claims of Hinduism since 

there is no formative Scripture as a guide for these people.  Also the concept of karma to me 

is unacceptable (while at times plausible) for a quick read of Job and a look at the 

unexplainable deaths of infants make it hard to purport that those get what they deserve.  

Reincarnation is also, in essence, false as there will only be one resurrection of bodies and 

that is when Jesus raises our bodies from the dead or brings those of us here on earth to 

meet him in the air for judgment (cf. 1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 5 et al).   
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LLeessssoonn   ##66::    BBuuddddhhiissmm   
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

No doubt you have seen the image in the picture 

to the left.  The image is that of Buddha.  

Thinking about Buddhism my mind is drawn 

towards these little images of an overweight man 

in gold cast as a statue with his legs crossed.  I 

never knew, until I studied for this lesson, 

exactly what Buddhism was.  I knew it involved 

meditation and I also knew that most of the 

Asian population adhered to Buddhism in some 

form or fashion.   

 

It is said that between 350-400 million people 

follow Buddhism but numbers vary since they do 

not keep accurate statistics.   

 

Consider the statistics below from Lesson #2:
34

 

 

Country  %Buddhists  %Christians  
Bhutan 78 1 

Cambodia 86 1 

Japan 55 3 

Laos 43 3 

Mongolia 23 1 

Myanmar (Burma) 73 8 

Sri Lanka 68 9 

Thailand 83 2 

Vietnam 49 9 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   Have you encountered someone who was a Buddhist?  What 

was that experience like?   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
34.  Muck and Adeney, 9.    
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If not then what do you know about Buddhism from your research or life 

experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

discussion 
 

Before we begin our discussion I wanted to watch a brief video that helps ground us in the 

discussion and comparison of Buddhism and Christianity.  The video is from an interview Rick 

Sanchez had with a Buddhist scholar on CNN. 35 In the video Rick admits to a lack of knowledge 

of Buddhism but makes a valid point about Buddhismôs embracement of other religions and how 

principles of Buddhism can be practiced in Christianity and all religions.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   What were your reactions to the video?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you agree with what he had to say?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 
Brief History of Buddhism  

Much like Hinduism, Buddhism (actually an offshoot of Hinduism) does not have a concrete 

beginning but according to tradition it started somewhere 5
th
 century with a man by the name of 

Siddhãrtha Gautama.  Gautama, as the story goes,   was brought up by his father since his mother 

died when he was young.  His father was told that his son would become a great sage so he 

sheltered Gautama from life by surrounding him with untold measures of wealth and riches.  He 

was pampered and catered to for much of his life until, when he was 29, he discovered a secret 

gate that led outside of the palace.   

 

                                                 
35.  Rick Sanchez, ñBuddhism 101ò CNN, January 6, 2010.  Source: http://www.cnn.com/video/data/ 

2.0/video/living/2010/01/06/nr.sanchez.buddhism.explainer.cnn.html.  Accessed October 6, 2010.   
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The story is told that he came across the impoverished citizens who experienced untold measures 

of poverty, sickness, death and grief.  He returned home 

but came out a second time and encountered religious 

ascetics who practiced a form of belief with a goal of 

enlightenment.  He left his wife and son and began a 

process of self-flagellation where he neither ate much or 

bathed with the purpose of meditating so that he could end 

the cycle of pain, suffering and death.  He did this for six 

years but after a while he realized he could not solve the 

riddle but instead he chose whatôs called the Middle Path 

that seeks introspection and self-discipline without keading 

one to death.   

 

He stated that life was like a string on a musical 

instrumentðñit will not play if it is too tight or too loose, 

but at the proper tension it will make beautiful music that 

will enlighten others.ò36   He sat under a fig tree to 

meditate about life and he finally reach a spiritual state that 

freed him from evil.  He attained bodhi which is the 

enlightened state and from that point on he became known 

as Buddha which means ñEnlightened One.ò  Buddha is 

not actually a god as Buddhists do not believe in a personal God to be worshipped.  Buddha as 

god is a common misconception as there have been many ñBuddhasò which simply means those 

who have been enlightened.   

 

Four noble Truths  

Gautama Buddha taught that there were four noble truths that 

one journeys through as he or she goes down the path of 

enlightenment:   

 

1. Dukha ï all existence is pain 

 

2. SamudayaðSuffering has a cause 

 

3. Nirodhaðthe relinquishing of and detachment from 

craving will cease pain.   

