Greed and God's Word

Psalm 118:24
INTRODUCTION:

I. I want you to answer this question for me on a piece of paper or in your head if you have nothing to write with.  

II. Yes or No: Are you a greedy person?

a. I don't want you to qualify the question by saying, "Well, at certain circumstances I guess I could be greedy."

b. Or, "at some point I guess we all are greedy."  When we think like this it tends to deflate our personal responsibility.  It is the difference in saying we are all sinners (Rom. 3:23) and I am a sinner!
c. Just answer the question, "Are you greedy?"  

III. I can honestly say that I am greedy.  I blame some of it on this culture we live in but I blame most of it on my inability to change my thoughts and my actions.  

IV. Many of you struggle with greed.  We think for some reason that we deserve all of the good things we get. 
a. We think we deserve the four-bedroom house, the flat screen TV, the BOSE surround system, the new boat, the new I-POD, the new I-Phone or whatever.  

b. When I taught this to the teenagers over a week ago I asked the question, "At what point will it be enough for you?"  In other words at what point will you be able to say, "Enough is enough"?  

c. Some of the answers were staggering…if we do not change our mindsets and if we do not recognize our greed then we will never, ever, ever be satisfied.  

d. Why?  Because we will live life focused on the next thing.  It does not have to be possession-oriented.  Some people say they will be happy when they get married…some people say they will be happy when they have children…when they get the next promotion…when they retire…when they have grandchildren…this or that.  All of those are good things but should be recognized as gifts from God instead of necessities in life!  

e. Why?  Do we think the person who remains single their whole life cannot have a life complete in God?  Ask the Apostle Paul about that.  Or what about the married couple who could not have any kids…are they somewhat less inferior?  No!  

V. Tonight we are going to look at what the Bible generally says about greed and make some conclusions.  We will start with the Old Testament then move towards the New Testament.  

VI. Don't loose me…please open your Bibles and underline these verses as I go along and they should help you in your struggles.  

First things first:  Psalm 118:24, "This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!"  (REPEAT)  

I. Greed in the Old Testament

a. Characters

i. Esau – Genesis 25:29-34

ii. Pharaoh

iii. People of Israel – Exodus 32
iv. Nadab and Abihu – Leviticus 10:1-2

v. David, Solomon, Ahab…

b. Verses

i. In the Old Testament and a couple times in the New Testament there is this idea about being greedy for dishonest gain.

1. Psalm 10:3  For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD.
2. Proverbs 1:19  Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.
3. Proverbs 15:27  Whoever is greedy for unjust gain troubles his own household, but he who hates bribes will live.
4. Jeremiah 6:13  For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely.
5. Jeremiah 8:10 Therefore I will give their wives to others and their fields to conquerors, because from the least to the greatest everyone is greedy for unjust gain; from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely.
6. The word used here for dishonest gain, "is a technical term used by weavers to designate the action of cutting a piece of cloth free from the loom after it has been woven (cf. also KB). Isaiah 38:12 bears this out when it has Hezekiah contemplating the end of his life in such terms. Job (Job 6:9) also asks that God would cut off his life. However, the more common connotation of the root is based on a slightly different aspect of "cut off." That is to cut off what is not one's own, or in the slang of our day, to take a "rip-off," thus to be greedy, covetous." (Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament).  
7. The point of the text is they were ripping people off due to their greed.  I would argue that we are ripping God off because of our greed.  Just like the sons of Eli in 1 Samuel 8:3 who did not walk in his ways we too often do not walk in the ways of God.  
8. We turn our noses up and say we are the restored church of the NT yet we do not act like it because we think we deserve this or we think we deserve that!
c. Proverbs 28:25  A greedy man stirs up strife, but the one who trusts in the LORD will be enriched. 
i. I am not sure what the complete meaning of this verse is but it seems to me that greedy people who do not get their way will stir things up until they do get their way.
ii. You ever met someone who is not satisfied until their way is accomplished?
II. Greed in the New Testament

a. Characters

i. The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-30)
ii. The Rich Ruler (Luke 18:18-30)

iii. The Man with One Talent (Matthew 25:14-30)

iv. Judas Iscariot

v. Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:18)

b. Verses

i. According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 5:10 that we should not completely disfellowship those who are greedy otherwise we would have to leave the world.  

ii. Paul, in 1 Thessalonians 2:5, stated that he did not come to with fancy words or with a "pretext for greed."  

1. What’s that all about?

2. The NIV says, "nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed."

3. Paul wanted them to know that he was not serving them with an ulterior motive.  Peter, in 2 Peter 2:3, said that false prophets will deceive people and exploit them with false words because of their greed.  

4. I wonder how many of us serve people with a motive to be paid in return.  It does not have to be monetary for maybe we do things because we like it when people give us compliments.   

iii. In 1 Corinthians 6:10 Paul said that those who are greedy will not inherit the kingdom of God. Couple things to note:
1. Notice he mentions those who are greedy in the same context as those who are adulterers, idolaters, homosexuals, drunkards, revilers.  Meaning, to Paul there is no difference in those who continually practice sin.

2. That leads me to my next point…Paul is not condemning those who were greedy or those who occasionally find themselves to be greedy.  He is against those who are militant and greedy.

iv. When Paul was encouraging the Ephesian brethren to not walk as the Gentiles in Ephesians 4:18-19 part of the problem with the Gentiles was that they were greedy.  
v. In 1 Timothy 3:8 and Titus 1:7 Paul describes as part of the role of deacons and elders is that they must not be greedy for dishonest gain.  

vi. Peter, still in the context of false prophets in 2 Peter 2:14 said that those who are greedy are accursed!

III. Conclusions about Greed in the Bible

a. It is safe to say that the number one characteristic of those who are greedy is selfishness.  

b. It seems that the majority of what the Bible says about greed mentions that those who are greedy stir things up.  

c. The ones who are greedy have secret motives.  

d. Those in leadership roles in the church are not greedy people.  

e. In the end, those characterized by greed do not receive God's blessings.  

IV. What can we do?

a. For a few weeks I have told my teenagers that the problem with issues like greed, jealousy, anger and guilt is that they are issues rooted deep in our inner being.  

b. We hide them with different wrappings and lock it up in our hearts where it festers.  (KALEB'S CUP)

c. We have to attack the root of the problem and fix our hearts and with greed it means we have to work things out between ourselves and the Lord.

i. Rolling Stones did not have much to say that is edifying but I agree with their mentality in a popular song where they said, "I can't get no satisfaction.  But I try and I try and I try."  
ii. With greed we have to look God square in the eyes and say, "Lord…I have more than I need.  I have been greedy and holding from you an evil that has been lodged into my heart!  When I am greedy it means that I am not satisfied with what you have given me!"

iii. That's hard to vocalize brethren!

iv. Why?

v. In about 25 days from now we have a holiday where greed absolutely reigns.  (CHRISTMAS STORY)

vi. What if, on Christmas day, we actually did dedicate it to the Lord and did not buy presents but instead went out and fed the hungry, proclaim God's word, clothed the homeless and provided shelter to the weak?

vii. But, like me, many of us think Christmas is about the gifts.  

viii. I am not saying gifts are bad but when we buy someone a $2500 tennis bracelet and then struggle to put money in the offering plate something is messed up in our hearts!

What are you going to do with your greedy heart?  Greed breaks marriages apart…it ruins your high-school experience and destroys your relationship with your children, grandchildren and your coworkers.  

Hebrews 13:5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."

2 Corinthians 12:10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

1 Timothy 6:8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.

Philippians 4:11-13 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

Psalm 118:24 This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

