Flaming Darts and Piercing Swords

Eph. 6:10-18

INTRODUCTION:

One of the worst experiences one can go through is to experience the pain of something unexpected happen.  These unexpected moments come to us like a rainstorm in the middle of a dry and dusty desert.  The unexpected moments do not show partiality and nor are they interested in how well you are doing.  They could care less about the pain you have already endured for these unexpected moments prefer those who are at their weakest.  

An unexpected moment looks like a family who is barely scrapping by financially and all of the sudden the transmission goes out in the car.  An unexpected moment looks like an unmarried couple that has been sexually active and now finds themselves pregnant.  An unexpected moment looks like an economy that goes in the tank and suddenly it looks like you may not get to retire as quickly as you once thought.   

Whatever those moments look like to you the point is true that we all encounter moments in our lives that we did not plan for and suddenly we are scrambling to find out a solution to the madness.  

As we look at the text tonight it seems clear that Paul has in mind those moments in our lives that are difficult, if not impossible to prepare for.  Those moments in our lives that are what we may call DEFINING MOMENTS.  But he does not merely introduce the subject without coming up with a solution.  Rather he is interested in coming up with a definite solution to the problem at hand.  

For weeks now the teenagers have been studying the book of Ephesians in the Sunday morning class and the theme is “Identity in the Book of Ephesians.”  I think it is so appropriate that Paul closes with these discussion on the being a soldier in Christ.  

Imagine Paul writing a letter to you and in the first few paragraphs he talks to you about being strong and putting on the entire armor of God and going out and conquering the Devil.  I am not sure about you but I would be just a little bit discouraged.  But he starts with a discussion on blessings and then moves to love, inclusiveness, wisdom, newness and then closes with these encouraging words in Ephesians 6:10-18.  

What I am going to do tonight is make some observations from the text from my context.  You have heard many sermons on this and so we will do more application than exegesis but both will be utilized.  I am going to spend time answering the question, “So what?”  more than the question, “What?”  

Read the text…

Observation #1: The strength to endure is not within us.  

I know that sounds horrible and maybe contrary to your reading of the text but hear me out…

Paul says, “Finally…”  This is probably the point of the letter the Ephesians paid most attention to.   This is part of the sermon where most of the brethren perks up and knows that the preacher is about to either say something really important or, better yet, he is about to stop talking.  

What Paul is about to say is important…

“Be strong in the strength of his might.”  Did you catch that?  It is not within us to face spiritual forces if darkness.  It is not within you to solve the worlds problems.  It is not within you to predict your future. It is not within you to heal your bodies, to secure your debt, to plan your future.  Folks…our strength…if left up to us could do nothing.  But the one who parted the Red Sea, stopped the Sun, sent the Son is the one who has the strength to conquer evil. 

You want to know why we struggle with our Christianity?  Because we try to rely on our success to solve the problems.  Three words that are contrary to all doctrine and those are: “YES I CAN”!  Here is my response to you…NO YOU CAN’T!!!  

YES HE CAN!!!!!  

Be strong in the Lord.  Psalm 37:39-40.  

Do you ever look at the lives of Paul, Peter and others in the New Testament and wonder how they were able to cope with so much adversity yet still find the strength to persevere?  It was because they were intoxicated with God.  Did you know that the Bible tells us to get drunk?  Look at Isaiah 29:9 (Astonish yourselves and be astonished; blind yourselves and be blind! Be drunk, but not with wine; stagger, but not with strong drink!).
When we misplace strength and completely rely on ourselves we are setting ourselves up for failure.  

What am I going to do?  I have so many things coming up and I am just not sure I will be able to get them done.  Maybe the right question to ask is, “What is God going to do?”   

Observation #2:  We are at War

Two of the scariest verses in the New Testament occur back-to-back to each other.  Verses 11b-12.  

I don’t know if this freaks you out like it does me but the devil has a plan.  Look at Genesis 3, Job 1-2 and Matthew 4:1-10 and it is easy to see that the Devil makes an effort to thwart the efforts of the righteous.  Why would Peter compare the Devil to a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8) if the Devil was not methodical with his planning.  If the devil did not plan then he would be compared to a roaming squirrel or better yet, a stinking opossum.  

The thing about a scheme is that it looks so good at first.  Be it a relationship, a job or whatever.  That’s the point of a trap is to lure someone in and then pounce on them when they are hooked.  

Verse 12 lets us know how serious the devil’s schemes really are.  I am not about to explain the verse because it may be beyond my comprehension.  But the war we fight is definitely not in Iraq, Afghanistan or even against the Taliban folks our war is against the demonic forces of evil.  