 

4. Margaðthe path to the cessation of suffering.  Also 

known as the Eight-fold path.   

 

 

 

                                                 
36.  Losch, 23.    
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Eight-Fold Path 37
 

1. Right views 

 

2. Right resolve, ridding oneself of improper 

thoughts 

 

3. Right speech, speaking clearly and 

truthfully 

 

4. Right conduct, performing proper actions 

 

5. Right livelihood, living simply. 

 

6. Right effort, working to achieve 

detachment from the world. 

 

7. Right awareness, understanding the nature 

of oneself and reality. 

 

8. Right concentration, putting aside all 

distractions and focusing oneôs thoughts 

totally on enlightenment.   

 

Branches of Buddhism 38 
The branches of Buddhism should not be considered sects or divisions as they simply stem from 

teachings of Buddha rather than disagreements.   

 

1. Theravada ï ñWay of the Eldersò Claim they practice the original teachings of Buddha.  

Embrace Hindu caste system and believe in Karma.  Only those who dedicate themselves 

can achieve Enlightenment.  

 

2. Mahayana ï ñGreater Vehicleòðrepresent the final teachings of Buddha.  Reincarnation 

as a hierarchy of lives within the achievement of Buddha known as Bodhisattva.  The 

highest level of compassion is those who delay Enlightenment so that they may help 

others.   

 

3. Zenðfocuses on meditation, introspection and self-control.  Became popular in America 

for meditation coupled with yoga but those forms neglected the Enlightenment aspect.   

                                                 
37.  House, Chart #67.    

 

38.  Losch, 24-25.    
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Some Zen practitioners arrange for keisaku which is a wooden paddle used to strike 

someone meditating that they may focus on meditation rather than pain.39   

 

4. Vajrayana-ñthe diamond vehicleòðTantric Buddhism based on the tantras which 

originated in India.  Believe all action is a form of meditation.  They believe it is possible 

to attain enlightenment in one lifetime.   

 

5. Amitabha-ñPure Land BuddhismòðAchieve pure land in which one is separated from 

the bad karma received from previous lifetimes.  Practice chants, mantras, and recitations 

to focus on enlightening thoughts.      

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are Buddhists 

and at what starting points (based on our discussion) would you begin discussion? 

 

 

 

Eightfold Path and Christianity 

Right Views John 14:16 

Right Resolve Prov. 10:23; 21:1; Philippians 1:27 

Right Speech Prov. 8:13; 12:6; 1 Tim. 4:12; James 3 

Right Conduct Prov. 20:11; Jer. 18:11; Gal. 6:4 

Right Livelihood 1 Tim. 6:6-8; Heb. 13:5 

Right Effort  2 Thess. 3:6-10 

Right Awareness Gen. 1-2; Rom. 3:23 

Right Concentration Phil. 4:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
39.  If time permits show a demonstration of this from You Tube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v 

=99h8CpIK8pQ.   
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LLeessssoonn   ##77::    BBaahhaaõõii  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

ñI have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, 

the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 

owners will be able to sit together at the table of 

brotherhoodò (Martin Luther King, Jr.).  If you are 

conscious long enough in a world history class you begin to 

quickly notice that mankind has always been involved in a 

struggle against one another.  Equality (racial, gender, 

financial) among nations has been sort of a dream that has 

never been actualized to its full potential.  It seems each 

year we hear of atrocities not even Hollywood could 

concoct that happen each and every day.  Why?  Because of 

the inability for humans to accept and appreciate 

differences among others.  The Christian faith, at its very 

core, commands that we treat others as we would expect to be treated (Matt. 7:12) and that we 

are to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 22:39) even giving preference to others over and 

above ourselves (Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3-4).  Yet, immeasurable malevolence has been done in the 

name of Jesus (Crusades, Lutheran Nazism and Southern Racism) that reeks of inequality and is 

nothing more than sacrilege.  From its conception in the mid nineteenth century, Bahaôi has 

professed a faith that treats everyone as equal.  There is no hierarchical system in Bahaôi like 

many other faiths and it is not an imperial system that governs over its people like other beliefs.   

 

But what is it?  Why have we not heard of it?           

