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It may seem 

cumbersome but 

really tell this story 

to the teens and try 

to familiarize it from 

heart.  It is a 

powerful lesson on 

idolatry but even 

more so on what we 

treasure. 

Lesson 1 ɀ Believing in Nothing ï Part 1 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

1If you could imagine the vilest person to 
ever walk the planet then you would be 
closer to the description of the Biblical 
character known as Ahab.  Look at the 
description given him by the writer of 1 
Kings.  He says, ȰAnd Ahab the son of Omri 
did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him.  And as if it 
had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the 
sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, he took 
for his wife Jezebel 
the daughter of 

Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and 
worshiped him.  He erected an altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he built in Samaria. And Ahab made an Asherah. 
Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger 
than all the kings of Israel who were before him” (1 Kings 16:30-33).2  Several things 
have gone wrong for this man in his upbringing but it is clear he has made a choice to 
do everything possible to go against where he came from.  Look at this man’s 
character: 
 

 Did evil in plain sight of God (v. 30) 

 He continued the path of Jeroboam and notoriously wicked man (v. 31)! 

 Chose Jezebel for a wife who was from the Sidonians which was part of the 

                                                 
1.  All images in these studies come from Corbisimages.com.  All rights are reserved for them.    

 

2.  In these studies I will use the English Standard Version.  Feel free to use whatever makes you 

comfortable.  I recommend the ESV, NKJV, NASU, NIV and the NLT.    
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Canaanite people who were known for their evil (v. 31). 

 Worshipped and served Baal.  Erected an altar for Baal and made an Asherah 
(vv. 31-33).   

 According to the writer of 1 Kings, nobody did more to displease God than 
Ahab! 

 
Fast forward to 1 Kings 18 where Elijah the prophet of God challenges Ahab and his 
prophets of Baal.  This is really a great duel between someone who is stuck in idolatry 
and someone who is a real prophet of God.  
Ahab meets Elijah and Elijah looks him 
square in the eye and says, ȰI have not 
troubled Israel, but you have, and your 
father's house, because you have 
abandoned the commandments of the 
LORD and followed the Baals.  Now 
therefore send and gather all Israel to me 
at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of 
Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who 
ÅÁÔ ÁÔ *ÅÚÅÂÅÌͻÓ ÔÁÂÌÅȱ (1 Kings 18:18-19).   
 
What a man of faith and character!!!  So the duel is on and Elijah essentially shows to 
Ahab and to all the different priests and prophets of Baal that their gods are merely a 
figment of their imagination.  They could not reign fire down and Elijah mocked their 
gods saying (I imagine in a sarcastic tone), Ȱ#ÒÙ ÁÌÏÕÄȟ ÆÏÒ ÈÅ ÉÓ Á ÇÏÄȢ %ÉÔÈÅÒ ÈÅ ÉÓ 
musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and 
ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ Á×ÁËÅÎÅÄȱ (1 Kings 18:27).  Elijah then was able to call upon the God of Israel 
to reign down fire to show that there is only one God (1 Kings 18:31-38).  This would 
ensure to the onlookers that nobody violates the commandments of God even when 
there is only one prophet left.   
 
“But what does that mean for me?  What is the point of looking at an old story that 
really has nothing to do with me because last time I checked, there are no shrines to 
Baal nor are there Asherahs lying around our house?”   
 

MAIN EVENTé 

 
So what leads a people to cut themselves in the name of gods or a god?  Intense 
devotion?  Stupidity?  Perhaps these people began to worship Baal and various other 
gods because somewhere along the line they simply lost their bearings.  They lost 
their identity and who they were became associated with what they followed and 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ %ÌÉÊÁÈ ÄÉÄ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÂÕÉÌÄ 
the altar of the Lord, which had been 
destroyed during this period of 
idolatry in the land of Israel.   He 
avoided all contact with the altar that 
had been dedicated to and associated 
×ÉÔÈ "ÁÁÌȢȱ   
 
Chuck Swindoll, Elijah, p. 82.   



 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 4 

pretty soon what they followed is what consumed them.  So let me ask you….     
 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÄÏÌÁÔÒÙȩȱ  Break up into groups of 3 and come up with a creative and 
unique definition.  Write it below.     
 

“Idolatry is usually defined as worship of any cult image, idea, or object, as 
opposed to the worship of a monotheistic God. It is considered a major sin in the 
Abrahamic religions whereas in religions where such activity is not considered 
as sin, the tani ~e`kh]pnu  epoahb eo ]^oajp” (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idolatry).  
Idolatry is simply anything that takes one away from worshipping God almighty!  
It would help, as the teacher, if you came up with your own definition.  Write the 
responses on the board.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If we use the definition an idol is anything that takes the place of God then we start 
to understand a little bit what idolatry really is.  True, we may not offer our blood to 
the gods of Baal nor do we have carved images of Buddha sitting on our mantels in 
our homes but it can be argued that the United States of America is one of the most 
idolatrous nations in the world.   
 
Why is that?  Share your responses (in small groups) and write your answers in the 
space below:   
 

Look all around you and you will find people who are consumed with everything except 
God.  We have the highest debt in the entire world because we live in a period where 
people buy product, after product, after product.  There are teenage girls who are never 
satisfied with the clothes they wear and are always out on the prowl looking to buy the 
next pair of jeans or make-up product.  There are teenage guys who cannot accept their 
^k`eao ]o Fk` o pailha ]j` ok pdau lqil opanke`o ejpk pdaen ^k`eao kn pda skng kqp bkn 
hours on end to look good for the ladies.  Americans live in this constant state of 
discontentment with what they have because there is always the problem out there that 
plagues theméit is what they do not have!  
 
 

When you see this 

color font it will be 

blank in the student 

booklets.  These are 

Robbieôs thoughts 

and you can take 

them or leave them.  

If you get stuck in 

discussion they are 

there to help! 
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In the fall of 2008 when the American economy went into the tank there were a 
number of suicides by top executives that showed where people placed their hopes 
and dreams.  David Kellermann who was the Chief Financial Officer of a mortgage 
company called Freddie Mac committed suicide.  New York lawyer William Parente 
killed his wife and two daughters before killing himself in a Maryland hotel room April 
19. He had reportedly lost about $27 billion for his clients.  Rene-Thierry Magon de la 
Villehuchet, founder of AIA Group, slit his wrists in his New York office after losing 
$1.4 billion (U.S.) in Bernie Madoff's Ponzi scheme.  
 
What is the deal with all of this?  I believe with every ounce of my being that when 
you give your heart to something else it then consumes you to the point where 
nothing in this world matters.   
 

Jesus said it this way: ȰNo one can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
ÏÔÈÅÒȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÓÅÒÖÅ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÅÙȱ (Matt. 6:24).     

 
 What does a master mean? 
 

A master is someone or something who exercises authority over someone.  The Greek 
word for “master” is kurios which is also translated “lord” in the New Testament.  So 
when Jesus says, ñno man can serve two mastersò it also can mean no man can serve 
two lords! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where are we going?  In these 12 weeks we will explore the issues of idolatry in our 
lives and since this is a split class we have the opportunity to discuss things from a 
gender specific perspective.  It is true that guys have very different idols than girls so 
this gives us the liberty to discuss those issues freely without someone from the 
opposite sex looking over our shoulder.   
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Crunched for time?  

Assign these verses 

to various groups.  

One group gets 

Psalm 16:4 and 

44:20-21 and the 

next group gets Luke 

12:15, etc.   

 
I ask that you give these lessons a chance.  Do not simply sit there and go through the 
motions of class counting these lessons as “good ideas” yet making no serious 
application in your own lives.  I want you to look at the lives of people who struggled 
in Scripture and answer this question for me:  
 
Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ was not at 
ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÄÏÌÁÔÒÙȩȱ  Write your answers below: 
 

What about Adam and Eve?  Vanaj p pdaen opnqcchao the idol of knowledge of good and 
evil?  Or what about Samson?  Was his idol not the idol of a sinful relationship with 
Delilah?  Or even Peter?  Was his struggle not the struggle of the idol of contentment and 
safety?  Allow them to think about this one for a few moments and even encourage some 
disagreement and healthy argumentation.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I want you to do an exercise for me.  Hopefully you are groups of three and I want 
you to look up the verses below and share what each of them says about idolatry.  
Simply don’t regurgitate (gross word but it gets the point across) what the verse says 
rather write down what the verse means in your present circumstance.   
 

 Psalm 16:4 -  
 
 Psalm 44:20-21 -  
 
 Matthew 6:19-21 -  
 
 Luke 12:15 -  
 

Romans 1:25 -  
 
 1 Corinthians 8:4 -  
 
 Colossians 3:5 -   
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James 4:1-2 –  

 
CREDITSé 

 
I want you to do some homework.  I want you to actually spend some time looking at 
your life and what you do and where your focus is.  This can be something you do 
daily or something you save until the end of the week (most of you will do it right 
before the class).  I want you, based on the definition you came up with for idolatry 
above, look at the idols in your life.  They can be visual (internet, TV) conceptual (the 
obsession of having a boyfriend/girlfriend) or even physical (clothing, body image, 
etc.).  Would you do me a favor?  Be honest and open about this.  As we will see 
later…these are the things that can destroy us.     
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Make sure you 

understand what 

each image is trying 

to convey.  Go 

through each image 

asking a different 

group a different 

question.   

Lesson 2 ɀ Believing in Nothing ɀ Part 2 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Break up into groups of 2-3 and look at the following pictures and discuss them as a 
group using the questions below.   
 

- How does this image relate to idolatry? 
 

- In what ways does this image take the form of God in 
people’s lives? 

 
- Do I personally struggle with this?   
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Tell them that this is a 

safe place for them to 

discuss this and that 

whatever they share will 

not be disclosed to 

anyone else.  

Confidentiality is a must.  

Simply say, ñThis is a 

safe place to share!ò  Be 

sure to engage them in 

good discussion as to 

why they are struggling 

with these idols!!!   

Remember last week we defined idolatry as 
anything that takes away from worshipping 
the Almighty.  We discussed a few Scriptures 
pertaining to idolatry (it may help if you 
review them) and I also gave you some 
homework.  I asked you to go home and look 
at the different idols in your lives. I wanted 
you, based on the definition we came up with for idolatry, to look at the idols in your 
lives.  They can be visual (internet, TV) conceptual (the obsession of having a 
boyfriend/girlfriend) or even physical (clothing, body image, etc.). 
 
So what did you discover?  What were/are some of the idols lurking in your lives?  
Share your answers with the class.   
  

Some of my examples: Pride, food, security, TV, cell phone, Internet, 
knowledge, agendas.  Some typical teenage responses would be: 
popularity, media, relationships (or lack thereof), self-image (i.e. wearing 
clothes so people would look at you), perfectionism, and any selfishness.   

 
 
Something to keep in mind is that an idol can be absolutely 
anything that takes the place of worshipping God Almighty!!!  It 
does not have to be something external because often the 
external is a reflection of something that is already occurring in 
your hearts internally.   

 
 

MAIN EVENTé 

 
Turn to Exodus 20.  What are the 10 Commandments? 
 

Hp s]o pda ^acejjejc _kii]j`o pd]p kqpheja` pda s]u Fk` o laklha sana pk hkra ]j` bkhhks 
God in a way that was extraordinary from the world in which they lived.  A person who 
would follow these commandments (remember there are more than 10 commandments 
the people of Israel followed) would different than the world and this was an example of 
someone who was submissive and obedient.    
 
 
  

 

Ȱ!ÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÉÄÏÌȟ ÁÎÄ 
everything ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎ ÉÄÏÌȢȱ   
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. xvi. 
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The 10 Commandments in Exodus 20 can be 
divided this way: 
 

1.   Commandments 1-4: Our Relationship 
to God  
 

2.   Commandments 5-10:  Our 
Relationship to Each Other3 

 
Read Exodus 20:3-5 or better known as 
Commandments 1-2. 4  Keep in mind that what you 
are reading is the very bedrock of Christianity for 
this is our very foundation to which we came 
from.  We may not follow the 10 commandments 
like Israel but God wrote these things for his 
people (see Rom. 15:4).   
 
 Commandment #1 (Exodus 20:3): You shall have no other gods before me. 
 

Commandment #2 (Exodus 20:4-5): You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or serve them… 

 
The very basic, most fundamental question is this, Ȱ7ÈÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ 'ÏÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÁÎ 
entire set ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÓȟ ÒÕÌÅÓȟ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ (ÉÍ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 'ÏÄȩȱ   
 

Because you cannot serve two things at one time and be very successful at it.  If I were 
to tell my wife that there is another woman in the picture her response would be 
overwhelmingly negative.  If you are working for an employer and yet you come to work 
each day and play on the Internet and text your friends then the employer will more than 
likely have a negative response.  Companies, marriages, and relationships all work on 
something called a relationship.  When one party fails to participate in that relationship it 
simply does not work.  Ask them this:  “What is the difference between an acquaintance 

                                                 
3. Interesting note on the two-fold division.  When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment in 

Matthew 22 he responded with two commandments.  The first is that one should love God with all of his heart and 

the second is that one should love his or her neighbor (22:39-41).  Perhaps Jesus, in a way, is summarizing the 10 

=hffZg]f^gml _hk pa^g a^ lZrl ģFho^ Ah]Ä ma^ _bklm 2 \hffZg]f^gml Ziier Zg] pa^g a^ lZrl* ģeho^ rhnk 

g^b`a[hkÄ ma^ eZlm 4 \hffZg]f^gml Ziier,   

 

4.  See also Deuteronomy 5:8-9 for a neat cross-reference.    
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and a best friend?”  Odds are their response is that an acquaintance is someone you 
simply know but a best friend is someone you devote time and energy on?  So it is safe to 
say that the first two commands of our religious heritage says that God does not want to 
be an acquaintance but wants to be the best friend!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This leads us back into the discussion of idolatry.  You see, if you look at Exodus 20:5 
you will notice two words in that context that belong only to God.  The two words 
are “bow down” which is an action of worship only meant for the one, true God of 
Israel.  So when you have these idols in your lives the Biblical writers (really God) is 
saying you are doing nothing more than worshipping them.   
 

When a bunch of guys are 
walking in the mall and notice 
a cute girl wearing revealing 
clothes and they jerk their 
necks to look at her and then 
all they can do is think about 
her that is an act of worship.  
When we look at ourselves in 
the mirror wherever we go 
checking out how our muscles 
look or how our figure looks 
and then comparing ourselves 
with others that is an act of 
worship.  When we elevate a 

dream of who we are and where we are going to be that is an act of worship.  When 
we look at our lives and think of how successful we are, that is an act of worship.     
 
