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Lessory BBelieving in NothiRgrt 1

PREVIEWS

'If you could imagine the vilest person to
ever walk the planet then you would be
closer to the description of the Biblical
character known as Ahab. Look at the
description given him by the writer of 1
Kings. He says, QAnd Ahab the son of Omri
did evil in the sight of the LORD, more
than all who were before him. And as if it
had been a light thing

. . It may seem
fgr him to walk in the cumbersome but
sins of Jeroboam the really tell this story
son of Nebat, he took to the teens and try
for his wife Jezebel to familiarize it from
the daughter of heart. Itis a

Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and powerful lesson on
idolatry but even

worshiped him. He erected an altar for Baal in the house of more <o on what we
Baal, which he built in Samaria. And Ahab made an Asherah. treasure.
Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger

than all the kings of Israel who were before him” (1 Kings 16:30-33).” Several things
have gone wrong for this man in his upbringing but it is clear he has made a choice to
do everything possible to go against where he came from. Look at this man’s
character:

e Did evil in plain sight of God (v. 30)
¢ He continued the path of Jeroboam and notoriously wicked man (v. 31)!
e Chose Jezebel for a wife who was from the Sidonians which was part of the

1 All images in these studies come from Corbisimages.com. All rights are reserved for them.

2. In these studies | will use the English Standard Version. Feel free to use whatever makes you
comfortable. | recommend the ESV, NWASU, NIV and the NLT.
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Canaanite people who were known for their evil (v. 31).

e Worshipped and served Baal. Erected an altar for Baal and made an Asherah
(vv. 31-33).

e According to the writer of 1 Kings, nobody did more to displease God than
Ahab!

Fast forward to 1 Kings 18 where Elijah the prophet of God challenges Ahab and his
prophets of Baal. This is really a great duel between someone who is stuck in idolatry
and someone who is a real prophet of God.

Ahab meets Elijah and Elijah looks him O4EA EEOOO OEET C
square in the eye and says, Q have not the altar of the Lord, which had been
troubled Israel, but you have, and your destroyed during this period of
father's house, because you have idolatry in the land of Israel. He
abandoned the commandments of the avoided all contact with the altar that

LORD and followed the Baals. Now L Qe?me,fjicrat?q 0 afnd SETOEEIED
x EOE AAIl 80
therefore send and gather all Israel to me

at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Chuck SwindollElijah, p. 82.
Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who

AAO AO * A UAKkdsh8asdo).0AAT A G

What a man of faith and character!!! So the duel is on and Elijah essentially shows to

Ahab and to all the different priests and prophets of Baal that their gods are merely a
figment of their imagination. They could not reign fire down and Elijah mocked their

gods saying (I imagine in a sarcastictone), O# OU A1 1T OAh &£ O EA EO
musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and

i 000 AA A(xtkngsA8:2A./lGah then was able to call upon the God of Israel

to reign down fire to show that there is only one God (1 Kings 18:31-38). This would

ensure to the onlookers that nobody violates the commandments of God even when

there is only one prophet left.

“But what does that mean for me? What is the point of looking at an old story that
really has nothing to do with me because last time | checked, there are no shrines to
Baal nor are there Asherahs lying around our house?”

MAIN EMVENT

So what leads a people to cut themselves in the name of gods or a god? Intense
devotion? Stupidity? Perhaps these people began to worship Baal and various other
gods because somewhere along the line they simply lost their bearings. They lost
their identity and who they were became associated with what they followed and

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 3



pretty soon what they followed is what consumed them. So let me ask you....

O7EAQO EO Bredkiup ikd®fdlpgod 3 and come up with a creative and
unique definition. Write it below.

“Idolatry is usually defined as worship of any cult image, idea, or object, as
opposed to the worship of a monotheistic God. It is considered a majof sin in the
Abrahamic religions whereas in religions where such activity is not considered
as sin, thea n i ~e  k h] p’h(enwikipedia.agmlki/ldolatry)] Yo aj p
Idolatry is simply anything that takes one away from worshipping God @almighty!
When you sethis It would help, as the teacher, if you came up with your own définitgothe
color fontit will be responses on the board.
blank in the student
booklets. These are
Robbieds f
and you can take
them or leave them.
If you get stuck in
discussion they are
there to help!