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   Have you encountered someone who was a Bahaôi?  What 

was that experience like?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If not then what do you know about Bahaôi from your research or life experience? 
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discussion 
 

Before we begin our discussion we need to watch a video of an interview of Rainn Wilson 

conducted by Oprah Winfrey.  Rainn Wilson is an actor best known for his character Dwight 

Schrute on the hit sitcom The Office.  Rainn is a professing adherent to Bahaôi and shares some 

of his core beliefs with Oprah.40  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   What were your reactions to 

the video?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you agree with what Rainn or Oprah had to say?  

Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What questions came to you as you were watching the video? 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief History:
41

 
 

In the middle of the last century, one of the most notorious dungeons in the Near East was 

Teheran's "Black Pit." Once the underground reservoir for a public bath, its only outlet was a 

single passage down three steep flights of stone steps. Prisoners huddled in their own bodily 

wastes, languishing in the pit's inky gloom, subterranean cold and stench-ridden atmosphere.  In 

this grim setting, the rarest and most cherished of religious events was once again played out: 

                                                 
40.  Oprah Winfrey, ñRainn Wilson,ò SoulSeries, (March 9, 2009), < http://www.oprah.com/oprahradio/ 

Rainn-Wilson-on-Oprahs-Soul-Series-Webcast>.  Rainn Wilson also has a pretty good website with some 

interesting commentary called Soul Pancake (www.soulpancake.com).   

 

41.  From ñBah§'u'll§h,ò Bahai.com, < http://www.bahai.com/thebahais/pg17.htm> Accessed October 13, 

2010.      
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mortal man, out-wardly human in other respects, was summoned by 

God to bring to humanity a new religious revelation.  The year was 

1852, and the man was a Persian nobleman, known today as 

Bahá'u'lláh. During His imprisonment, as He sat with his feet in 

stocks and a 100-pound iron chain around his neck, Bahá'u'lláh 

received a vision of God's will  for humanity.   

 

The event is comparable to those great moments of the ancient past 

when God revealed Himself to His earlier Messengers: when Moses 

stood before the Burning Bush; when the Buddha received 

enlightenment under the Bodhi tree; when the Holy Spirit, in the 

form of a dove descended upon Jesus; or when the archangel 

Gabriel appeared to Muhammad.   

 

Bahá'u'lláh's experience in the Black Pit set in motion a process of religious revelation which, 

over the next 40 years, led to the production of thousands of books, tablets and letters--which 

today form the core of the sacred scripture of Bahá'í Faith. In those writings, He outlined a 

framework for the reconstruction of human society at all levels: spiritual, moral, economic, 

political, and philosophical. 

 

 
 

 

Mirza Ali Muhammad 
(1819-50)  Bab

Mirza Hyasayn Ali (1817-
1892) Baha'u'llah

Abdu'l-Baha (1844-1921)
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Beliefs:
42

 
 

CREATIONðGod is transcendent and not responsible for creation and does not have a personal 

relationship with creation.   

 

 Transcendent ï God transcends the universe and is above it but not in ité 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Immanent ï God is active and personally involved in the worldé  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTUREðBahaôuôllah wrote hundreds of writings and books that are considered sacred for 

Bahaôis.   

 

GODðGod is transcendent, unknowable, and unable to be comprehended.  The only way to 

know God is to understand him through the manifestations that have come throughout history 

like Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, Buddha and the Bab.   

 

MANKIND AND SINðAll humanity is to be treated as equal.  Nationalism, sexism, racism and 

all prejudices should be avoided.  This leads them to the belief system that all human beings are 

neither sinful nor evil.  Evil is, according to them, the absence of good much like darkness is the 

absence of light.  They write:   

 

ñBahá'ís the world over come from all religious backgrounds: Buddhist, Christian, 

Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Zoroastrian, animist, and non-religious. Yet they 

                                                 
42 .  House, Chart 52.   

God 

Creation 

God Creation 



 
43 

study a common set of sacred writings, observe a unifying code of religious laws, and 

look to a single international administrative system for continuing guidance.ò
43

 

 

SALVATIONðA state of happiness and adherence to the manifestation of God in their 

particular time period.   