So what is idolatry?  It is anything that takes the place of worshipping the Almighty.  
But I have something else to define it for you.  Read this long but necessary quote as 
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a class together: 
 

“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should 
you lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living.  An idol has such a controlling 
position in your heart that you can spend most of your passion and energy, your 
emotional and financial resources, on it without a second thought.  It can be 
family and children, or career and making money, or achievement and critical 
acclaim, or saving ‘face’ and social standing.  It can be a romantic relationship, 
peer approval, competence and skill, secure and comfortable circumstances, 
your beauty or your brains, a great political or social cause, your morality and 
virtue, or even success in Christian ministry.  When your meaning in life is to fix 
someone else’s life, we may call it ‘co-dependency’ but it is really idolatry.  An 
idol is whatever you look at and say, in your hearts, ‘If I have that, then I’ll feel 
significant and secure.’  There are many ways to describe that kind of 
relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is worship.”  Tim Keller, 
Counterfeit Gods, p. xviii.   

 
What are your reactions to that quote?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why or 
Why not?  Write your answers below: 
 

I am immediately drawn to my family for I believe sometimes it is only natural to serve 
your family more than you serve God.  I have reoccurring nightmares that one or more of 
my family member dies.  Each time I have that nightmare I wake up and am haunted 
with the same question, “What if that were to really happen?”  The answer to that 
question has taken different shape and form over the years.  At first, I told myself that I 
would not be able to go on and would desire for all to end.  Then, studying Job more and 
more, I realized that the more you lose something the more it should call you into the 
realization that a life without God is no life at all even if you have everything!  Each day 
is a blessing from God and with or without my family I must serve him alone for he was 
there before my family and in Him alone will I be with after my family.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 14 

Before we conclude we must look at three basic metaphors the Bible uses to 
describe how people relate to the idols of their hearts (Keller, Counterfeit Gods, xxi-
xxii): 
 

1. They LOVE idols.5 What does it mean to love an idol?’ 
 

Like a marriage.  You love someone and your whole devotion is for them and them 
alone.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. They SERVE idols.  What does it mean to serve an idol? 

 

When you serve someone or something and they are the peace and security you 
need.  Every component of your life is to serve this idol and were you not to serve it 
then your whole life would collapse.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. They TRUST idols.  What does it mean to trust an idol? 

 

This means that an idol in this capacity is one in which we place as our Lord and 
Master.  Instead of “In God we trust,” we put something else in that place.  In 
success we trust…in growth we trust.  On and on we could go.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
5.  Idolatry is seen as adultery towards God.  Jeremiah 2:1-4:4; Ezekiel 16:1-63; Hosea 1-4; Isaiah 54:5-8; 

62:5.    
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CREDITSé 

 
Last week asked you to go home and 
look at the idols in your own lives.  This 
week is a little more intensive.  Out of the 
idols you struggle with pick something 
that you struggle with the most.  It can 
be Facebook, TV, texting, wearing 
revealing clothes, looking at the opposite 
sex inappropriately or whatever.  I want 
you to fast from this for a complete 24 
hours.  Journal about your struggles from 
this and if you can’t do it then explain 
why you can’t do it.  This should prompt 

us in for good discussion next week but if you do not do the homework then you are 
the ones who will make class boring.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÁÌÌ ȬÐÓÙÃÈÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȭ ÁÒÅ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÉÄÏÌÁÔÒÙȢ  
Perfectionism, workaholism, chronic 
indecisiveness, the need to control the 
lives of othersɂall of these stem from 
making good things into idols that then 
drive us into the ground as we try to 
ÁÐÐÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÅÍȢ  )ÄÏÌÓ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ 
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. xxiii. 
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Did you, as a teacher, 

fast from an idol?  Share 

some of your struggles 

with the students.  After 

group discussion has 

ended (5 minutes or so) 

ask a couple groups to 

share some of their 

responses.  You are 

trying to highlight their 

struggles with the idol 

and to signify the need 

for God to be first in 

their lives!!! 

Lesson 3 ɀ Getting Everything You Wanted 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Remember last week I asked you to pick an idol you struggle the most with and fast 
from it for a period of 24 hours.  Break into groups of 2-3 and take 5 minutes to ask 
the following discussion questions: 

 
- What did idol did you fast from and why (If you 

did not fast from anything then explain why you 
did not do it)? 

 
 
 

- Describe how difficult it was to go without this 
idol for 24 hours.  What emotions did you have?  
Did it consume your mind?  Were you tempted in 
any way to follow the idol?  How so?   

 
 
 

- Having gone through this process what does this tell you about your 
relationship with God?    

 
 
Mick Jagger, who is the lead singer for the Rolling Stones, sings a song called, “You 
can’t always get what you want.”  In that song he points out the reality that in this 
life we will struggle because inevitably we must come to the understanding that 
there are things we want that we may never get!  Jagger said, “But if you try 
sometime, you find, you get what you need.”   
 
But let’s imagine a world in which you would get everything you possibly could want.  
If you wanted a nice rolex—you would get it.  Maybe you wanted that cute guy that 
nobody else could get—he’s yours!  Or maybe it is a nice marriage, two kids (a boy 



 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 17 

and a girl), a 4 bedroom 2 bath house with a two-car garage, and a happily ever 
after—you got it!   
 
Here’s the question you need to discuss in your groups: Is getting everything you 
want a good thing?  Why or Why not?  Write your answers in the space below.  
 

This question is specifically pertinent to me because it leads us to ask ourselves, “At 
wh]p lkejp _]j sa o]u, ~H ]i _kjpajp ?”  In a high-school bible study class I asked that 
question to some of our teenagers and I remember the looks on their faces when they 
responded.  They were dumbfounded and confused and what girl shrugged her 
shoulders and said to me, “H `kj p gjks!”  Are you serious?  Have we gotten to the point 
where we can no longer be content in our own circumstances and our happiness is 
gauged in what we want instead of what we already have?  Getting everything we 
wanted will only make things worse.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you ever got everything you wanted for Christmas?  
What is the response?  I got everything I wanted one year 
and instead of being content with what I had I said to 
myself, “What’s next?”  You see, when we get what we 
want, we always want more.  This is, in essence, the fuel 
that the fire of idolatry breathes on!6  How many of you 
have said to yourself, “If we just won the lottery we could 
do this or that”?  How many people have ruined their 
lives because they won the lottery, inherited a huge 
fortune and then were consumed by all of the greed and 
money?   
 

                                                 
6 .  Take Romans 1:24-25 for example.  Paul said that God gave them (Romans) over to the desires of 

their heart and the result of getting their desires was that they worshipped the creature rather than the Creator! 
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It would help if you can 

memorize this part 

instead of reading it.  

Just summarize the 

main points! 

Tim Keller writes, “If we look to some created thing to give us the meaning, hope, 
and happiness that only God himself can give, it will eventually fail to deliver and 
break our hearts” (Counterfeit Gods, p. 3).   
 

MAIN EVENTé 

 
Today we are going to learn about a man who got everything he wanted and was put 
to the test to see what his intentions were.  This story is one of the most 
controversial stories as it calls for readers to believe that God would test an individual 
to offer a human as a sacrifice for atonement.  Something that was contrary to His 
goodness and mercy.  Sound crazy?  Turn to Genesis 22!   
 

Before we read the story you need to understand 
something.  We are jumping into the grand finale of 
Abraham’s story but the beginning plot starts in Genesis 
12:1-3 where God called Abraham out of the familiar to lead 
him to a place that was unfamiliar.  God told Abraham he 
would be blessed with many nations and that these nations 
would be blessed through his offspring (Gen. 12:7; the word 

means “seed” in Hebrew).       
 
All biology teachers will tell you that in order to have offspring that means you must 
have children.  There was a problem—Genesis 11:30 indicates Sarah, Abraham’s wife, 
was barren (meaning should could not physiologically 
have a child)!   
 
But Abraham believed in God but the days turned into 
weeks, the weeks turned into months, the months 
turned into years and the years turned into decades and 
still no child (see Genesis 15:2 for a taste of Abraham’s 
frustration).  Describe a time when you had to wait for 
something you wanted so bad.  What were the 
circumstances and what was it like waiting? 
 

Nothing was more agonizing then waiting for my first full-time ministry opportunity.  I 
had faith and confidence in God that he would place me in the right congregation but 
there were other men applying for the job.  I asked myself, “Why should I get this job 
instead of someone else?”  The weeks and months without a phone call or letter only 
made my wait more troubling.  I could not sleep, I could barely eat, and then I started 
questioning myself.  This questioning ultimately led me to believe that maybe God did 

ȰYou can scream at me, call me 
for a shoot at midnight, keep 
me waiting for hours - as long 
as what ends up on the screen is 
ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȢȱ 
 
Arnold Schwarzenegger  
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not want me to be at these churches or maybe God did not want me to be in ministry at 
all!   
 
  
 
 
 

   
Finally, though, a son was born to Abraham (100 years old) and Sarah (90 years old) 
and they named him “Isaac” which means laughter in Hebrew perhaps because of 
their disbelief that God could grant them a son at this age or behaps because he 
brought them so much joy (see Gen. 17:17; 21:5).   
 
So now we come to Genesis 22!   

 
Genesis 22:1-3 After these things 
God tested Abraham and said to 
ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ!ÂÒÁÈÁÍȦȱ !ÎÄ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ 
Ȱ(ÅÒÅ ÁÍ )Ȣȱ  2 (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ 
son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell 
ÙÏÕȢȱ  3 So Abraham rose early in 
the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.   
 
So let me ask you, why is God doing this?  Share your answers below:   
 

Clyde Woods writes, “How startling these words must have been to Abraham!  Not only 
`e` da hkra Ho]]_ `aalhu sepd ]hh ] b]pdan o ]bba_pekj, ^qp ]hok Ho]]_ s]o pda gau becqna 
in the promises God made to him” (Oaklha o Nh` Saop]iajp Mkpao: Fajaoeo-Exodus, p. 
55).  Of course this is a test but why does God need to test Abraham if he already 
knows his heart?  Essentially what God is doing is making it clear to Abraham that this 
son who you love so much is not to be in between me and you!  It is not a test of faith 
^qp ikna ] paop kb hkra!  @^n]d]i o b]epd ej Fk` eo ]hways in tact but does he love God 
more than he loves his long awaited son?  This is the test!    
 

ȰIn Western literature, the episode known in 
Hebrew as the akedah (the binding of Isaac) is 
ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ )ÓÁÁÃȢȭ   
This mistranslation distorts the essence of the 
ÅÖÅÎÔȟ ÆÏÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙȭÓ ÅÎÄȟ )ÓÁÁÃ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 
sacrificed and God makes it clear that He never 
×ÁÎÔÓ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÄȢȱ 
 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, Biblical Literacy, p. 37.   
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This was important for Abraham to understand!  Tim Keller writes, Ȱ)Î ÁÎ 
ÉÎÉÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÌÉËÅ ÏÕÒÓȟ ÁÎ ÁÄÕÌÔȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÉÓ often bound up 
in abilities and achievements, but in ancient times, all the hopes and dreams of a man 
and his family rested in the firstborn son...The firstborn son was ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȱ 
(Counterfeit Gods, p. 9).   
 
Genesis 22:4-8   4 On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar.  5 Then Abraham said to his young men, 
ȰStay here with the donkey; I and the boy will 
go over there and worship and come again to 
you.ȱ  6 And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. 
So they went both of them together.  7 And Isaac said to ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȟ Ȱ-Ù 
ÆÁÔÈÅÒȦȱ And he said, ȰHere am I, my son.ȱ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰBehold, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?ȱ  8 Abraham said, ȰGod will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.ȱ So they went both of them 
together.        
 
If you were Abraham, what thoughts would be going through your head? 
 

Notice that the journey takes three days (22:4).  What conversations did Abraham have 
on the way with Isaac knowing that these might be the last words he ever says to his 
okj?  Eqnpdanikna, eb Ho]]_ eo @^n]d]i o e`kh pdaj @^n]d]i iqop ^a ckejc pdnkqcd pda 
torment of having to part with something so near and dear to his heart.  Abraham is 
probably in a mess!     
 
 
 
 
 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÓÏÎȭ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄ 
throughout the account (22:2, 3, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16).  The 
emphasis is inescapable.  Abraham 
ÆÁÃÅÓ Á ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÔÅÓÔȢȱ   
 

Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis, p. 305.   
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Tim Keller writes, Ȱ4ÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÂÌÅȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ 
ÁÎÙ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÅȢ  !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ×ÁÓ ÆÁÃÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȡ Ȭ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÈÏÌÙȢ  /ÕÒ ÓÉÎ 
means that IsaacȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒÆÅÉÔȢ  9ÅÔ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á 'ÏÄ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ 
bless the world through Isaac.  How can God be both holy and just and still graciously 
ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȩȭ  !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ  "ÕÔ ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔȱ (Counterfeit 
Gods, p. 10-11).   
 
Notice that this story is not about Abraham’s ability to get Isaac out of this mess!  
Genesis 22:8 says that the Lord will provide so if anyone will deliver it will be God.   
 

Genesis 22:9-14  9 When they came 
to the place of which God had told 
him, Abraham built the altar there 
and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood.  10 
Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son.  11 But the angel 
of the LORD called to him from 
heaven and said, ȰAbraham, 
Abraham!ȱ And he said, ȰHere am 
I.ȱ  12 He said, ȰDo not lay your hand 
on the boy or do anything to him, 
for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.ȱ  13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him 

was a ram, caught in a thicket by 
his horns. And Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a 

burnt offering instead of his son.  14 So Abraham called the name of that place, ȰThe 
LORD will provideȱ; as it is said to this day, ȰOn the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.ȱ  
 
What are your reactions to the ending of this story? 
 

Picture 1:  Rembrandt's Abraham's Sacrifice, 1655, etching 
and drypoint.  Israel Museum, Jerusalem, gift of Frederick 
M. Mayer, New York. 
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It ends well but not only because of Abraham but because of God!  Abraham knew all 
along that God would provide (as well as Isaac) and his love for God was never replaced 
with his love for Isaac.  Abraham did not succumb to a relationship idol that placed his 
relationship with Isaac above his relationship with God.  It is also a testament to Isaac in 
his confidence with his father.  Notice that if Isaac had the strength to carry the wood 
(22:6) then surely he had the strength to resist Abraham with this supreme test.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
When God says, “Now I know that you fear God,” (22:12) what he is saying is, Ȱ.Ï× ) 
know that ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȱ (Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 
13).   
 
So what about you?  Do you love God more than anything in the world?  Take some 
quiet time, by yourself, right now as a class and be honest with that answer in the 
space below.   
 