If we use the definition an idol is anything that takes the place of God then we start
to understand a little bit what idolatry really is. True, we may not offer our blood to
the gods of Baal nor do we have carved images of Buddha sitting on our mantels in
our homes but it can be argued that the United States of America is one of the most
idolatrous nations in the world.

Why is that? Share your responses (in small groups) and write your answers in the
space below:

Look all around you arabywill find people who are consumed with everything lexcept
God. We have the highest deheientiravorld because we live in a period where
people buy product, after product, after product. There are teenage girls whp are never
satisfied with the thes they wear and are always out on the prowl looking to buy the
next pair of jeans or makeproduct. There are teenage guys who cannot accept their
"k eao ]J]o Fk° o pailha ]j ok pdaul | qil
hours on end ook good for the ladies. Americans live in this constant state of
discontentment with what they have because there is always the problem out there that
plagues thamit is what they do not have!
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In the fall of 2008 when the American economy went into the tank there were a
number of suicides by top executives that showed where people placed their hopes
and dreams. David Kellermann who was the Chief Financial Officer of a mortgage
company called Freddie Mac committed suicide. New York lawyer William Parente
killed his wife and two daughters before killing himself in a Maryland hotel room April
19. He had reportedly lost about $27 billion for his clients. Rene-Thierry Magon de la
Villehuchet, founder of AIA Group, slit his wrists in his New York office after losing
$1.4 billion (U.S.) in Bernie Madoff's Ponzi scheme.

What is the deal with all of this? | believe with every ounce of my being that when
you give your heart to something else it then consumes you to the point where
nothing in this world matters.

Jesus said it this way: ONo one can serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
I OEAO8 910 AATTT O @ADexd). ' T A AT A 111 AUb

What does a master mean?

A mater is someone or something who exercises authority over someone. The Greek
word fof‘mastet is kuriosnvhich is also translatéord’ in the New estament. So
when Jesus say#0 man can serve two mastgr@lso can mean no man can sefve
two lords!

Where are we going? In these 12 weeks we will explore the issues of idolatry in our
lives and since this is a split class we have the opportunity to discuss things from a
gender specific perspective. Itis true that guys have very different idols than girls so
this gives us the liberty to discuss those issues freely without someone from the
opposite sex looking over our shoulder.
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| ask that you give these lessons a chance. Do not simply sit there and go through the

motions of class counting these lessons as “good ideas” yet making no serious

application in your own lives. | want you to look at the lives of people who struggled

in Scripture and answer this question for me:

0) O OEAOA Al ET OOAT AA ET 3AOEDO@LBmAat x EAOA C

-~ Ve - s o~

OEA AAOGEA 1 AOGAT OOWeq@diaksivets betol:OE EAT T AOOUe 6

What about Adam and EVe& n a | p ptdeadslrof kmowledgecotgoaa and
evil? Or what about Samson? Was his idolidot tdie sinful relationship with
Deliah? Or even Peter? Was his struggle not the struggle of the idol of contentment an
safety?Allow them to think about this one for a few moments and even encourage some
disagreement and healthy argumentation.

I want you to do an exercise for me. Hopefully you are groups of three and | want
you to look up the verses below and share what each of them says about idolatry.
Simply don’t regurgitate (gross word but it gets the point across) what the verse says
rather write down what the verse means in your present circumstance.