 

NEW WORLD ORDERðñThus, for Bahá'ís, the idea of a new world order encompasses 

something far more than a mere political reorganization, the visionary proclamation of a few 

world leaders, or the legalistic construct of a few academics. Instead, it is that "wondrous 

System" outlined by Bahá'u'lláh that represents the full implementation of His principles and 

teachings. The new world order, like the Bahá'í Faith itself, covers the full range of human 

activities, from the social and political realm to the everyday relationships in our cultural, 

spiritual, economic and community lives. It is both an internal and an external re-ordering.ò44 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are Bahaôi 

and at what starting points (based on our discussion) would you begin discussion? 

 

I would start with comparing Christianity to Bahaôi and how similar the two are when it 

comes to equality.  Also I would let them know how happiness is an aspect of salvation 

but it is not the telos or goal of salvation.   

 

Questions that come to mind for discussion: 

 

 Who really created this world?  Where did it come from?   

 

 Who is God?   

 

 What is the nature of the Christian scriptures?   

 

How far do we go with our equality when it comes to religions that are oppressive 

or based on false premises?    

 

Who is Jesus?  This is important because if he was just ñaò manifestation of God 

then how do we reconcile that with texts like John 14:6 and others?   

 

 

 

                                                 
43.  http://www.bahai.com/thebahais/pg9.htm  

 

44.  http://www.bahai.com/thebahais/pg73.htm 

http://www.bahai.com/thebahais/pg17.htm
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LLeessssoonn   ##88::    RRaasstt aaff aarr iiaann iissmm   aann dd  

VVooooddoooo!!!!!!  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

You probably have listened or at least have 

heard of a guy by the name of Bob Marley.  He 

was a prominent singer in the 1970s promoting 

a style of music known as Reggae hailing from 

the island of Jamaica.  His music is an outflow 

of the faith system he adhered to known as 

Rastafarianism.  Consider the lyrics of one of 

his popular songs ñBuffalo Soldierò:  ñBuffalo 

soldier, dreadlock Rasta there was a buffalo 

soldier in the heart of America.  Stolen from 

Africa, brought to America.  Fighting on 

arrival, fighting for survival.ò45  Aside from 

catchy lyrics and a hypnotizing beat what does a 

Rasta man believe in?  Where did Rastafarianism begin? We will address this issue first.    

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   What do you know from your research or life experience 

about Rastafarianism? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another movement in the Caribbean from the island of Haiti is something called Voodoo (also 

called Voudon or Vodun).     

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   What do you know from your 

research or life experience about Voodoo?  
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
45.   Lyrics from, elyrics.net < http://www.elyrics.net/read/b/bob-marley-lyrics/buffalo-soldier-lyrics.html>  

Accessed October 20, 2010.   
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RR AA SS TT AA FF AA RR IIAA NN IISS MM   
 

HISTORY 46  
 

Origins come from a man by the name of Marcus Garvey (1887-

1940) who wanted to promote a sense of purpose and self-esteem 

among blacks who were oppressed in Jamaica.  The only way for 

blacks to have purpose was to sever ties with the white community 

and to become self-reliant politically, socially and even spiritually.  

Garvey prophesied that a Black king would be crowned in Africa 

leading to the deliverance of the black people.  Prince Ras Tafari 

Makonmen was crowned king of Ethiopia in 1930 and took the 

title of Emperor Haile Selassie.  He was hailed as the Black 

Messiah.   

 

The movement was stymied in Africa as the country was in 

shambles politically and economically but Rastafarianism spread 

all over Jamaica.  It endured persecution in colonial Jamaica in the 

1960s when many of its members were killed.  Because of its roots 

in black nationalism it is thought (perhaps assumed) that Rastas want nothing to do with white 

people.  This is a bit unfair as society has become more and more equal (by no means is society 

equal but advances have been made) they have held a higher view of the white race.  Given the 

oppression the black race has endured though, can you blame them? 

 

SUMMARY OF BELIEFS 47  
 

1. Superiority of the black race. 

 

2. Hatred of whites 

 

3. Exacting revenge on white because of evil perpetrated against blacks 

 

4. Opposing and exposing the oppression of blacks in Jamaica 

 

5. The need for blacks to return to Africa 

 

6. Recognition of Haile Selassie as the messiah and the only legitimate ruler of black 

people.   