At any point in my life I realize the need to love 
God more.  Confessionally, it is difficult to say that 
I am in love with God the most.  This is where our 
journey starts when we admit what we have not 
been doing and understand what we can do! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ȱ!ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÁÇÏÎÉÚÉÎÇ ×ÁÌË ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ Á ÌÏÎÇ 
journey in which God was turning him from an average man into one of the greatest 
figures in history.  The three great monotheistic faiths of the world today, Judaism, 
Islam, and Christianity, name Abraham as founder.  Over one half the people in the 
human race consider him their spiritual father.  That would have never happened unless 
'ÏÄ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÏÌ ÉÎ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔȱ (Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 16).   
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CREDITSé 

 
So what have we learned so far?  An idol 
is anything that gets in the way of 
worshipping our creator.  An idol is 
anything so central to your life that if you 
were to lose it your life world hardly 
seem worth living.  Today we learned 
that at some point we are tested to see if 
our idols are getting in the way of the 
ONE we are supposed to love.  Last week 
I had you fast from an idol for 24 hours.  
This week, for homework, I want you to 
go up to the mountain (like Abraham) 
and bring your idols with you and 
sacrifice them.  No I don’t want you to 

literally kill things but I want you to write, on a piece of paper, the idols you struggle 
with.  Draw a line beside them and then write on the other side why God is more 
important (see the example below).  If you cannot convince yourself that God is 
more important than your idol then that is something we need to work on.  Stick with 
me—we’re only getting started!!! 
 
Idols I Struggle Withé.  Reasons God is more importanté.                                                                  

é

 
 

 

ȰThe most painful times in our lives are 
times in which our Isaacs, our idols, are 
being threatened or removed.  When this 
happens we can respond in two ways.  We 
can opt for bitterness and despair.  
/ÒȣÌÉËÅ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÔÁËÅ Á ×ÁÌË ÕÐ 
into the mountains.  As many have 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÁÕÇÈÔȟ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
realize Jesus is all you need until Jesus 
is all you haveȢȱ   
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 19 
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Lesson 4 ɀ Who do you love? ɀ Part 1 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Last week I asked you to, like Abraham, go up to you “mountain” and sacrifice some 
of the idols that you struggle most with.  Remember I asked you to list them and 
discuss why God is more important?  Break into groups of 2-3 and discuss the 
following questions below.   
 

- What was your experience like?  Freeing?  Difficult?  Explain below.     
 
 

- Was it hard to list the idols in your life? 
 
 

- Discuss some reasons you gave why God is more important.   
 
 
 
 

Today we address a completely new 
concept that some of you may or may 
not be dealing with.  It is called the 
relationship idols.  This is a sticky 
situation and involves much prayer and 
meditation.  So before we start this 
lesson I would ask that you have 
someone in the group pray that God 
would be with us in this lesson!   
 
What I want you to do is to take about 2 

minutes and write down quickly five things you want in your life.  Don’t ask 
questions; just write down the answers as soon as they come to you.   
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Probably they are going to put things 

down that are close to their heart.  You 

probably will get answers like: a nice 

job, a cool car, a big house or 

something to that nature.  But what I 

really want you to pay attention to is 

to note how many of them put down a 

wife or a husband on that list.   

 1. 
 
 2. 
 
 3. 
 
 4. 
 

5.  
 

Did any of you put a relationship down?  It is my guess that when many of you 
envision yourself in 10, 15 or even 20 years one of the most important things for you 
to have is a marriage relationship.  Why?  Share your answers in class and write them 
below.   
 

This should be good discussion in that you will find out, at the core, why they desire a 
relationship.  I think they will see this is important to them based on their current 
_en_qiop]j_a.  Rkia laklha cnks ql ej dkiao sdana pdaen l]najpo  nah]pekjodel s]o 
dysfunctional so the last thing they want is a relationship.  Or you may notice a person 
who has one parent missing will often want a relationship more than any other thing in 
this world and, odds are, they are willing to do anything (sexually?) to make sure they 
have a relationship even if that relationship is abusive.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
Let me ask you a question, and be honest as you possibly could be, if you never got 
married or never met Mr. or Mrs. Right, would you life be worth living?  Why or Why 
not? 
 

You may or may not get accurate answers because as a teenager it is hard to gauge 
what will happen in the future.  But, for a select few, this question hits home to them.  
Because all they think about…all they pray about…all they text, facebook, tweet or 
message about is having a boyfriend or a girlfriend and then getting married.  Girls 
especially are guilty of this as from a very young age they map out who they are going 
pk i]nnu ]j` dks ep eo `kja.  Ckj p ^aheara ia?  @og pda cenho ej pda _h]oo eb pdau d]re 
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ever planned out their wedding including what their dress looks like, their wedding cake, 
what their groom will be.  Then ask the guys if they had planned it out like this.  You 
will get the point quick when you see that most girls are looking for a Cinderella story 
but soon they realize that their “happily-ever-after” just may never come and that is 
devastating ^a_]qoa ]bpan ]hh, eoj p aranu^k`u oqllkoa pk cap pdaen gjecdp-in-shining-
armor?   
 
 
 
 

 
The problem with relationships is that we treat them as if it is the pinnacle, the apex,  
the absolute climax of our lives.  So when a 
relationship does not work out or if we never 
get into a relationship somehow we construct 
that either God failed us because we are not 
happy like everyone else or we just did not try 
hard enough in the relationship and so we 
failed!  Both are negative and both lead to a distorted view of where we place God in 
our relationships.   
 

I also firmly believe a 
reason why we treat 
relationships, marriage 
and dating as the apex 
of our lives is because 
the effect Hollywood 
has on a relationship.  I 
would like to call it the 
romance movie effect 
or better yet, the 
Notebook ripple effect.  
So many teenage girls 
envision what a 
relationship should be 
like (or could be like) 

based on the way Hollywood portrays romance.  I looked online at people who are 
friends in my Facebook account and you would not believe how many girls put, as 

ȰMy only chance to live happily ever 
after is to marry my true love.ȱ 
 
Princess Fiona in the movie Shrek.   
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their favorite move, the Notebook.7  If it wasn’t the Notebook then it was movies like 
Sleepless in Seattle, P.S. I Love You, Ghost, Meet Joe Black or something else (I imagine 
some of you girls are getting pretty excited reading this…STOP IT!).  All of this to say 
that we hold relationships higher than what God intended and that comes from the 
culture we live in.     
 
So why is this important?  Why are we talking about dating, relationships and who we 
love all over again?  Jesus said it best: Ȱ&ÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÉÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔ 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÌÓÏȱ (Matthew 6:21).   
 
In the words of George Thorogood & the Destroyers, “Tell me who do you love?” 
 

MAIN EVENTé 

 
Today we are look into another 
character from the book of 
Genesis who was the grandson of 
Abraham who we learned about 
last week.  Jacob is one of those 
characters in Scripture that makes 
you think to yourself, “Did he just 
say/do that?”  If you know the 
story of Jacob then you know that 
he was not the son of promise 
but, through manipulation and a 
crafty scheme by his mother 

                                                 
7.  By now you know my dissatisfaction with the movie the Notebook based on the Nicholas Sparks novel.  I 

was against it from the fhf^gm C lZp bm,  Ig^ `bke mhe] f^* ģNaZm fhob^ bl ln\a Z `hh] fhob^ [^\Znl^ bm m^eel h_ ln\a 

Z \hfi^eebg` eho^ lmhkr,Ä  Cm bl \hfi^eebg` Zg] ^g`Z`bg` [nm fr k^lihgl^ pZl* ģr^Za bm Zelh m^eel rhn maZm l^q hnmlb]^ 

h_ fZkkbZ`^ bl hd cnlm Zl ehg` Zl bm bl ġf^Zgm mh [^,ÃÄ  B^k k^lihgl^ pZl* ģS^Za* [nm bmÃl Z `hh] lmhkr!Ä  Na^g C mabgd h_ 

`nrl pah m^ee `bkel maZm bm bl hd mh aZo^ l^q [^_hk^ fZkkbZ`^ Zg] ma^r lZr* ģCm bl f^Zgm mh [^*Ä then they leave that 

girl and move on to someone else.  Was that meant to be as well?   The Notebook type stories are rare because it 

kZk^er phkdl hnm maZm pZr,  >hgÃm ^o^g \hf^ [Z\d at  f^ lZrbg`* ģS^Za [nm bg ma^ fhob^ ma^r lmZr^] fZkkb^] _hk eb_^ 

Zg] ma^r [hma ]b^] mh`^ma^k Zg] bm pZl lh khfZgmb\,Ä  Je^Zl^Èahp h_m^g aZo^ rhn a^Zk] that in real life depicted 

that way:  Bhg^lmer:  Qar ]hgÃm rhn a^Zk Z[hnm Z lmhkr h_ Z \hnie^ pah ]b] ghm aZo^ l^q before marriage but dated 

in a God-ebd^ fZgg^k ma^g lmZr^] fZkkb^] Zg] \hffbmm^] _hk ma^ k^lm h_ ma^bk ebo^l:  CmÃl [hkbg` Zg] phne] ghm l^el 

Zgr \hib^l Zg] ikh[Z[er phne] ghm pbg GNPÃl <^lm Ebll ;pZk]!  MhkkrÂI am done with the cynicism.     

 

Hh CÃf ghm,  >b] rhn dghp maZm ma^ Z\mhkl LrZg Ahlebg` Zg] LZ\a^e G\;]Zfl ]Zm^] pabe^ _befbg` The 
Notebook then broke up after that?  They got back together then broke up again.  You would think the movie stars 

playing that compelling love story would work it out?  OkÂdone with the cynicism. I know, the circumstances are 

different.  Sorry.           

Ȱ-ÏÓÔ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÔÏÒÓȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÁÎÄ *Å×ÉÓÈȟ ÓÐÅÁË 
of Jacob in respectful terms; still, one would have 
to have a heart of stone to remain unmoved by 
%ÓÁÕȭÓ ÐÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÑÕÁÌÍÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ *ÁÃÏÂȭÓ 
lies.  Yet puzzlingly, almost all bible 
ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÔÏÒÓȟ ÉÎ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅȭÓ ÍÏÒÁÌ 
issues, focus almost exclusively on Jacob.  They 
ignore the fact that the idea of deceiving Isaac is 
2ÅÂÅÃÃÁȭÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÓÈÅ ×ÈÏ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ 
ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȢȱ   
 
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, Biblical Literacy, p. 51 
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Rebecca he was able to receive the blessing that his older brother Esau was 
supposed to get (Gen. 27:1-29).   
 
As you would imagine, Esau did not take this lightly as he wept, screamed and 
begged his father for a blessing—but there was none (Gen. 27:36-38).  So Jacob did 
the only thing he could do, he fled and went to his Uncle Laban (Rebecca’s brother) 
who lived in Haran (Gen. 27:43ff.).  Laban, trying to help out a nephew (much like 
Abraham did Lot), offers him a job as a shepherd and then promoted him to CEO of 
Flock Management.  Meanwhile, Jacob was smitten (means he liked her a lot) by 
Laban’s daughter Rachel to the point that when they kissed he “wept aloud” (Gen. 
29:11).8 Laban asked, “what shall your wages be?” (29:15).  This is Jacob’s answer:   
 

Genesis 29:16-20   16 Now Laban 
had two daughters. The name of 
the older was Leah, and the name 
of the younger was Rachel.  17 
Leah's eyes were weak, but 
Rachel was beautiful in form and 
appearance.  18 Jacob loved 
Rachel. And he said, ȰI will serve 
you seven years for your younger 
daughter Rachel.ȱ  19 Laban said, 
ȰIt is better that I give her to you 
than that I should give her to any 
other man; stay with me.ȱ  20 So 

Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of the love he had for her.    
  
What are your immediate reactions to this story?  Be honest and upfront and write 
your answers below.   
 

I think most of the answers you will get might be that it is a positive story highlighting 
the devotion Jacob had for Rachel and that serving 7 years for something as beautiful 
as Rachel was nothing for Jacob because, in a Hollywood sort of way, their love was 
meant to be.  Write some of the answers on the board.     
 
 
 

                                                 
8.  Guys, I strongly recommend that you never do this!  It will go over very badly if you weep after a first 

kiss.  Understand that this is a cultural thing J!!!  
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Maybe you are thinking, “How in the world does this relate to idolatry?  I mean, this is 
an amazing story about love and we should appreciate that story and celebrate it.”  I 
am not so sure anymore because it appears that, for Jacob (much like the rest of us), 
Rachel was his idol!  Immediately the author tells us that Leah was not lovely like 
Rachel for Leah had weak eyes (the meaning for this is uncertain) but Rachel was 
“beautiful in form.”  She had a great figure.   
 
Genesis 29:21  21 4ÈÅÎ *ÁÃÏÂ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ,ÁÂÁÎȟ ȰGive me my wife that I may go in to her, 
for my time is completed.ȱ 
 
Robert Alter writes, Ȱ4ÈÅ ÅØÐÌÉÃÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ *ÁÃÏÂȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȣÉÓ clearly meant to 
express hisɂunderstandableɂsexual 
impatience, which is about to be given 
Á ÑÕÉÔÅ ÕÎÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÕÔÌÅÔȱ (The Five 
Books of Moses, p. 155).  Jacob has 
been on the run most of his life 
dealing with the pain of not being 
Isaac’s favorite then being separated 
from the only person that loved him 
(Rebecca) and now he finally feels like 
his life is going to have meaning, it is 
going to have purpose.  Finally he 
gets to be with someone he truly 
loves.  Little did Jacob know the idol he created in his heart that took the place of 
God and that idol was something that was good but it consumed him.   
 
You may disagree with me on this but I think Jacob’s identity was hurt because of his 
poor relationship with his father.  Read this quote: Ȱ7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÏÒ absent, a 
ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÐÌÁÙÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ Á ÇÕÙȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ  )Æ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ ÁÂÓÅÎÔ ɉÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÏÒ 
emotionally ɀ Robbie Mackenzie) a teenage guy must work through some painful issues 
ÁÎÄ ÆÉÎÄ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙȱ (Steve Gerali, Teenage guys, p. 235).  Jacob 
had some wounds and he hoped that maybe a relationship would bandage his 
wounds and give him purpose and meaning.   
 
Read on…what happens next is hard to swallow… 

We maintain the fantasy that if we find our 
one true soul mate, everything wrong with 
us will be healed.  But when our 
expectations and hopes reach that 
ÍÁÇÎÉÔÕÄÅȣȭÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȢȭ  .Ï 
lover, no human being, is qualified for that 
role.  No one can live up to that.  The 
ÉÎÅÖÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÉÓ ÂÉÔÔÅÒ ÄÉÓÉÌÌÕÓÉÏÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ   
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 29 
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Genesis 29:22-30   22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and 
made a feast.  23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to 
Jacob, and he went in to her.  24 (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his 
daughter Leah to be her servant.)  25 And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And 
Jacob ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ,ÁÂÁÎȟ ȰWhat is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for 
Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?ȱ  26 Laban said, ȰIt is not so done in our 
country, to give the younger before the firstborn.  27 Complete the week of this one, 
and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.ȱ  28 
Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to 
be his wife.  29 (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be 
her servant.)  30 So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than 
Leah, and served Laban for another seven years. 
        
What are your reactions to what you just read?  Write them below! 
    