Look at Isaiah’s picture of someone who schemes: Isaiah 32:7  As for the scoundrel - his devices are evil; he plans wicked schemes to ruin the poor with lying words, even when the plea of the needy is right.
This is an accurate depiction of who the devil really is.  This is in a context where Israel anticipates the Messianic King who will come and bring justice over all of the oppressors.  But something came to me when I read the next verse in Isaiah 32:8 -But he who is noble plans noble things, and on noble things he stands.  

We are at a loss for nobility these days.  Nobody seems to want to stand up for what is right and I can see it by the way guys treat girls.  I was taught at a very early age to hold doors for girls and to clean-up after them and to get something if they forgot to get it.  This was something that was engrained in me not to get something in return but to be nice to all people.  

I do not see much of that anymore.  In our context in Ephesians 6 we are told to stand 4 different times.  Brethren it is hard to stand when you spend most of your time on your tail-end doing nothing.  We can either sit and watch things take control over us our we can stand firm in his might.  

It is good thing that, according to Ephesians 1:18-21, Christ has all authority over the powers in this world.  But let it be known that we are at war and what’s at stake is our families, our relationships, our churches and our salvation.  A lot of people are going to hell because they have not tapped into the life-giving resource of God Almighty.  

Brethren….we are at war.  
Observation #3:  What’s your weakest link?
Talk about weak points in the armor.  

Look at the 6 pieces of armor and I wonder which one you struggle with the most.  I really do well at some of these but I wonder which one we struggle the most with. Personally I find myself struggling the most with the shoes of readiness.  Some of your versions may have “preparations” beside it.  Whatever the case may be I struggle with being ready.  Often when the Devil hits me is at the point where I am spiritually not ready.  

It’s one of those trying moments…you know the moments where a lot of decisions have been put on your plate and you are already stressed from working hours and then something Satanic comes and you let it happen and you think to yourself, “Wow…I sure was not ready for that.”  Let me ask you something… “If Jesus were to come right now would you be ready?”  (PAUSE) If you can’t answer that question faithfully then something needs to be done.  It is like Keith Parker’s question of whether you know you are going to heaven.  

ARE YOU READY?

That was my weakest link in my armor but it seems that most of us struggle with the sword of the Spirit.  Why?  We just do not get into it like we should.  The Greek word for Sword here is the word that means the precision knife (small sword) that would pierce purposefully and was used in close combat. This is different from the other sword used to cut in big sweeps like a claymore. This is where we struggle.  We are ignorant of the Lord’s commands because we do not soak in Scripture.  

Richard Foster described Scripture Reading this way in his book Life with God: “Our practice of Spiritual Disciplines is kept on course by our immersion in Scripture.  And so it is, we come to see, that this reading and studying and memorizing and meditating is totally in the service of ‘the life that really is life” (p. 9; citing 1 Tim. 6:19).  

It is one thing brethren to read the bible for facts looking at the minutia but it is an entirely different thing to let Scripture read you.  To let it soak into the depths of your marrow.  To allow Scripture to change your life.             

Observation #4: This battle is won in the extremes.             

I was studying the verses one time and the first thing that popped up in my brain were all the references to extremes.  

Verse 11 – Put on the whole armor (panopli,an)


Verse 13 - Therefore take up the whole armor of God (panopli,an)

Verse 13 – Having done all (a[panta)


Verse 16 – In all circumstances (evn pa/sin)


Verse 16 – You can extinguish all the flaming darts (pa,nta)


Verse 18 – Praying at all times (pa,shj)


Verse 18 – With all prayer and supplication (evn panti.)


Verse 18 – For all the Saints (pa,ntwn tw/n a`gi,wn)

Do you know what this says to me brethren?  Fighting the Devil is not one of those gray areas.  You know the gray areas I am talking about.  Matters of opinion verses matters of doctrine and which are which.  Fighting the devil is very much black and white.  It is like marriage…what if the preacher asked the groom if he would take this woman to be his lawfully wedded wife, etc. and he said, “I am not sure? I will have to think about it.  Let me get back to you on that one”?  Odds are the woman is going to slap him and the father-in-law will probably head to his truck to get a gun.  

Our relationship with God is exactly like a marriage in that it is a covenant.  We are all in or we are all out.  

Let me ask you something…jump to verse 13…. “Have you done all that you can to stand firm?”  

“Have you done all that you can to stand firm?”  

“Have you done all that you can to stand firm?”  

Even when you can do no more have you done all you could to place your trust and hope and faith and righteousness and readiness in God Almighty.  I am not going to walk down the streets of Baghdad without some sort of protection from the potential forces.  I am not going to go out on a football field against other athletes without wearing the proper gear.  Why would I try to fight the devil without the proper gear?

We need to stay fired up against the devil or he will creep in our homes and in our relationships and destroy us all.  

Conclusion:

I imagine the Ephesians listening to this being read to them they were very much encouraged.  It was like a breath of fresh air.  I don’t have to do it alone.  We can rely on each other.  Christ has already won the victory.    