 

7. White race is ñBabylonò and has subjugated the black race through trickery, poverty and 
inequality.   

                                                 
46. House, Chart #93.   

 

47. Ibid.   
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8. Monism in which humans and God are one reality.   

 

9. The name of God is Jah and the presence of Jah helps them overcome difficulties in life.   

 

DISTINCTIVE PRACTICES  
 

Rastas hold to the Holy Bible as sacred believing in the Exodus movement as, to quote Bob 

Marley, ñmovement of jah people.ò  Their lens of reading Scripture is one of oppression so texts 

like the Exodus and the Exile are of chief 

importance as Rastas place themselves inthat type 

of story.   

 

Rastas believe in the Levitical code of the Nazarites 

to note cut their hair (Lev. 21:5) so many of them 

grow long locks known as dreadlocks.  The name 

came from Rastas whose lon  g locks brought dread 

upon the white man and caused him to fear the 

black man.  Hence, dreadlocks.  They also have a 

strict diet of no pork or shellfish and some eat no 

meat at all.  They are also to abstain from alcohol.   

 

Rooted in the culture of Rasta is the colors red, 

gold and green.  Red is for the blood of the martyrs, 

gold is for the wealth of Africa and green is for the 

vegetation and hope of victory over oppression.  

Reggae was a style of music wrought from the 

ghetto known as Trenchtown in Kingston, Jamaica.  

ñNiyabinghi chants are played at worship ceremonies called grounations that include drumming, 

chanting and dancing, along with prayer and ritual smoking of cannabis.ò48  This is where the 

chants were included and folk music was combined to form Reggae.  This is where they form 

their hearts and minds as worship and the reggae music become songs of the people.    

 

VV OO OO DD OO OO   
 

HISTORY 49  
 

Started in the African countries as tribal religious beliefs that were transported to countries when 

slaves were taken.  Many voodoo adherents practiced Roman Catholicism so as to keep their 

voodoo practices alive without being killed or oppressed even further.  Voodoo became popular 

                                                 
48.  From Wikipedia, ñRastafari Movement.ò  < http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rastafari_movement>  

Accessed October 20, 2010.    

 

49. House, Chart #99.   
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in Haiti (currently some 80-90% of people practice Voodoo in Haiti) and has been transported to 

Haitian areas in America like New Orleans and Miami.   

 

SUMMARY OF BELIEFS 50  
 
Voodoo centers around a broad spectrum of rituals with the purpose of summoning, controlling, 

appeasing and expelling various spirits called loa.  There is one high God called Gran Maitre and 

cannot be reached so adherents focus on the loas.  These spirits are intermediaries between Gran 

Maitre and man.  Many voodoo followers are also Roman Catholics and adhere to the sacraments 

in Catholicism.   

 

There are two different groups of Voodoo 

 

Loa Rada ï (95%) is peaceful and happy.   

 

Loa Petro ï (5%) is angry and mean.  Black magic, curses, zombies and sexual orgies.   

 

DISTINCTIVE PRACTICES  
 

Religious authority resides in priests (houngan) and priestesses (mambo) who lead specific 

communities residing as confessor, physician, magician, 

counselor and fortune-teller.  They perform rites of initiation, 

cast spells and concoct magic potions.  The rada and petro are 

ceremonies where drumming, dancing and chanting occur and 

where some are in a trance-like state.  The priest or priestess 

will divide the material from the immaterial and often will 

involve the sacrifice of an animal.   

 

ZOMBIES  ï Created by those who practice black magic.  

They create potions which causes the organs to slow to such 

an extent that the person appears to be a zombie.  The person 

is buried then dug up two days later given an antidote to cure 

them.   

 

VOODOO DOLLS  ï Hollywood has tainted this but it is 

practiced (or was) in New Orleans to cast spells on people for 

good and for bad.      

 

WANGA  ï Supernatural forces can be captured and enclosed in bottles called wangas.  The 

purpose is to cause sickness or ill-will to a specific person.   

                                                 
50. Ibid.   
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DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are Voodoo or 

Rastafarian based on our discussion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrkrvwtgu"hqt"hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

Magic: Deut. 18:13-15 (read in context); Acts 8:9-13; 13:6-12; 16:16-18; 19:13-19; Gal. 5:19-

21; Rev. 21:8.   

 

The issue you might have to deal with is that there are a lot of uncertainties about magic, ghosts 

and angels and demons.  We are not told how things work in the immaterial world but one thing 

is for certain that Christ has control over all whether it is magic, demons or whatever (see Rom. 

8:38-39; 1 Cor. 10:20-21; Eph. 1:18-22; Col. 1:13; 1 Tim. 4:1; James 2:19).   