Hopefully this is where they will engage the understanding of what is really happening.  
Hp eo a]ou pk oaa pda `a_alpekj bnki K]^]j o lkejp kb reas ^qp ejpanaopejchu ajkqcd, sd]p 
is happening to Jacob is about the same thing that happened to Esau.  Perhaps Jacob is 
understanding what happened to him is what he did to Esau.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What transpires in this verse is ironic9 and unfair.  Laban knew his daughter Leah was 
not the beautiful one and used Jacob and Rachel’s love to weave a plan in which Leah 
would be the pawn in a scheme.  Jacob’s response to Leah was probably surprise but 
obviously the response was disappointment.   

                                                 
9.  Nbf E^ee^k aZl mabl bgm^k^lmbg` ghm^č ģQa^g DZ\h[ Zldl* ġQar aZo^ rhn ]^\^bo^] f^:Ä ma^ B^[k^p phk] 

(for deceived) is the same one used in chaptek 05 mh ]^l\kb[^ paZm DZ\h[ ]b] mh ClZZ\Ä ČCounterfeit Gods, 184).  

Keller quotes an ancient rabbinical commentator who imagines the conversation the next day between Jacob and 

Leah:  

DZ\h[č  C \Zee^] hnm ģLZ\a^eÄ bg ma^ ]Zkd Zg] rhn Zglp^k^],  Qar ]b] rhn do that to me? 

 

F^Zač Shnk _Zma^k \Zee^] hnm ģ?lZnÄ bg ma^ ]Zkd Zg] rhn Zglp^k^],  Qar ]b] rhn ]h maZm mh abf: 

 

E^ee^k Z]]l* ģBbl _nkr ]b^l hg abl ebil,  B^ l^^l paZm bm bl ebd^ mh [^ fZgbineZm^] Zg] ]^\^bo^]* Zg] a^ f^^der \hfieb^l 

with FZ[ZgÃl h__^kÄ Či. 185).     
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Admittedly this story is one that is not 

the brightest moment in the story of 

Scripture.  It may seem like we are 

doing nothing but highlighting the 

negative without pointing to the 

positive.  However, we are getting to 

the root of the problem and that is our 

love for God versus our love for other 

things.  Stick with it and I promise it 

will get better!!!!   

Tim Keller adds, Ȱ(Å ɍ*ÁÃÏÂɎ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ 2ÁÃÈÅÌ ÓÏ ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ 
and saw only things he wanted to hear and see.  That is why he became vulnerable to 
,ÁÂÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎȢ  ,ÁÔÅÒȟ *ÁÃÏÂȭÓ ÉÄÏÌÁÔÒÙ ÏÆ 2ÁÃÈÅÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÉÓÅÒÙ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ  (Å ÁÄÏÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÖÏÒÅÄ 2ÁÃÈÅÌȭÓ ÓÏÎÓ ÏÖÅÒ ,ÅÁÈȭÓȟ spoiling and embittering the 
hearts of all his children, and poisoning the family system.  We have a phrase to describe 
someone who has falÌÅÎ ÉÎ ÌÏÖÅȡ Ȭ(Å ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÌËÓ ÏÎȢȭ (Ï× ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÖÅ 
this can be ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȱ (Counterfeit Gods, p. 34).       
 
But it doesn’t end there!  Look at the sad ending to this story as what you are about 
to read is one of the saddest stories in Scripture.   
 

Genesis 29:31-35  31 When the Lord saw that 
Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but 
Rachel was barren.  32 And Leah conceived 
and bore a son, and she called his name 
Reuben, for she said, ȰBecause the Lord has 
looked upon my affliction; for now my 
husband will love me.ȱ  33 She conceived 
again and bore a son, and said, ȰBecause the 
Lord has heard that I am hated, he has given 
me this son also.ȱ And she called his name 

Simeon.  34 Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, ȰNow this time my 
husband will be attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.ȱ Therefore 
his name was called Levi.  35 And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, ȰThis 
time I will praise the Lord.ȱ Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased 
bearing. 
 
What are your reactions to this ending?  Be honest and upfront with your answers 
and share them below… 
 

It is a progression of despair from hope with Reuben to acceptance of her situation with 
Judah.  She has given up on her husband and her only hope is with the Lord!   
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Picture 2: Google Images 

 
Tim Keller adds, Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÈÅ 
doing?  She was trying to find 
happiness and an identity through 
traditional family values.  Having 
sons, especially in those days, was 
the best way to do that; but it was 
not working.  She had set all of her 
hopes and dreams on her husband.  
Ȭ)Æ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÁÂÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÍÙ 
husband will come to love me, and 
then finally my unhappy life will be 
ÆÉØÅÄȟȭ ÓÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȢ  "ÕÔ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ 
every birth pushed her down deeper 
into a hell of loneliness.  Every single 
day she was condemned to see the 
man she most longed for in the arms 
of the one in whose shadow she had 

ÌÉÖÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÈÅÒ ÌÉÆÅȢ  %ÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ËÎÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔȱ (Counterfeit Gods, p. 36).   
   
But she did move to hope in the Lord and trust in him!!!   
 

CREDITSé 

 
This is probably a most difficult lesson so I want 
you to do something for me.  Go to the following 
website (http://www.seventeen.com/ 
magazine/cover-scene/) and do some research 
about the covers of the magazine Seventeen and 
answer the questions below:   
 

What images are they portraying about a 
teenager’s life?   

 
 Is it accurate?  Why or why not? 
 

How does this relate in our discussion about 
relationships?   
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If you have enough timeðget some 

clippings of popular magazines 

(GQ, Seventeen, People, etc.) 

covers (Hint: Go Online and Print 

them out so you donôt have to buy 

them).  Use this as a launching pad 

into a discussion of self-image and 

how our society treats love.     

Lesson 5 ɀ Who do you love? ɀ Part 2 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Last week we discussed the story of Leah and 
Jacob and how both of them had an idol that was 
mixed up in a relationship.  We learned that 
relationships can be feeding frenzys for idolatry 
and if we are not careful it can taked over your 
life and consume your existence.  To show this I 
asked you to do a little homework.10  I asked you 
to go to the magazine site Seventeen and do 
some research about some of the images 

portrayed by the covers.  So get in groups of 2-3 and talk about what you looked at.  
If you did not do the homework then think about images portrayed in commercials, 
in movies, in internet ads and then answer the following questions: 
 

What images are they portraying about a teenager’s life?   
 
 
 

 
 Is it accurate?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

How does this relate in our discussion about relationships?   
 
 
 

                                                 
10.  By the wayÂI hope you are actually doing your homework.  I find it very peculiar that we do homework 

for Chemistry, Biology, AP Calculus yet when it comes to homework from a Bible class we feel it is ok not to do it.  

Kind of ironic seeing maZm p^ Zk^ ]bl\nllbg` b]heZmkr* ]hgÃm rhn mabgd:    
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The truth is that idolatry is all around us and, in my opinion, it hits us most with 
relationships.  From the beginning of creation God has existed in relationship (even 
before the earth was created the relationship of the Trinity existed) and created man 
to have a relationship with him.  If you read Genesis 1-2 you will notice that everything 
that he created was GOOD!!!   
 
But even good things turn into bad when used incorrectly.  Talk about some 
examples of good things we use or do that can potentially be bad.   
 

Take a knife for example.  A knife is a wonderful instrument that allows someone who 
cooks on a regular basis to prepare food efficiently.  A knife allows someone eating a 
juicy steak to cut it into pieces that make the steak easier to consume.  But how many 
people in the United States alone are victims of stabbings from the very same knife that 
does so much good?  The same could be said for cars, movies, internet and so much 
more.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So what relationships can turn into idolatry? 
 
 Boyfriend/Girlfriend… 
 
 Husband/Wife… 
 
 Sibling… 
 
 Parent/Child… 
 
 Adulterous relationship… 
 
 Boss/employee relationship… 
 
The list goes on and on!  So what can we do to help our situation?  How can we have 
positive relationships that are not idolatrous that keep (and even foster?) God at the 
core?  I think Leah had a breakthrough when she, in Genesis 29:35, named her last 
child “Judah” which means in Hebrew, “praise the Lord.”  You see, Leah realized that 
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a relationship without God at the core was no relationship at all and so she confessed 
at the very core that it was time for her to praise the Lord.   
 
Tonight we learn some things we can do to change the way we approach a 
relationship.  But I will tell you this…it 
does not come easy.  If you do not want 
to be consumed by a relationship and 
feel that life is worth living without it 
then you have to want something else 
first.   
 
First, you have to get married before you 
can have a relationship!   
 
Confused?  Join me!   
 

MAIN EVENTé 

 
I want you to get in groups of 2-3 and answer this question: Aside from physical 
attraction, if there were a perfect soul-mate for you what kind of characteristics 
would this person have (example ɀ they would be sympathetic)?  Make a list of five 
characteristics and write them below… 
 

Ǐ Caring 
 

Ǐ Loving 
 

Ǐ Understanding 
 

Ǐ Servant 
 

Ǐ Compassionate 
 
Now, notice that you have boxes beside the characteristics you chose.  Of those 
characteristics, put a check in the box of the characteristics that Jesus himself 
exemplified in his life and in his teaching.   
 
What did you notice?  Did all of them apply?  Most of them?   
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Odds are, the characteristics you would look for in a mate (aside from the physical 
attraction) are characteristics that Jesus himself mastered.   
 
What’s the point?  The point is this: BEFORE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH SOMEONE 
ELSE YOU BETTER MAKE SURE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH JESUS FIRST!!! 
 
Matthew 25:1-12 ȰThen the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise.  3 For when the foolish 
took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them,  4 but the 
wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps.  5 As the 
bridegroom was delayed, 
they all became drowsy and 
slept.  6 But at midnight 
there was a cry, ȬHere is the 
bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.ȭ  7 Then all those 
virgins rose and trimmed 
their lamps.  8 And the 
foolish said to the wise, 

ȬGive us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.ȭ  9 But the wise answered, 
saying, ȬSince there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers 
and buy for yourselves.ȭ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was 
shut.  11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ȬLord, lord, open to us.ȭ  12 But 
he answered, ȬTruly, I say to you, I do not know you.ȭȱ 
 
Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ the Jewish marriage custom for the groom and his friends to leave his home and 
proceed to the home of the bride, where the marriage ceremony was conducted, often 
ÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÏÍȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ Á 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÏÒÙ ÂÁÎÑÕÅÔȱ (ESV Study Bible, p. 1876). 
 
What is the point of this parable? 
 

Given the context of Matthew 24:36-51 and 25:14-46 that seem to point to the final 
judgment and preparations for the judgment it seems only fitting that the point of this 
parable is to BE READY!!!  Probably in this instance the bridegroom represents Jesus 
and perhaps those who were not ready are those who do not make preparations for the 
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judgment.  For them the, “door was shut” and there was no relationship for them to 
have!  Jesus is our bridegroom and we, the church, are his bride.  We are married to 
Jesus!     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What if we were to apply this to our 
context?  Say it was your wedding 
day and you got all dressed up and it 
was the perfect day for you as you 
get to spend the rest of your life 
with someone you love.  But, there 
you stand; waiting with both 
families watching in anticipation and 
the preacher waiting for the spouse-
to-be to come walking down that 
aisle.  However…the spouse did not 
come for they were asleep, at home, 
in their bed.  How would you feel 
about that person?   
 
Odds are…furious!  That spouse-to-be values their own sleep more than they value 
you.  It is not fair, right?   
 
Then…. 
 
How do you think God feels when we value (love) someone or something else more 
ÔÈÁÎ ×Å ÌÏÖÅ ÈÉÍȩ  /ÕÒ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÈÏÐÅÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÄÅÅÐÅÓÔ ÌÏÎÇÉÎÇÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ to 
ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÙÅÔ ×Å ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ȰÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÏÕÔȱ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÕÄÄÅÎÌÙ ÌÏÓÅÓ 
meaning.  Does that make sense to you?  Talk about it as a group and write your 
answers below… 
 

If we believe the Scriptures when they say God is a jealous God then our relational idols 
that we concoct only further separate us from a relationship with Him.  When our whole 
life is about those we are in a relationships with (whatever that relationship might be) 
then we are missing out on something.  Perhaps we are missing out on attending that 

Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ Á ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 
that actually happened; he is warning people 
of the dreadful fate of those who know that 
they should be watching for the coming of the 
Son of man but who do not do this.  Thereby 
they exclude themselves from any place among 
the people of God.  The Savior cannot recognize 
them among the saved.  While there was time 
they shut themselves out.  There is no way by 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÎÏ× ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎȢȱ 
 
Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 
p. 625.   
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wonderful banquet that is mentioned in Matthew 25:10 for those who have made the 
necessary preparations!!!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So what can we do?  You need to get married!  If Jesus is the groom and the church is 

the bride then we must find a way to get into the 
church.  For some of us that means we have to fall 
in love all over again.  Remember the Ephesian 
church in Revelation 2:1-7 and what they were 
accused of?  John said they had abandoned their 
first love (Rev. 2:4).   
 
What about you?  Have you lost your first love?  Do 
you find it hard to develop a relationship with God 
because you have so many things in the way?   
 
Read this quote: Ȱɍ*ÅÓÕÓȭɎ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ 
'ÏÄ ÏÒ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÕÒÎ ÉÎ ÈÅÌÌȢ  (ÉÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÎÅÁÒ ÙÏu and you can 
become a participant in it.  You have a Father who 
loves you more than any other person ever has or 
ever will, and you can now discover what it means to 
have a daily relationship with him.  If not, then your 

own sin will destroy you utterly aÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙȱ (Wayne Jacobsen, He Loves Me, p. 
37).    
 
What are your reactions to this quote?  Write your answers below… 
 

By now hopefully they are thinking at what they need to do.  Hopefully they understand 
that a relationship with someone else will never fully give them the satisfaction that 
comes from a relationship with God.  Hopefully they will start thinking about the steps 
they need to take to embrace a God that desperately wants them to love Him just as 
much (not possible but you know what I mean) as He loves them.  Perhaps this is the 
time where you as the teacher need to look into your ñheart-of-heartsò to see if you too 
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are practicing what you teach or preach.  Leah was much older when she had the 
wisdom to declare that she would praise God instead of her husband.  Samson was in 
his final walks of life when he declared that Delilah, his strength or even his prowess 
would not be his idol but only the power of God would control him (see Judges 16:23-
31).  Peter was an old man when Paul rebuked him for, perhaps, having the idolatry of 
ethnic origin and not including the Gentiles (see Gal. 2:11-14).  What is this lesson 
asking you to do?  Write your answer belowé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 

CREDITSé 

 
A lot to think about in this lesson and so I just have a small bit of homework for you 
to do.  I want you to look at the quote below and then read Colossians 3:1-4 and then 
answer the questions below.   
 
Ȱ)Æ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȟ ÉÔ ÄÅÔÁÃÈÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
would-be saviors.  We stop trying to redeem ourselves through our pursuits and 
relationships, because we are already redeemedȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 45).  
 