 

Black Nationalism:  Gen. 1:26-28; Matthew 22:37-39; Col. 3:1-11; 1 John 4:1-7 
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LLeessssoonn   ##99::    CChhuurrcchh  ooff   JJeessuuss  CChhrr iisstt   

ooff   LLaatt tt eerr--DDaayy  SSaaiinn tt ss  ((MMoorrmm oonn ss))  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

As I noted in the first lesson, one winter I had an 

encounter with Mormon missionaries.  I met with them 

on a regular basis for a period of two months before I 

never saw nor heard of them again.  They said they were 

from the Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS for 

now on) which is the official name for Mormons.51  From 

our numerous discussions I was impressed with their 

knowledge of their core doctrines and their willingness to 

adventure into unfamiliar, albeit hostile, territories to 

convert people in something that strongly believe as 

essential for eternal life.52  I was also astounded by their 

physical appearance and how concerned they were about 

taking care of their physical bodies.  Every Mormon 

missionary I have met is the cookie-cutter image of what 

a Mormon should look like: trimmed hair, well-dressed 

(shirt and tie) and lean around the edges.   

 

Having said that, there are numerous reasons why I 

believe the LDS church is not a denomination of 

Christianity but it is, in fact, a religious cult.  My reasons 

will be explained later as we define what constitutes a cult but by saying this I am not belittling 

Mormons or holding them up to beat them down rather I am comparing what they adhere to as 

doctrine versus what the Scriptures say.   

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   Have you encountered someone who was a Mormon?  What 

was that experience like?   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
51.  I will explain where the name ñMormonò came from in the ñBrief Historyò section below.   

 

52.  I wonder how many of you would be willing and able to do that.  Do you know enough about Scripture 

to go into a foreign land and convert people for the cause of Christ?  Perhaps a lesson could be learned from the 

Mormons.    
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If not then what do you know about the LDS church from your research or life 

experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

discussion 
 

 

Again, my desire here is for a fair assessment of what the LDS church believes as far as its core 

doctrines.  I will then discuss what constitutes a movement as a cult and then give reasons why I 

believe the LDS church is a cult.   

 

Brief History 53  
 

The origins of the LDS church begin in New England in 1805 with the birth of Joseph Smith, Jr. 

in Sharon, Vermont.  When Joseph was 14 it was recorded:  

 

ñAs a young man, Joseph Smith assisted his family in clearing land, hauling rocks, and 

performing a multitude of other duties. His mother, Lucy, reported that the boy Joseph 

was given to serious reflection and often thought about 

the welfare of his immortal soul. He was especially 

concerned about which of all the churches proselyting in 

the Palmyra area was right.ò
54

 

 

Shortly after this: 

 

ñOn a beautiful spring morning in 1820, alone in a 

grove of trees near his home, Joseph Smith knelt down 

and began to offer up the desires of his heart to God, 

asking for guidance.ò
55

 

 

Smith recorded the experience:   

 

                                                 
53.  May be the understatement of the entire series to say this is brief.  For a complete treatment of the 

Mormon history access their websites at www.lds.org and www.mormon.org.    

 

54.  Our Heritage: A Brief History of the Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints, (Salt Lake City, UT: The 

Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1996).  Accessed from the LDS website at http://library.lds.org/nxt/ 

gateway.dll/Curriculum/sunday%20school.htm/our%20heritage.htm?fn=default.htm$f=templates$3.0 

 

55.  Ibid.    
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ñAfter I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to go, having looked 

around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of 

my heart to God. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some 

power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to 

bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it 

seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.ò
56

 

 

The LDS historian records: 

 

ñWhen the sun rose on that morning in 1820, Joseph Smith could scarcely have imagined 

that with the coming of twilight, a prophet would once more walk the earth. He, an 

obscure boy living in western New York, had been chosen by God to perform the 

marvelous work and wonder of restoring the gospel and the Church of Jesus Christ to the 

earth. He had seen two divine personages and was now uniquely able to testify to the true 

nature of God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. That morning was truly the dawning 

of a brighter dayðlight had flooded a grove of trees, and God the Father and Jesus 

Christ had called a 14-year-old boy to be their prophet.ò
57

 

 

In 1827 he was visited by the angel Moroni who led him to the buried Book of Mormon.  

According to their teaching there was an ancient prophet 

named Mormon (hence the name) who was a member of the 

tribe of Israelites who migrated to America in 600 BC and 

split into two groups: The Nephites and the pagan Lamanites.  

After Christ appeared in the resuurection he instructed the 

Nephites in building the church.  In 385 the Nephites were 

destroyed and Mormonôs son Moroni wrote down the 

abridged writings on sacred gold plates and hid them in 

Cumorah Hill outside Palmyra, NY where Smith grew up.   

 

Smith was able to translate the tablets by mystical tools 

called Urim and Thummim and the translation was 

completed in 1830. Thus 

the Book of Mormon was a 

record of Mormon, passed 

down to his son Moroni 

and revealed to Joseph 

Smith, Jr. in a vision.   

 

The church grew but Smith was persecuted for their strange 

practices (like polygamy) and he eventually was killed for his 

beliefs.  However, under the leadership of Brigham Young, the 

                                                 
56.  Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 1:1:15.  Accessed at http://library.lds.org/nxt/gateway.dll/ 

Curriculum/sunday%20school.htm/our%20heritage.htm?fn=default.htm$f=templates$3.0 

 

57.  Our Heritage, Chapter 1.    
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movement went out west and eventually settled in Salt Lake City, Utah where the Mormon 

headquarters are to this day.58   

 

Belie fs  

 

SCRIPTURE ï They adhere to the KJV of the Holy Bible, the Book of Mormon, 

Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price.   

    

 GOD 
 

ñThe Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as manôs; the Son also; but 

the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. 

Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.ò
59

 

 

ñIt is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the Character of 

God, and to know that we may converse with him as one man converses with 

another, and that he was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of 

us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ himself did; and I will show it 

from the Bible.ò
60

 

 

ñIn the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the Gods; and they 

came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it. When we 

begin to learn this way, we begin to learn the only true God, and what kind of a 

being we have got to worship.ò
61

 

 

 VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST 
 

ñJesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was 

in the garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven.ò62 

 

SALVATION ï Only Mormons can participate in ultimate glory and what they call 

godhood.  Mormons believe that the dead will have opportunity to accept the Mormon 

faith which is why people are baptized hundreds of times for the dead.  They are proxies 

for those who are dead.   

 

                                                 
58.  For a timeline of events with the LDS Church see http://scriptures.lds.org/chchrono/contents.  

   

59.  Articles of Faith 130:22.  Accessed at  http://scriptures.lds.org/en/dc/130.   

 

60.  Joseph Smith, Jr., Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345.  Accessed at http://www.boap.org/ 

LDS/Joseph-Smith/Teachings/T6.html.   

 

61.  Ibid., 349.    

 

62.  Brigham Young, Journal and Discourses, 1:51.    
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PRIESTHOOD ï Every young man age 16 and up is ordained to the priesthood but it 

was not until 1978 where black people could participate.63  Women are not allowed to 

participate in mission work.   

 

POLYGAMY ï It was an original practice of Mormons to endorse polygamy where one 

man would have multiple wives.  This was banned in the late 1800s but is still practiced 

by a few Mormons.   

 

Hierarchy and structure  

 

 
 

 

                                                 
63.  Losch, 36.    
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Cult?  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What is a cult?  How would you define it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñA cult mightébe defined as a group of people gathered about a specific person or personôs 

misinterpretation of the Bible.ò64   

 

Usually one man is in control of the church and/or built around one man or womanôs false 

interpretation of the Scriptures.  Power and coercion are key tactics used by people of this type of 

faith system.  All decisions are made ñfrom the topò and any attempt for free thinking is 

controlled by a power structure that is not generous enough for free thinking.   

 

The LDS church is a cult because it was built on one manôs ñvisionò of God and the discovery of 

ñhidden textsò on a hill in New York.  The origins are of the LDS church are suspect for 

numerous reasons: 

 

 Scientific evidence proves that the origins of the book are human and not divine.   

 Archaeological evidence disproves their claims of civilizations that came in 600 B.C. 

through America.   

 Blood findings reveal that the Native Americans were not the Lamanites of Jewish 

origin like the LDS church teaches.   

 There are blatant contradictions and errors in the Book of Mormon itself.   

 There are blatant plagiarisms of the KJV used in the Book of Mormon.  Example Moroni 

10 and 1 Cor. 12:1-11; 2 Nephi 14 and Isaiah 4 and 3 Nephi 13 and Matthew 6.   