Colossians 3:1-4  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth.  3 For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.  
 
 Can you honestly say your life is hidden with Christ in God?  (CHECK ONE) 
 
   Ǐ  YES   Ǐ  NO 
 
If you answered, “yes,” then keep on (2 Tim. 4:7).  If you answered, “no.”  What do 
you need to do about it?  “Here is the bridegroom! Come ouÔ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÈÉÍȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔȢ 
25:6).     
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Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÒÉÃÈÅÓÔ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ 
ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÅÁÐÅÓÔȢȱ   
 
 Henry David Thoreau 

Lesson 6 ɀ Money Idols ɀ Part 1 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

You never thought it would be you but 
Publisher’s Clearing House just knocked on 
your door and as it turns out, you just won 3.5 
million dollars!!!  You fainted and hit the floor 
but you wake up and realize that it is not a 

dream and you are the proud owner of 3.5 million dollars!  WOO-HOO!!! 
 
My question to you is how would you spend it?  Write your answers below and be 
sure to write down what comes first to your mind and be honest.  Do not write down 
what your teacher would want to hear or what you think may be a nice answer.  
Write down what YOU would honestly do with the money.   
 

What I am trying to accomplish with this question is to help them understand why they 
make some of the choices that they do.  I want them to see what their hearts are rooted 
in and I also want them to see that at the core, most Americans have some level of greed 
attached to them.  Be sure to be honest with how you would spend youir money.  Here 
is my HONEST answer at this stage in my life: Half would immediately go to the church 
and ministry organizations (like Feed the Children, Water Well Projects, etc.).  The 
other half I would pay off debt with, establish a college fund for my children, build a 
house and then the rest would go into a retirement fund.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Get into groups of 2-3 and share some of your answers with each other.  Ask the 
following questions below and answer them HONESTLY.  
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OkéI hope you know I made this 

definition up but nonetheless I think 

it is important that you allow the 

students to think about the issue at 

hand and how it has affected, at 

least, Christianity in America.   

 What came to your mind first when you thought about getting the money?   
 

 Why did you choose what you chose?   
 

 What surprised you about how others would spend their money? 
 

 
It has been said that Americans are 
some of the greediest people in 
the entire World.  Tim Keller writes, 
Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
parts of the globe they are 
staggered to see the level of 
materialistic comfort that the 
majority of Americans have come to 
view as a necessityȱ (Counterfeit 
Gods, p. 53).  
 
What do you need?  At the base of 

life what do you need?  Money is one of the most silent killers of all counterfeit gods 
because at the foundation of money is the idea that nobody thinks they are greedy.  
If someone struggles with adultery that is easy to put a finger on and say, “That’s 
wrong!”  But how do you do this with greed?  Greed is one of those things that is 
disguised by the idea that the American Dream says that people are entitled to what 
they purchase for they have “earned it!”   
 
I want you to know that this lesson is aimed at what you value the most.  Its aim is to 
penetrate the core of what you hold to be dear and seeks to heal you of the disease 
known as “stuffitis.”   
 

STUFFITIS (stuhɀfahyɀtis) [Noun] – The disease inherited by most people in 
society that infects the cerebral cortex of 
the brain causing all decision-making to be 
altered through making more money and 
buying more things.  Adverse affects of 
“stuffitis” include, but are not limited to, the 
following: lack of generosity, increased 
tendencies towards selfishness, 
discontentment, increase in debt and an inability to have positive 
relationships.      
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Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÒÎÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÁÒ more often 
about greed than about sex, yet 
almost no one thinks they are guilty 
ÏÆ ÉÔȢȱ   
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 53 

 
There is one cure to “stuffitis” but it takes time, and is dependent upon 
participation.  The cure is a radical relationship with Jesus 
 

MAIN EVENTé 
 
Money is seductive and most people want it.  We are greedy.  But if I were to ask you, 

“Do you live your life wanting the life of a rock 
star, a football player or even a wealth CEO of a 
company?” most of you would probably say, 
“NO!”  That’s because we compare ourselves 
not with those who are in the 2% of our society 
but we compare ourselves with those who are 
in our own tax bracket.    Think about it…you 

look at people in your high-school and most of 
them make the same as you but we look at the people who make a little more and 
we think, “I wish I had their money!”   
 
Adults do this all the time.  For some it is looking at 
others who have the TVs, the cool trucks, the 
amazing boat, the latest hunting rifle, the newest 
cabinets and the newest gaming system (I am guilty 
here).  But we compare others and look and see 
what we do not have instead of noticing all of the 
things we do have!   
 
Pliny the Younger said this, “An object in possession 
seldom retains the same charm that it had in 
pursuit.”  Why?  Because it satisifes the hunger for a 
moment but that hunger still burns and the next 
moment will not be quenched until we buy 
something else.   
 
Below are some verses that speak to Greed…break up into groups of 2-3 and discuss 
what each have to say about greed.11   

                                                 
11.  Do you want to have a valuable study that will help you in the future?  Find a copy of HZo^Ãl Nhib\Ze 

Bible Zg] k^l^Zk\a ģ\ho^mhnlg^llÄ Čii, 042-67) and study each verse in its context.  Also get Strhg`Ãl ?qaZnlmbo^ 
Concordance and look up the words: greed, money, covet-, rich- and worldliness.  I also recommend you go to 

www.biblegateway.com/keyword and you can look up these keywords online in particular versions.  Then after getting 

http://www.biblegateway.com/keyword
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Crunched for time?  Split the verses 

up between groups.  Have one 

group do the first 2 and the second 

group the second 2, etc.     

 
 Exodus 20:17 –   
 
 
 Psalm 10:3 –  
  
 

Proverbs 21:25-26 –  
 
 
 Proverbs 23:4-5 –  
 
 
 Ecclesiastes 4:8 –  
 
 
 Matthew 6:19-21 –  
 
 
 Matthew 16:26 –  
 
 
 1 Timothy 6:5-11 –  
 
 
 1 John 2:15-17 –  
 
 
The truth is that at some level we all have a defined amount of greed within us.  
Some of us are greedy for clothes.  Some of us are greedy for video games.  Some of 
us are greedy for I-Tunes.  The point is that we all have a little stuffitis in us!   
 
Remember our discussion in Lesson #2 about the three metaphors the Bible uses to 
describe our response to idols?  We love, trust and serve idols!   
 
I want you to divide the class into three groups.  I want you to describe what a lover, 
truster and servant of money looks like.  One group per category.  Be creative in your 
responses and try to envision what characteristics a person in each categories have.  

                                                                                                                                                             
the data compare and contrast the verses.  You will notice how concerned God is with this counterfeit god known 

Zl ģ`k^^],Ä   
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 LOVERS OF MONEY – Those who are lovers of money are those who spend their days 
]j]huvejc sd]p pdau d]ra ]j` b]jp]oevejc ]^kqp sd]p pdau `kj p d]ra.  Kkrano kb ikjau ]na 
never satisified, are never content and always are looking for the next opprotunity ot make a 
^q_g.  Hjraopiajpo `kj p lnkre`a oa_qnety for lovers it only provides an avenue to make more, 
spend more and have more!  If we could sum it all up in one word it would be DISCONTENT!!! 
 
 TRUSTERS OF MONEY – Trusters of money are those who feel safe and secure about 
what they have.  Their lives are surrounded in security and money to them is a means to 
provide safety that they will be able to rest when they are done working!!!  Trusters of money 
do not have need for God because they are the ones who control their lives because of the 
financial ñportfolioò they have amassed over the years.  If we could sum it all up in one word it 
would be PRIDE!!! 
 
 SERVANTS OF MONEY – Servants of money are those who have included the love and 
trust of money and so now they the only thing they can do is serve money for that is where 
they get their love and trust.  Why do so many people committ suicide when things go bankrupt 
or when the economy goes in the tank?  It is because they serve something that cannot give 
them the satisfaction only God could give.  If we could sum it all up in one word it would be 
IMPRISONED!!!   
 

CREDITSé 

 
 Ȱ*ÕÓÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÓÅÒÖÅ ÅÁÒÔÈÌÙ ËÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÁÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÅÓȟ ÓÏ ×Å ȬÓÅÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌÓȭ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 
idols.  Because we look to them for our 
significance (love) and security (trust) we 
have to have them, and therefore we are 
driven to serve, and essentially, obey 
ÔÈÅÍȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 
57).   
 
I am here to tell you right now that who 
you are is not about what you own!  Let 

me repeat so you can understand it:  WHO YOU ARE IS NOT ABOUT WHAT YOU OWN!!! 
I know that slaps in the face everything you see at school, at work and with who you 
hang out with but it is true!   
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Please don’t misunderstand what I am saying.  Money is not evil in and of itself but 
often I have found that money does things to people’s hearts that causes us to serve 
the god of money instead of serving the God!   
 
So what homework do I have for you?  Come up with a list again.  Only now, list the 
things you have and list the things that you need.  Be honest with what you have and 
then go to the website below for shocking statistics.  Here is a taste of some of the 
statistics: “At least 80% of humanity live on less than $10 a day.”  And, “Nearly a billion 
people entered the 21st century unable to read a book or sign their name.”  
Also…look at the graph below.   
 
 
  
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to this website and spend 15 minutes studying the statistics…pray about it and 
then think of the lesson about the idols in our hearts!   
 
http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats 
 
CHECK IT OUT!!! 
 
 
 

http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats
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Let us treasure up in our soul some of 
those things which are permanent...not 
of those which will forsake us and be 
destroyed, and which only tickle our 
senses for a little while...  
 
Gregory of Nazianzus 4th-century 
Archbishop of Constantinople 

This lesson will be the most 

teaching you will do.  There are a 

few discussion times but this is 

where you really teach the students 

that idolatry is more than the things 

we have or the things we want.  

Idolatry is a heart issue!  I am using 

the story of Zacchaeus as a framing 

story for the issues we struggle 

with. 

Lesson 7 ɀ Money Idols ɀ Part 2 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Last week we looked at a few scriptures 
about greed and we noted that greed is 
one of the most damaging idols there 
are.  Why?  Adultery can be addressed 
immediately because it is a black and 
white sin.  There is no issues in 
addressing drunkeness because it is easy 
to diagnose.  The problem with greed is 
that so many people are affected by it yet 

they do not admit they struggle with it.  Greed can be compared to a cancer that is 
not recognized until it is almost too late.  You are blessed though!  You have the 
opportunity to do some serious heart surgery to see where your loyalties are.   
 
Last week I asked you to look at a website and come up with a list of things you have 
and a list of things you need.  So break into groups of 2-3 and discuss some of the 
things you came up with and answer the questions below.   
 

- Did you notice any similarities between 
your list and another person’s list? 
 
 
 
 

- What hurt about this whole process?   
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Tonight we learn about a biblical character in the New Testament who probably had 
a long, hard, difficult struggle with greed but is probably one of the best examples 
we have of someone who overcame greed.   
 

MAIN EVENTé 
 
Luke 19:1-2  He entered Jericho and was passing through.  2 And there was a man 
named Zacchaeus.  He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 
    

In two phrases Luke sums up the 
character of a man whose name 
was Zacchaeus: he was a tax 
collector and he was rich.  In the 
first century one of the worst 
people imaginable was a tax 
collector because they would 
cheat people out of their money.  
The Roman government required 
a person to collect a certain 
amount of taxes but allowed a 
person to take more than what 
was required from the Jews.  In 

today’s government we call that extortion.  Luke tells us that he was “rich” which 
meant Zacchaeus was very good at what he did.   
 
Not only was he a tax collector, he was an architelones which is the Greek word for 
CHIEF-tax collector.  Listen to one scholar’s description of Zacchaeus: 
 

“Nobody in Jericho liked Zacchaeus.  They would have been horrified to think 
that, of all the inhabitants of the town, he would be the one know by name to 
millions of people two thousand years later.  He was exactly the kind of man 
everybody despised.  Not only a tax-collector but a chief tax-collector; that is, 
not only did he make money on the side, in addition to his legitimate 
collections, but he almost certainly made more money from tax-collectors 
working under him.  Wherever money changes hands, whether across a 
grubby table in a tin shack in a dusty small town or across a sparkling 
computer screen in a shiny office on the ninety-ninth floor of a Wall Street 
skyscraper, the hands all too easily get dirty. Whenever money starts to talk, it 
shouts louder than the claims of honesty, respect and human dignity. One can 
only imagine the reaction of neighbors, and even friends and relatives, as 
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Zacchaeus’ house became more lavishly decorated, as more slaves ran about 
at his bidding, as his clothes became finer and his food richer.  Everyone knew 
that this was their money and that he had no right to it; everyone knew that 
there was nothing they could do about it.”  (Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone, 
pp. 222-23).   

 
What drives a man to be hated by his family, his countrymen and everybody in the 
city?  Greed!  The desire to want more and to keep more drove Zacchaeus and 
probably dominated his life.  You see, money was not THE idol he struggled with.  It 
was something else.   
 
THERE ARE TWO CATEGORIES WE CAN DIVIDE IDOLATRY INTO (Tim Keller, 
Counterfeit Gods, pp. 64-66): 
 
 CATEGORY #1: SURFACE IDOLS 
 

Those things like money, sex, spouses, children, brothers, sisters or anything that is 
tangible and visible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATEGORY #2: DEEP IDOLS 

 

This is the sin in our lives that is at the very core of our existence.  There are those of 
us who are motive by a desire for influence and power and there are some of us who 
are motivated by the need to be liked or appreciated.  Money becomes a SURFACE idol 
for someone who has a DEEP idol of gaining power and influence.  So they want more 
money not to spend but to simply say that they have control.  Money becomes a 
SURFACE idol for those who have the DEEP idol of feeling liked or appreciated.  They 
want more money so they can buy things that bring them into social circles or things 
that makes them feel beautiful or attractive.   “In every case, money functions as an 
idol and yet, because of various deep idols, it results in very different patterns of 
behavior” (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 65).      
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Do you notice something?  All of these idols like sex, money, relationships are not 
necessarily idolatrous but become so because of the deep issues in our own personal 
lives.   
 
Why does a person have sex with someone (and want it) so quickly before marriage?  
Perhaps they have a DEEP idol of wanting to feel loved and the only way they feel 
they can get this love is through the SURFACE idol of sex!  
 
Look at what Jesus says in Matthew 15:18-ΣΫȡ  ȰBut what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, ÔÈÅÆÔȟ ÆÁÌÓÅ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒȢȱ      
 
What does Jesus mean with all of this?  Write your thoughts below!   
 

I hope you understand that this passage is crucial for Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees 
who are struggling with the religious idolatry of being right in practice and doctrine.  It 
was good but Jesus spoke to the core of an issue saying the all the things people struggle 
with, all the things people do against God are simply outward reflections of something 
that has already taken place in the heart!!!  DID YOU CATCH THAT TEACHER!?!?!?  
Evil thoughts, murder, adultery are heart issues and those things are the direct results 
of deep, hidden and sometimes painful idols.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Look at The Message and how Eugene Peterson paraphrases Matthew 15:16-20:  Jesus 
ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕȟ ÔÏÏȩ !ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÔÕÐÉÄȩ $ÏÎͻÔ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ 
that is swallowed works its way through the intestines and is finally defecated? But 
what comes out of the mouth gets its start in the heart. It's from the heart that we 
vomit up evil arguments, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, lies, and cussing. 
That's what pollutes. Eating or not eating certain foods, washing or not washing 
your handsɂÔÈÁÔͻÓ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÈÅÒÅ ÎÏÒ ÔÈÅÒÅȢȱ 
 
Talk about graphic!!!  But it is the truth!   
 
So what can we do?   
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We have to admit that the things we struggle 
with like the need for more shoes, better 
clothes, and sex with people and more video 
games are all at the surface.  Like an iceberg 
those things are only the tip of what is really 
going on underneath the surface (see picture). 
 
Read these words and comment below:  Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
why idols cannot be deal with by simply 
eliminating surface idols like money or sex.  We 
ÃÁÎ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȭ) ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅ-emphasize 
this in my life.  I must not let it drive me.  I will 
ÓÔÏÐ ÉÔȢȭ  $ÉÒÅÃÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËȟ 
because the deep idols have to be dealt with at 
the heart level.  There is only one way to change 
at the heart level and that is through faith in the 
ÇÏÓÐÅÌȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 66).   
 
Did you catch that?  THE ONLY WAY TO CHANGE 
AT THE HEART LEVEL IS TO HAVE FAITH IN THE 
SAVING POWER OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.  Pop psychology won’t work…self-
help books won’t work…getting what you want won’t work…the only thing you can 
do to stop the madness is to make God your GOD!!!   
 

&!)4( ). 4(% '/30%, )3 ./4 ,)+% ! .%7 9%!2ȭ3 
2%3/,54)/.ȣ)4 )3 ! #/-0,%4% 
REORIENTATION OF YOUR LIFE!!!   
 
Let’s jump back to Zacchaeus and see how it worked for him!   

 
Luke 19:3-10  3 And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was small of stature.  4 
So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to 
pass that way.  5 And when Jesus came to the 

place, he lookeÄ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ:ÁÃÃÈÁÅÕÓȟ ÈÕÒÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÄÏ×Îȟ ÆÏÒ ) ÍÕÓÔ 
ÓÔÁÙ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȢȱ  6 So he hurried and came down and received him 

Ȱ! ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÏÍÅÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÇÉÆÔȢȱ 
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 63 
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joyfully.  7 !ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁ× ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌÌ ÇÒÕÍÂÌÅÄȟ Ȱ(Å ÈÁÓ ÇÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÕÅÓÔ 
ÏÆ Á ÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÎÎÅÒȢȱ 8 !ÎÄ :ÁÃÃÈÁÅÕÓ ÓÔÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȟ Ȱ"ÅÈÏÌÄȟ 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȟ ) ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÉÔ ÆÏÕÒÆÏÌÄȢȱ 9 !ÎÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ 
to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.  10 For the Son of Man came to seek 
ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÓÔȢȱ 
 
How does the conclusion of this story fit into our discussion of idolatry?  Write your 
answers below! 
 

Gklabqhhu pdau qj`anop]j` pd]p pda nakneajp]pekj kb Y]__d]aqo  heba s]o oaaj ej pde way 
he repaid the people back what was wronged them.  Leviticus 5:16 and Numbers 5:7 
stated that if you stole something you had to give it back with 20% interest.  Zacchaeus 
wanted to give back that plus four times which is 300% interest!!!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Luke tells us that Zacchaeus climbed the tree because he was a short man but I think 
there is more to this.  Perhaps Zacchaeus climbed the tree because he didn’t want to 
deal with the crowds.  Perhaps he knew he was a hated man and thought about the 
ramifications of pushing through the crowd to get up front.  He thought, “You know 
what?  I’ll just climb the tree and get out of sight!”   
 
That’s not what Jesus had in mind.  Jesus came to seek the lost and so immediately 
spotted the man who was hated the most and knew that this man (Jesus’ knew 
about tax-collectors since he chose one to be an apostle) needed a remedy.  He sat 
with him and ate (a sign of fellowship in the first century) and Zacchaeus’ life was 
changed.   
 
Tom Wright continues, ȰȬ4ÏÄÁÙ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅȭ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Ȭ4ÏÄÁÙ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȭȠ ×ÈÅÒÅ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ ÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇÌÙȣ:ÁÃÃÈÁÅÕÓ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem, escaping the puzzled and probably still angry 
looks of the neighbors.  He is going to live out his new life and re-establish himself as 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÉÓȱ (Luke for Everyone, p. 223).      
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CREDITSé 

 
 ȰFaith in the gospel restructures our motivations, our self-understanding and identity, 
or view of the world.  Behavioral compliance to rules without a complete change of 
heart will be superficial and fleetingȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 68).   
 
What is God asking you to do?  This is lesson #7 and by now you may be searching for 
questions.  Perhaps your search leads you to the deepest, darkest place of your 
heart.  The place that only God can see (cf. 1 Sam. 16:8) but paradoxically the place 
only God can heal.  Isn’t it time you get rid of your deep, hidden idols and put God 
where he needs to be?   
 
We are not asking for a change of behavior because that will not heal you.  If you 
struggle with a virus you don’t slap a band-aid on your arm to cure it!  You go through 
the process of healing inside and out.  Many Christians don’t cuss, don’t have sex 
before marriage, don’t lie, don’t cheat, don’t steal yet their hearts are just as evil as 
those who do!   
 
So look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at you 
hearts...look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at your 

hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts…look at your hearts…look 
at your hearts…look at your 
hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts…look at your hearts…look 
at your hearts…look at your 
hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts… look at your hearts…look 
at your hearts…look at your 
hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts…look at your hearts…look 
at your hearts… look at your 
hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts…look at your hearts…look 
at your hearts…look at your 
hearts…look at your hearts… look at 

your hearts…look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at your hearts…look at 
your hearts…look at your hearts…  
 
Please… 
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Lesson 8 ɀ Success is Everything 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Perhaps you have seen  this in your own life 
but I have seen it many times in the lives of 
other people.  Go to a football game and you 
will see the true character about a parent and 
how they treat their children.  I often hear 
parents screaming their lungs out at their 
children because they “missed a block” or 
perhaps they didn’t see the wide receiver 
who was “wide open” in the endzone.  Or 
maybe a soccer mom who yells at her 
daughter because she missed her assignment at mid-field and they scored yet that 
same girl had 2 goals herself in the game.  Or perhaps you have seen (like I have) the 
angry parent yell at their child because, for the first time, their son or daughter made 
a “B” instead of an “A” and now their child’s chances of getting into Harvard or Yale 
is in jeopardy.   
 
Success.  In America the opportunities are limitless for us to achieve but at what 
point can we say we are satisified with our achievments?  I have heard people say 
that it is good to be driven (even saw a Youth Rally with this title) but I do not like the 
connotation of it because what drives most of us is the idol of success and 
achievement instead of love and contentment.   
 
To illustrate this get in groups of 2-3 and I want you to discuss what you want to do 
with your life (occupation) and then describe why you want to do it.      
 

The point of this question is to think about why they want to do what they want to do in 
life.  Most teenagers (and adults) want to do something because it will make them the 
most money.  Some want to be enterpreneaurs in their field because it will allow them to 
make so much money and the potential to be at the top of their field.  Instead of asking 
the question “What jobs will help OTHERS prosper?” they ask the other question, “What 

Ȱ-ÏÒe than other idols, personal 
success and achievement lead to a 
sense that we ourselves are god, that 
our security and value rest in our 
own wisdom, strength, and 
ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢȱ  
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 75 
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jobs will help ME prosper?”  Notice the difference in the two?  One is other-seeking 
(kind of like Jesus) and the other is self-seeking.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAIN EVENTé 
 
It is probably accurate to say that you are a little confused.  After all, being successful 
is not “of the devil” as one could look at many characters in Scripture and see how 
successful they were.  So what do I mean about success idols?   
 
What do you think it means to have success idolatry?  Write your answers below.   
 

Be prepared for some confused looks.  Perhaps you could give an example of someone 
who was so driven that they neglected their families, their faith, their values because 
they wanted to be more and do more all in the name of progress.  What I am moving 
towards is a healthy definition of what is really successful.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now that you have a working definition of success idolatry then, like the physician, 
how do you diagnose it early to see if you are idolizing success over something only 
God can give?  Below is a list of some… 
 

1) You have a profound emphasis on high achievement and are never satisfied 
with what you have.   
 

2) You have a false sense of security from your success.   
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3) Because of your success it distorts your view of yourself.  
 

4) You find that you cannot maintain your self-confidence in life unless you 
remain at the top of your chosen field.  

 
What is your reaction to those “indicators”?  Would you add any of them?  Write your 
responses below:  
 

It is my guess that they probably, out of all of the lessons, are not getting this one as 
much as the others.  But the ones who will understand this the most are the ones who 
have had much success on the ball fields or in the classroom or perhaps even in the 
Bible classes.  For them, having a relationship with God is ñeasyò but it is my guess 
that those are the ones who will struggle the most.  Everything to them has come so 
easy and a relationship with God should be just as easy but it does not work that way. 
They are not the ones who control a relationship with God for God is the maker of 
Heaven and Earth not them.  Giving up your control is hard when you have been able to 
control everything! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
Let’s look at a character in the Old Testament who was driven by success but it was 
his success that drove him down.   
 
Turn to 2 Kings 5… 
 
2 Kings 5:1  Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to 
Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.   
 
Look at how Scripture characterizes this person!  No person was closer to the King of 
Syria than Naaman.  He led the troops into battle and gained victory by the hand of 
the Lord.  Probably he was a wealthy man since he was commander of an army that 
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had amassed a ton of wealth through the conquering of other nations.  He had 
money, he had power, he had success…what more could he want?     
 
The Scriptures also tell us this man 
had the horrible disease known as 
“leprosy.”  Leprosy in the Bible was 
a disease that slowly degraded a 
person’s skin methodically crippling 
their bones leaving people 
disfigured and ultimately they died 
from this disease (see picture on 
the right for a glimpse of this).  The 
problem for Naaman is that this 
crippling disease is very contagious 
and most of his success is 
overshadowed by this diseases which is, bit-by-bit, destroying his life.  More than 
likely he was an outcast and now has to deal with the emotional disparity of being a 
leper.  At the height of his life he is taken down by a disease.   
 
In the space below, write about a time in your life where you were successful only 
to be humbled by something that happened to you.   
 

I remember vividly in high-school a time when I thought I was the popular kid.  A lot of 
people liked me (superficially I guess) because I would make them laugh and quickly I 
became one of the popular kids in school.  However, I struggled for years with severe 
acne (I still have the scars today) and every time I liked a girl I found myself shot down 
because of the way I looked.  I was welcomed as a buddy but rejected because of the 
way I look.  Girls can say they like a guy for their personality or because they are 
funny but at the end of the day you still have to look at that person.  It was devastating 
at the time but was a wake-up call at the same time.  Perhaps you have a better 
example but this is mine.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
2 Kings 5:2-8   2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from 
the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman's wife.  3 She said to her 
ÍÉÓÔÒÅÓÓȟ ȰWould that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would 
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cure him of his leprosy.ȱ  4 So Naaman went in and told his lord, ȰThus and so spoke 
the girl from the land of Israel.ȱ  5 And the king of Syria said, ȰGo now, and I will 
send a letter to the king of Israel.ȱ So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, 
six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothes.  6 And he brought the 
letter to the king of Israel, which read, ȰWhen this letter reaches you, know that I 
have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.ȱ  7 And 
when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ȰAm I God, to 
kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? 
Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.ȱ  8 But when Elisha the 
man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, 
saying, ȰWhy have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may 
know that there is a prophet in Israel.ȱ     
 

Did you see what Naaman tried to do?  He tried to go 
to the king of Israel and buy his way into a cure.  He 
thought that is how all business relationships work.  
He thought, “People like money and clothes so I will 
offer him the best of both and hopefully out of all of 
this I will get some healing.”   
 
The sad part is that true healing comes with pain and 
anguish instead of money.  You can’t walk up to God 
and drop some money in the collection plate and say, 
“Here you go God, fix me!”  Naaman is a good person 
who simply wants healing but he does not have a clue 
on how to search for God.   
 
Much like you and I once where… 
 

Or maybe much like you and I currently are… 
 
Ȱ.ÁÁÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ Á ÔÁÍÅ 'ÏÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ×Éld God.  Naaman is after a God who can be 
put into debt, but this is a God of grace, who puts everyone else in his debt.  Naaman is 
after a private God, a God for you and you but not a God for everybody, but this God is a 
God of everyone, whether we acknowledge it or not” (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 
85).     
 
So what could Naaman do?   
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2 Kings 5:9-12  9 So Naaman 
came with his horses and 
chariots and stood at the door 
of Elisha's house.  10 And 
Elisha sent a messenger to 
ÈÉÍȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ ȰGo and wash in 
the Jordan seven times, and 
your flesh shall be restored, 
and you shall be clean.ȱ  11 But 
Naaman was angry and went 
away, saying, ȰBehold, I 
thought that he would surely 
come out to me and stand and 

call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure 
the leper.  12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?ȱ So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 
 
Why would he be so upset about this?  Answer BÅÌÏ×ȣȢ 
 

@bpan ]hh, da eo cappejc da]ha` ]j` eo cappejc sd]p da s]jpa` sd]p o snkjc sepd pd]p?  
The problem is that Naaman feels he is entitled to more than the dirty waters of the 
Jordan River (see picture above).  ȰNaaman expected respect and a public ritual with 
~okiapdejc cna]p  n]pdan pd]j ] oeilha lner]pa ]_p.  Sda ]ei s]o pk pa]_d dei dqiehepu 
and faith.  A great man may expect some great thing while God often tests us with the 
small thingsȱ (Donald J. Wiseman, 1 & 2 Kings, p. 207). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All he has to do is to just wash!  It is that simple for Naaman but he cannot accept it.  
He is angry and frustrated because it does not make sense to him.  However, God 
looked at Naaman and saw his idol of success and his pompous attitude and what he 
did was specifically ask Naaman to humble himself.  Think about it: he had to listen to 
a captured servant, a messenger of a prophet and then eventually a foreign prophet.  
This is not something he felt he needed to do.   
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But all he has to do is wash… 
 
2 Kings 5:13-16   13 But his 
servants came near and 
said to him, ȰMy father, 
it is a great word the 
prophet has spoken to 
you; will you not do it? 
Has he actually said to 
you, 'Wash, and be 
clean'?ȱ  14 So he went 
down and dipped 
himself seven times in 
the Jordan, according to 
the word of the man of 
God, and his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.  15 Then he returned to the 
man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he 
said, ȰBehold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept 
now a present from your servant.ȱ  16 But he said, ȰAs the LORD lives, before whom 
I stand, I will receive none.ȱ And he urged him to take it, but he refused.        
 