 There are also anachronisms and contradictions.   

 The Mormon doctrine of God and Jesus Christ is heresy and is in no way accurate with 

the New Testament.65 

 

 

                                                 
64.  Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults, Revised updated and Expanded edition.  Edited by Ravi 

Zacharias, (Bloomington, MN: Bethany House, 2003): 17.  Originally published by Walter Martin in 1965.    

 

65.  For a complete and scholarly treatise on this subject I urge you to check out Martin, The Kingdom of 

the Cults, 193-261.    
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DISCUSSION QUESTION:  How might you begin to reach out to those who are 

Mormons?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrkrvwtgu"hqt"hwtvjgt"uvwf{¥ 
 

 

See these excellent articles by Dave Miller who works at Apologetics Press: 

 

Is the Book of Mormon From God? [Part I] (http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/240245) 

 

Is the Book of Mormon From God? [Part II] 

(http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/240237) 

 

Can Humans Become Gods? (http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2275) 

 

Baptism for the Dead? (http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/1799) 

 

The Next Domino: Polygamy (http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2882) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/240245
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/240237
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2275
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/1799
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2882
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LLeessssoonn   ##1100::    JJeehhoovv aahhõõss  WWiitt nn eesssseess  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Perhaps you were on your couch watching 

the latest football game and enjoying a nice 

bowl of popcorn with a glass of sweet tea 

and you heard the door bell ring.  You say 

to yourself, ñThatôs funny, I wasnôt 

expecting anyone today.ò  Reluctantly you 

approach the door and you see two people 

standing peering into the window of the 

door and you before you can dive down and 

hide and hope they walk away; you make 

the dreaded eye contact.  So you open the 

door and they quickly ask you, ñWould you 

like to know the truth?ò  A bit taken back 

you might respond, ñthe truth about what?ò  They respond: ñthe truth about God, the Bible and 

His will for you.ò  Quickly you realize that they are not Mormons (because they are not wearing 

name tags) but they definitely are different about what they believe and after a while they hand 

you literature published by the Watchtower Society.  You Google that and soon enough you start 

reading about the group called Jehovahôs Witnesses.     

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:   Have you encountered someone who was a Jehovahôs 

Witnesses?  What was that experience like?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If not then what do you know about the Jehovahôs Witnesses from your research or 

life experience? 
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discussion 
 

 

Again, my desire here is for a fair assessment of what the Jehovahôs Witnesses believe and while 

I firmly  believe they are a cult there are some aspects of their practice that are worthy of praise.  

However, I firmly believe, like the LDS Church, that they are a cult based on the criteria 

mentioned on page 54 of this study.   

 

Brief History 66 
 

The origins of the Jehovah Witnesses stem from a man 

by the name of Charles Taze (C. T.) Russell.  He was 

frustrated with the Congregationalist religion he was 

instructed in (mainly with the doctrine of eternal 

suffering in hell) and decided to form his own bible 

class.  He called himself ñPastor Russellò and began to 

preach and began a tract called Thy Kingdom Come.  

Soon after that Russell began the Watchtower Bible and 

Tract Society and published a document called The 

Watchtower.  In 1919 he published a magazine called 

The Golden Age which eventually became Awake! and is 

still widely used to this day.  Millions of people are 

reached through the Watchtower which controls the 

doctrine and practice of the church and is the medium 

through which the Kingdom Halls preach their message.   

 

The headquarters of the movement is in Brooklyn, New 

York where large pieces of property has been purchased 

where they still operate the shipment of millions of documents to all over the world.  They have 

office headquarters and apartments for their workers offered at no cost to employees.   

 

The leadership of the Jehovahôs Witnesses since Russell is as follows.   

 

C. T. Russell Ą  

Joseph Franklin Rutherford (1869-1942) Ą  

Nathan homer Knorr (1905-1977) Ą  

Frederick W. Franz Ą  

Milton G. Henschel (1921-2003) Ą  

D. A. Adams (1925-) Current President 

 

                                                 
66.  Again this is a brief history of Jehovah Witnesses.  For a thorough treatment visit their website at 

http://www.watchtower.org/ and also compare that with The Kingdom of the Cults, pp. 49-63.  Information here is 

from Losch, 47-48.     

 

http://www.watchtower.org/