It took some humility on his part to see what God could do with his life and his false 
idols.   
 

CREDITSé 

 
 Ȱ(Ï× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÂÒÅÁË ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔȭÓ ÆÉØÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÄÏÉÎÇ ȬÓÏÍÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÉÎÇȭ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÌ 
ourselves of our sense of inadequacy, in order to give life meaning?  Only when we see 
what Jesus, our great Suffering Servant, has done for us will we finally understand why 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ ȬÓÏÍÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÉÎÇȢȭ 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔȟ 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÓȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ×Å ÃÁÎ ȬÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÓÈȭȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 93).   
 
So what are you to do?  ȰFor everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÕÍÂÌÅÓ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅØÁÌÔÅÄȱ (Luke 18:14).  Maybe it’s time you quit 
thinking so high of yourself and all of the things you have accomplished.  
 
Because let’s face it…what have you done with the help of another?  What have you 
done without God?  Nothing!   
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Nothing!  Nothing!  So we are simply his clay as he forms us into the image of what he 
wants us to be.  That image means the removal of all idols be it relationships, money 
or even success.   
 
So what should you do?  Be washed!  Cleanse yourself.  It’s really that simple!   
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Lesson 9 ɀ Power Idols 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

 His name was Thomas 
Clarke and he was the 
biggest guy in the eighth 
grade.  He was one of those 
guys that was a legitmate 
eighth grader but looked like 
he was held back for three 
years.  All the girls liked him 
because he already had 
facial hair and his voice 
stopped cracking in the sixth 
grade.  He was a stud on the 
football field and his muscles 

already conveyed a sort-of Mr. Universe type of build.  He was scary.  Not only was he 
physically powerful but in every conversation and discussion he had to be the one 
who controlled the conversation.  He fed off of this high where he would exploit the 
weak so that he might be seen as strong and mighty.   
 
I thought I was his friend or at least I submitted to him in hopes that I would not be 
the one he picked on and made fun of.  All of the things I described about Thomas 
(alias “Big Tom”) above, I was the exact opposite.  I was small, my voice cracked all 
of the time, I only had muscles in my dreams and I had braces.  I was a loser. One time 
me, Big Tom and my buddy Ryan were walking down the hall and I picked up a piece 
of paper and wadded it up and threw it at “Big Tom” and to my dismay, it nailed him 
in the back of the head (one thing I was good at was accuracy in baseball).  I thought 
it was hilarious.   
 
Big Tom, on the other hand, “no-likey.”  Like a caveman who had his turkey leg stolen 
he marched over to me in fury and proceeded to pick me up by my throat and held 
me off the ground choking me.  He laughed the whole time while I could do nothing 
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in embarassement but sit there as people looked at me.  He held me up there so long 
my buddy Ryan looked at him in the awkward look as if to say, “Ok, Quasi Moto, you 
could put him down now.”  But he didn’t.  I almost passed out when he finally 
dropped me to the ground.  He slapped my back as if it was all a joke but I learned a 
valuable lesson that day…actually two: 1) Big Tom is an idiot12 and, 2) People who are 
power-hungry will do anything to exploit the weaknesses of others.    
 
Get in groups of 2-3 and write about a time when you were bullied or maybe you 
were in the presence of someone who had a power-trip.  Write about that 
experience and share it with others.  How did it make you feel?   
 

My goal is to have them process the idea of power and how it is something that gets to 
laklha o acko.  Nj_a pdau d]ra ] p]opa kb lkser they feed off of that.  People who are 
leaders are often the most power-hungry people there is.  Sometimes parents control the 
lives of their children because they have this deep idol of power in them where they 
have to control everything.  Speak of your own circumstances and share a personal 
story to help.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The idol we will discuss tonight is called “power idols”.  I know this sounds crazy but 
stick with me.   
 

 Do you ever wonder why parents like to control every decision their child 
makes?  Power idols!   
 

 Do you ever wonder why certain people dominate conversations and refuse to 
let other people talk?  Power idols!   

 

 Do you ever wonder why people think their way of doing something (ideology) 
is the only way of doing something?  Power idols! 
 

                                                 
12.  Eventually Big Tom stopped growing and everyone else caught up with him and most surpassed him.  

Probably he got a big wake-up call in high-school when he could not power his way with everyone.  Idiot is a strong 

word but that was how I felt at the time.  I would like to see where he is now.       
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They do not have this definition so 

ask them to write it down. 

Based on time, divide the Scriptures between 

different groups.  But do not rush it because this 

is the meat of the section.  Discuss the 

Scriptures together!!! 

 Do you ever struggle with letting God take control of your life and 
surrendering your soul to him?  Power idols! 
 

Think of all of the idolatry we 
have in the United States of 
America concerning political 
allegiances.  On one side you 
have the Democrat Party who 
touts that they have everything 
figured out and that their way is 
the right way.  On the other side 
you have the Republican Party 
who espouses the same 
certainty that their policies are 
the only appropriate way to run 
a government.  Who is right?  My answer is nobody.  It used to be that when a 
president was elected you supported them because he was your commander-in-chief.  
Now, if a certain party’s representative is not put into office they threat to leave the 
country and proclaim the president to be a minion of Satan himself.  
 
I use that as an illustration to show you that people are simply hungry for having their 
way!  It is like a baby who cries because they have to share their toy with someone 
else and it is not fair.   
 

Power Idolatry ɀ Rather than accept our 
limits and that we depend on God, we 
desperately seek ways to assure ourselves 
that we still have power over our own lives.  (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 101) 
 

MAIN EVENTé 
 

Below are some Scriptures to discuss 
as a group.  Answer the two questions 
below for each verse if time will allow! 
 
Question #1:  What does this say 

about power? 
 

Question #2:  What does the text suggest we do? 
 



 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 64 

 

Psalm 25:9      Psalm 147:6 
 
 
 
 
 
Proverbs 11:2      Proverbs 21:7 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 66:1-2      Jeremiah 44:9-11 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 19:30     Luke 14:7-11 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:27-29    1 Peter 5:5 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Something that is consistent throughout God’s 
word is that he continually places emphasis on 
the down-trodden, the poor, the widowed and 
the afflicted.  I guess you could say that God is 
one who roots for the underdog.  I love 
watching football and it was a joy to watch 
Andrew Rushing and the Goodpasture Cougars 

play football.  My heart sunk every time they made it to the State Championship 

Ȱ.ÉÎÅÔÙ-five percent of what sets 
the course of their lives is 
completelÙ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȢȱ 
 
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 110 
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because I knew they had to play the Alcoa Tornadoes who would eventually beat 
them three years in a row (I watched all of them).  It was tough watching them gloat 
in their accomplishments as they held up two fingers…three fingers…four fingers 
and now they have won an unprecedented five in a row!!!   
 
I could care less about high-school football (unless one of my students is on the 
team) but one thing I will rejoice is when a team finally beats Alcoa in the state 
championship game.  It is about rooting for the underdog and I believe firmly that 
God roots for the underdog!  
 
But then there is you.  Perhaps the idol of power means you think you can solve every 
problem every situation.  Perhaps the idol of power means you think you can control 
every relationship 
you are in and you 
get some sort of 
“high” from this 
relationship.   
 
I want you to know 
that God does not 
work in ways in 
which we coerce 
people into 
situations now.  If 
you are not careful 
then your power 
idols will cause you 
to look at people in a 
way in which they are simply objects and you will never treat people in the image of 
God.  You think the world owes you something for being so good-looking, so 
eloquent, so likeable, so this and so that.  So what can you do? 
 

CREDITSé 

 
 Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÈÅÁÌÓ ÏÕÒ ×ÉÌÌ Ôo power.  The normal response to our sense 
of powerlessness is to deny it, to find people to dominate and control in order to live in 
that denial.  But Jesus shows us another way.  By giving up his power and serving, he 
became the most influential man who ever lived.  Jesus is not only an example, however, 
he is a Savior.  Only by admitting our sin, need, and powerlessness, and by casting 
ourselves on his mercy, will we finally become secure in his love, and therefore 
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empowered in a way that does not lead us to oppress others.  The insecurity is gone, the 
ÌÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÉÓ ÃÕÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÔȢ  !Ó Á ÐÒÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÏÎÃÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÕÐ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÄÏ×ÎȠ ÔÈÅ 
way ÄÏ×Î ÉÓ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÕÐȭȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, pp. 124-25).   
 
Homework time!  Write out some ways in which you need to exercise more humility.  
In other words list ways in which you struggle with pride and then write out beside it 
how you can become humble.   
 
Pride       Humility Process 
 
I struggle with power of knowledge  Realize that I know nothing apart from 

what God has given me!  Journal what 
God is teaching you through others 
who you “think” you are smarter 
than!!!   
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Lesson 10 ɀ Hidden Idols 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

Break up into groups of 2-3 and talk about some of the “power idols” you have 
struggled with that you listed in the homework from last week.  Answer some of 
these questions: 
 
 What did you learn about yourself?   
 
 
 
 

What processes of humility did you come up with to help subvert the issues of 
pride? 

 
 
 
 
We are almost done with these lessons on idolatry.  This last lesson addresses the 
issue of idols that are deep in our core and are often hidden.  In Lesson #7 we 
discussed a little bit about “hidden idols” but to refresh your minds look at the 
Scripture below:   
 

Matthew 15:18-ΣΫȡ  ȰBut what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the 
heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
ÍÕÒÄÅÒȟ ÁÄÕÌÔÅÒÙȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÉÍÍÏÒÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÔÈÅÆÔȟ ÆÁÌÓÅ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒȢȱ      

 
That is a lot that can be buried in our hearts that take some time to discover!  One of 
my favorite animated movies in the past 10 years is the movie Shrek which is a story 
about how a big, green ogre discovers a woman of his dreams in the most 
unbelievable circumstances.  Shrek and Donkey go on a journey to seek Princess 
Fiona for Lord Farquaad.  The stereotype for ogres in this story is that they are beasts 
with no heart or even a soul.  In a memorable scene Shrek and Donkey discuss this 
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Something funny you could do is pick two 

students and have them act this out using 

similar voices.  Just a little fun thing you could 

do.   

false stereotype as Shrek describes ogres with a metaphor:  Enjoy the exchange 
below:13   
 
 Shrek:   For your 

information, 
there's a lot more 
to ogres than 
people think. 

 
 Donkey:   Example? 
 
 Shrek:  Example? Okay, um, ogres are like onions. 
  
 Donkey:  {Sniffs} They stink? 
  
 Shrek:  Yes - - No! 
 
 Donkey:  They make you cry? 
 
 Shrek:  No! 
  
 Donkey:   You leave them in the sun, they get all brown, start 

sproutin' little white hairs? 
  
 Shrek:   No! Layers! Onions have layers. Ogres have layers! Onions 

have layers. You get it? We both have layers.  
  
 Donkey:  {Sighs} Oh, you both have layers. Oh. {Sniffs} You know, not 

everybody likes onions. Cake! Everybody loves cakes! Cakes 
have layers. 

 
 Shrek:  I don't care...what everyone likes. Ogres are not like cakes. 
 
 Donkey:  You know what else everybody likes? Parfaits. Have you 

ever met a person, you say, "Let's get some parfait," they 
say, "No, I don't like no parfait"? Parfaits are delicious. 

 

                                                 
13.  I realize it is unnecessary to do this much to make a point but I enjoyed this part of the movie and 

thought it would be helpful.  Script from www.script-o-rama.com.   

http://www.script-o-rama.com/
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Memorize the story of Jonah before the class.  It 

is a short 4 chapters and it is SO MUCH MORE 

than the cute story about a man and a fish.  

Commit it to heart as best you can.   

 Shrek:  No! You dense, irritating, miniature beast of burden! Ogres 
are like onions! End of story. Bye-bye. See ya later. 

 
I know this seems to be a grand leap but our hidden idols often can only be found 
when we peel back the layers of all of the stuff.  An example of a hidden idol is like 
when someone who has money as an external idol but hidden beneath the external 
idol is the idol of wanting acceptance or the idol of power by purchasing clothes that 
will get them into that clique or with that boy.   
 
Give some other examples of “hidden idols” in the space below and discuss them as 
a class: 
 

Think about these yourself as those things that are hidden perhaps in your life that you 
would be willing to share.  We are going to discuss some serious hidden idols in this 
class so be prepared! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAIN EVENTé
14 

 
Turn to the Old Testament book 
Jonah as we will look at a character 
who, perhaps, struggled with hidden 
idols that eventually led him to 
depression and even a request for 

God to kill him.  Sound like the Bible story you heard growing up?  Read on and learn.   
 
Before we get to Jonah you need to understand that Jonah was a historical figure 
mentioned in the reign of King Jeroboam II in 2 Kings 14:25.  He called the king to 
expand the borders of his territory because the Lord saw the affliction of his people.  
                                                 

14.  The majority of the thoughts in this lesson are from Tim Kellerôs Counterfeit Gods, pp. 126-53.   
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The Assyrian Empire was one of the most hated by Israel for they were known as 
brutal barbarians who were nothing more than pagan enemies of God.  According to 
2 Kings 17 the people of Assyria captured Israel and eventually put them into exile.  
They were not the most liked people if you were an Israelite.  Perhaps, in a crude way 
(you will see my point later), you can compare this to Americans and their dislike for 
Al-Qaeda.  Read on… 
 
Jonah 1:1-2  Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,  2 
Ȱ!ÒÉÓÅȟ ÇÏ ÔÏ .ÉÎÅÖÅÈȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ call out against it, for their evil1 has come 
ÕÐ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÍÅȢȱ  
 
Did you catch that?  Jonah was asked to go to the place that perhaps he hated the 
most and adding insult to injury, God told him to preach to the these people of 
Nineveh.  No way!  Ȱ'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÒÅaching out in mercy to the great enemy of his peopleɂ
no more counterintuitive mission could have been imagined.  God was sending a 
patriotic Jewish prophet to do thisɂno more unlikely emissary could have been 
ÃÈÏÓÅÎȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 135). 
 
Give an example of a place you would never go to evangelize and talk about what 
your reaction would be if God asked you to go there. 
 

Mine would be places of Islamic influence like Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Iraq and 
other places like that.  I would simply not go for it would endanger my life and perhaps 
my efforts would go in vain.  Yeah…I sound a little like Jonah!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jonah 1:3  But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He 
went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and 
went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 
 
Jonah would have no part of this!  Assyria was a nasty nation and he would have no 
protection, no success as a preacher and perhaps the thought of touching their soil 
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was detestable to Jonah.  You could argue Jonah struggled with three “hidden 
idols”: 

1. Personal Idolatry – He wanted ministry success more than obedience to God (Believe 
it or not, ministers in churches today struggle with this).   
 

2. Cultural Idolatry – It could be argued (maybe reading too much into the text but it is a 
good point) that his national interests with Israel was placed over obedience to God and 
the spiritual welfare of the Ninevites (sound familiar?).   

 
3. Religious Idolatry – Moral self-righteousness, superiority over the wicked and the 

desire for them not to be saved!   
 

Of course you know the story…Jonah eventually sails but is found out by the sailors 
who, per Jonah’s request (and God’s providence), throw Jonah overboard and a big 
fish (not a whale) is created that swallows Jonah (1:4-16).  Jonah then goes into the 
fish and has some alone time with God (and digestive juices mixed with half-eaten 
fish…YUCK!!!).  Read Jonah’s prayer and notice the underlined portion… 
 

Jonah 2:1, 4, 8-10  Then Jonah 
prayed to the LORD his God 
from the belly of the fish,  2 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ ȰI called out to the 
LORD, out of my distress, 
and he answered me; out of 
the belly of Sheol I cried, and 
you heard my voice.ȱ  4 Then 
I said, ȰI am driven away 
from your sight; Yet I shall 
again look upon your holy 
temple.  5 The waters closed 
in over me to take my life; 

the deep surrounded me; weeds were wrapped about my head  8 Those who pay 
regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love.  9 But I with the voice of 
thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to 
the LORD!ȱ  10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the 
dry land.    
 
Did you catch it?  Jonah is saying that those who follow these vain idols struggle with 
accepting the steadfast love of God!  Jonah named his struggle while in the belly of 
the beast!  God gave Jonah a second chance and then asks Jonah (again) to go to 
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Nineveh and cry against it (Jonah 3).  Jonah preached a sermon for them to repent 
and he had a 100% repentance rate…the whole city repented.  Praise God right!  God 
relents and does not destroy Nineveh!  This is a time for Jonah and others to rejoice 
right?   
 
Jonah 4:1-3  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.  2 And he prayed 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,/2$ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰO LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? 
That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
disaster.  3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for 
me to die than to live.ȱ 
 
Do you see what is going on?  Jonah knew God’s character all along: he has always 
been loving, faithful and just and Jonah knew that!  But Jonah did not want the 
Assyrians to experience this steadfast love because he was racially against it and 
could not accept it.  Jonah’s grace found in chapter 2 was nothing more than 
intellectual because it had not pierced his heart to change his mind and change his 
actions!  Consider the long quote below: 
 

Ȱ3ÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÏÎÃÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÒÁÔÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÓÅÍÅÎÔȟ 
ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÌË ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÓÌÏ×ÌÙȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÉÓÅȢ  4ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ 
look around and not see anything.  If you want to know what is really down 
there, you have to surprise it by running and leaping down the steps quickly.  
Then you will see a bunch of little tails scurrying away.  And so it is under stress, 
in real life experience, that the true nature of our hearts is revealed.  For 
example, all Christians say and believe that Christ is their Savior, not their career 
or their wealth.  What Christ thinks of us is what matters, not human approval.  
That is what we say.  But while Jesus is our Savior in principle, other things still 
maintain functional title to our hearts.  Jonah shows us that it is one thing to 
believe the gospel with our minds, and another to work it deep into our hearts so 
ÉÔ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×Å ÔÈÉÎËȟ ÆÅÅÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏȢȱ  (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 
144-45).   

 
What are your reactions to this quote?  Share them and write them below! 
 

I am led to the Sermon on the Mount where it talks about loving our enemies and some 
of the moral standards Jesus sets for me.   
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I understand these are hot-bed issues and perhaps you 

may disagree with me entirely.  Thatôs fine. All I ask is 

for you to consider what is at stakeédo our choices 

come from the framework of a disciple of Christ or is it 

from a framework that originates with a political 

belief, a racial bias or a mindset of pride?   

 
 
 
 

 
Think about where this discussion leads us… 
 

What about churches that, in the 
name of Christ, said slavery, 
segregation and the degradation 
of black people were morally 
acceptable?  Could that be a 
hidden idol issue? 
 

What about those who speak out against Republicans or Democrats and draw 
lines based on those discussions?  Could that be a hidden idol issue?   
 
What about not talking to people based on the color of their skin, sex 
orientation, the clothes on their back, the way that they talk or the faith 
system they come from?  Perhaps that is a hidden idol issue? 
 
What about this…our desire to have all of those members of Al-Qaeda sought 
out and killed because of their hatred for America?  Is that something Jesus 
would have done or does this desire come from hidden idolatry?   
 
What about those family members who think a certain way or act a certain 
way?  Hidden idolatry? 

 
Do you see how strong this is now?   
 

CREDITSé 

 
So where do we start?  Hang tight!  Next week we look at how to eradicate these 
hidden idols and the visible idols!  Here is a little homework to do… 
 
Talk to your mom and dad, brothers and sisters, teachers and friends and mention 
this to them.  Take notes and see what they think.  Don’t grill them nor bring 
judgment on them but just get a feel for what they think and take notes and look at 
what you learn and see if hidden idols really control our society.  Just look at the ads 
in the newspaper or the headlines on TV…you’ll see.   
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Lesson 11 ɀ The End of Counterfeit Gods 
 

PREVIEWSé 
 

We have been on an 
extensive journey looking at 
the deepest, darkest 
portions of our hearts.  I am 
certain that this journey has 
pricked your heart in some 
sort of way but we have 
done little to address how to 
really subvert these 
counterfeit idols.  This lesson 
will address the specific ways 
at which you can locate your 
hidden idols and replace 

them.  But before we engage ourselves in that I want you to think about the 
homework I asked you to do.  Remember?  I asked you to talk to your mom and dad, 
brothers and sisters, teachers and friends and discuss with them the concept of 
hidden idols and what their thoughts were.   
 
Break into groups of 2-3 and talk about what was said and how it was received.  Share 
your discussion below.   
 

I had discussions with a gentleman about the War in Iraq and dks Iaoqo  stance on 
“loving our enemies” seemed to be a direct front to that war.  This man became very 
agitated with what I was saying and proceeded to let me know how I was mis-
interpreting the Scriptures and that what America was doing in Iraq was completely 
justified.  Perhaps he was right and I am not the judge but I wonder why he was so 
easily agitated like that.  I was simply proposing an alternate view and he saw that as an 
attack.  Perhaps there was a deep hidden political idol that could not allow him to see 
another viewpoint EVEN IF THAT VIEWPOINT CAME FROM SCRIPTURE!!!  Read that 
last sentence again and let it sink in.     



 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 75 

Do not waste time in this lesson.  

You must get to the specifics of 

how to discover and replace idols.  

The character study could be 

summarized to make good use of 

time.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What can we do to get rid of our idols and deeply embedded issues?  Is there any 
hope?  Is there any possibility that we can find redemption in God when (for some of 
us) we have struggled for so long?  Is there hope?  Tim Keller writes, ȰYes, if we begin 
to realize idols cannot simply be removed.  They must be replaced.  If you only try to 
uproot them, they grow back; but they can be supplanted.  By what?  By God himself, of 
courseȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 155).   
 
Join me, as we engage a Biblical character and then look at how to find and replace 
your idols.   
 

MAIN EVENTé 
 

Turn to the Genesis 32:24-31.  Remember in Lesson 
#4 we talked about Jacob and the story of Leah 
and Rachel?  Jacob’s life was filled with idolatry!  
Let me explain!  From the womb of his mother 
Rebekah, Jacob and Esau were constantly at each 
other.  Then Jacob (I imagine) struggled to gain his 
father’s love and appreciation as Jacob favored 

Esau.  There is no greater pain to experience than the pain of being less-loved by a 
parent.  Jacob stole the birthright and stole the blessing and now his brother hated 
him for it and sought to kill him.  Fast forward and we see that Jacob was at odds 
with his father-in-law Laban as he battled him to gain Rachel and land and a better 
future.  He was at war with everyone around him and now he receives this news… 
 
Genesis 32:6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, ȰWe came to your 
brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with 
him.ȱ   
 
What would your response be if the man who hated you the most was now coming 
to see you with an army of 400 men?  Share your answers below… 
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I remember a time when I was a freshman in high-school and there was this one person 
who absolutely hated me.  He would embarrass me in front of the entire school calling 
me various names and acting like he was going to fight me.  Just the thought of waking 
up and going to school was horrible because I knew that he would be there and I would 
have to face him again.  I hated it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jacob panicked and tried to give gifts, livestock and money to his brother and then 
Jacob divided his people so that when Esau attacked him he would at least still have 
some of his people remaining (32:7-23).   Then something happened that was a 
turning point for Jacob and his idol 
factories.  He was alone, scared, out 
of solutions because (as far as he 
knew) his death was certain and now 
he was getting what perhaps he 
thought he deserved.   
 
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin makes this 
observation: ȰThe night before the 
encounter with Esau may well have 
been the most frightening of Jacobȭs 
life.  Will God keep His promise?  Will Esau be propitiated by his gifts?  If not, will Jacobȭs 
troops be able to successfully fend off Esauȭs four hundred men?  Or will tomorrow be 
the last day of his and his familyȭs life?  In the darkness, there occurs one of the most 
mysterious events in the Bible, an incident that establishes the name of the Jewish 
peopleȱ (Biblical Literacy, p. 62).    
 
Genesis 32:24-31  And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the 
breaking of the day.  When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.  
Then he said, ȰLet me go, for the day has broken.ȱ But Jacob said, ȰI will not let you 
go unless you bless me.ȱ  And he said to him, ȰWhat is your name?ȱ And he said, 
ȰJacob.ȱ  Then he said, ȰYour name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.ȱ Then Jacob asked 
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him, ȰPlease tell me your name.ȱ But he said, ȰWhy is it that you ask my name?ȱ 
And there he blessed him.  So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, ȰFor 
I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.ȱ  The sun rose upon 
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 
How do you think this event shaped Jacob’s life in a way that released his idols?  
Share your answers below… 
 

It is at our weakest point where we find our breaking point.  If you notice in the Bible 
that when people have their names changed it is a turning point in their life.  Abram 
was changed to Abraham and Sarai was changed to Sarah.  This moment is 
monumental for Jacob! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I believe this is a time where Jacob finally learned that he was valued, loved and 
appreciated in God.  He wrestled with God because he wanted to be blessed more 
than anything in his life!  He would not let go because he probably recognized how 
foolish he was up to this point and he is tired of running, tired of being afraid and 
tired of the same old ways overcoming who he was.  He wanted God’s blessing and 
nothing else could fill that void!  Nothing.   
 
So what about you?  God came to Jacob in the darkest moments of his life and 
through the wrestling Jacob was able to find what was most important in his life.  He 
was able to serve the God instead of a god.   
 
So what can you do?  What will you do?   
 
Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse 
for us - for it is written, ȰCursed is everyone who is hanged on a treeȱ -  so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
 
Do you see this?  You have the same promise that was given to Abraham.  How?  The 
Holy Spirit!  You have been redeemed!  You have been bought!  You no longer are to 
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serve idols and idols are no longer to reign in you!  How…Christ died on a cross and in 
the darkness of Calvary he became weak that we may be made strong!!!   
 
So how do you find idols?  In Acts 19:26 Paul was undeterred as he challenged the 
gods of the city of Ephesus.  He identified them and gave a replacement with the God 
of Heaven being that replacement.   
 
The first thing we must do is discern our idols which means we must discover them!!!  
How?  Four Ways!   
 

1. What do you dream about? 
 

“In other words, the true god of your heart is what your thoughts effortlessly go to 
when there is nothing else demanding your attention” (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, 
168).  What do you daydream about?  A dream home?  Clothes?   A 
boyfriend/girlfriend?  Career advancement?  Power?  This is a way in which you 
may find your idols.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where do you spend your money?   
 

Matthew 6:21 says, “Where your treasure is, there is your heart also.”  “Your 
money flows most effortlessly toward your heart s greatest love.  In fact, the mark of 
an idol is that you spend too much money on it, and you must try to exercise self-
control constantly” (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 168).   
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3. What is your realɂnot professedɂgod? 
 

How do you respond to unanswered prayers or difficult circumstances?  If you 
explode when things do not go your way or when something bad happens then 
perhaps you, like Jonah, have a deep hidden idol against God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is your most uncontrollable emotion?   
 

Why is this important?  For some people it is a grudge or anger against someone and 
when it is brought up they cannot let it go.  Perhaps it is fear when you were hurt 
by someone or something so long ago.  Maybe it is guilt because you have done 
something against God or someone and you cannot let it go!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whatever the case may be you uncover idols when you uncover hurt.  Peel back the 
layers and what you might find is a cesspool of idols flourishing because we have not 
addressed them.  So what do you do?  You replace them!   
 
Colossians 3:1-5  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your  life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.    
 
ȰIdolatry is not just a failure to obey God, it is a setting of the whole heart on something 
besides God.  This cannot be remedied only by repenting that you have an idol, or using 
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willpower to try to live differentlyȱ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 171).    You want 
to know what to do to solve your idols? 
 
You’re going to think it is way too simple.   
 
Ready?   
 
YOU MUST REJOICE IN GOD!!! 
 
Seriously! 
 
I promise!   
 

Repentance only leads us so 
far and often is guilt-based 
and really it amounts to self-
pity.  It is not bad to feel guilt 
for what you have done but 
we must not dwell on the 
guilt rather we must rejoice.  
ȰFear-based repentance 
makes us hate our selves.  Joy-
based repentance makes us 
hate the sinȱ (p. 172).   
 
Why rejoice?  Because, as you 

have learned, most idols are actually good things.  Relationships, money and success 
are not bad but when we elevate them it becomes idolatry.  But when we rejoice in 
God these things do not own us rather we want to serve Christ so much that these 
attachments do not enslave us.     
 
This comes through prayer, study, accountability, fasting and struggle.  Rejoicing in 
God places him as the lover of our souls instead of a vindictive judge who wants to 
completely annihilate us! 
 

CREDITSé 

 
So what now? What do you do with this study?  Here are some options… 
 

1. Throw it in the trash can as soon as you leave.  Nothing changes.   
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2. Leave it on the pew and the janitor throws it away.  Nothing changes.   

 
3. Say to yourself, “That was a good lesson.” Then go home and forget about 

it.  Nothing changes.   
 

4. Stay in denial and lie to yourself saying, “Nothing’s wrong with me!”  
Nothing changes.   

 
5. Pray about this…read more about the lessons…look into your hearts.  

Confess, repent and rejoice!  EVERYTHING CHANGES!!!   
 

What I am asking is risky business and affects your entire existence.  How you spend 
money, who you date, what you watch, what you wear, who you associate with, 
where you work.   When you love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength 
it will change your life.   
 
Are you willing to do that?   
 

Revelation 3:20-21  Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and 
eat with him, and he with me.  The 
one who conquers, I will grant 
him to sit with me on my throne, 
as I also conquered and sat down 
with my Father on his throne. 
 
 

 
 