Crunched for time? Psalm 16:4 -
Assign these verses
to various groups. Psalm 44:20-21-

Onegroup gets
Psalm 16:4 and
44:20-21 and the
next group gets Luke .
12:15, etc. Luke 12:15 -

Matthew 6:19-21 -

Romans 1:25 -
1 Corinthians 8:4 -

Colossians 3:5 -
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James 4:1-2 -

CREDATS

| want you to do some homework. | want you to actually spend some time looking at
your life and what you do and where your focus is. This can be something you do
daily or something you save until the end of the week (most of you will do it right
before the class). | want you, based on the definition you came up with for idolatry
above, look at the idols in your life. They can be visual (internet, TV) conceptual (the
obsession of having a boyfriend/girlfriend) or even physical (clothing, body image,
etc.). Would you do me a favor? Be honest and open about this. As we will see
later... these are the things that can destroy us.
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Lessdtr Believing in NothiRgrt 2

PREVIEWS

Break up into groups of 2-3 and look at the following pictures and discuss them as a
group using the questions below.
Make sure you

- How does this image relate to idolatry? understand what
each image is trying
- In what ways does this image take the form of God in to convey. Go

through each image
asking a different

roup a different
- Do | personally struggle with this? guesFt)ion.

people’s lives?
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Remember last week we defined idolatry as L A
anything that takes away from worshipping O!'TUOEET ¢ AAT AA

the Almighty. We discussed a few Scriptures
pertaining to idolatry (it may help if you
review them) and | also gave you some

everything AO AAAT Al

Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. xvi.

homework. | asked you to go home and look

at the different idols in your lives. | wanted

you, based on the definition we came up with for idolatry, to look at the idols in your
lives. They can be visual (internet, TV) conceptual (the obsession of having a
boyfriend/girlfriend) or even physical (clothing, body image, etc.).

So what did you discover? What were/are some of the idols lurking in your lives?
Share your answers with the class.

Tell them that this is a
safe place for them to
discuss this and that
whatever they share will
not be disclosed to
anyone else.
Confidentiality is a must.
Si mply say,
safe placetolsar e ! «
sure to engage them in
good discussion as to
why they are struggling
with these idols!!!

£

Some of my examples: Pride, food, security, TV, cell phone, Intg
knowledge, agendas. Some typarade responses would be:

popularity, media, relationships (or lack thereofeggdf(i.e. wearin
clothes so people would look at you), perfectionism, and any se

drnet,

[{®]

fishness.

Something to keep in mind is that an idol can be absolutely
anything that takes the place of worshipping God Almighty!!! It
does not have to be something external because often the
external is a reflection of something that is already occurring in
your hearts internally.

MAIN EMVENT

Turn to Exodus 20. What are the 10 Comandments?

Hp s] o
God in a way that was extraordinary from the world in which they lived. A per
would follow these commandments (remember there are more thamd®eontsam
the people of Israel followed) would different than the world and this was an e
someone who was submissive and obedient.

pda "“acejjejc _kii]l]j o pd]lp
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The 10 Commandments in Exodus 20 can be
divided this way:

1. Commandments 1-4: Our Relationship
to God

2. Commandments 5-10: Our
Relationship to Each Other?

Read Exodus 20:3-5 or better known as
Commandments 1-2.* Keep in mind that what you
are reading is the very bedrock of Christianity for
this is our very foundation to which we came
from. We may not follow the 10 commandments
like Israel but God wrote these things for his
people (see Rom. 15:4).

Commandment #1 (Exodus 20:3): You shall have no other gods before me.

Commandment #2 (Exodus 20:4-5): You shall not make for yourself a carved
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to
them or serve them...

The very basic, most fundamental question is this, O 7 E U
entireseti £ AT 11 AT AGh 0OOI AdOh 1

Because you cannot serve two things at one time and be very successful at it| If | were
to tell my wife that there is another woman in the picture her response would be
overwhelmingly gtive. If you are working for an employer and yet you come to work
each day and play on the Internet and text your friends then the employer will|more than
likely have a negative response. Companies, marriages, and relationships alljwork on
something #ad a relationship. When one party fails to participate in that relatipnship it
simply does not work. Ask them thi¢hat is the difference between an acquaintance

3. Interesting note on the twdold division. When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment in
Matthew 22 he responded with two commandments. The first is that one should love God with all of his heart and
the second is hat one should love his or her neighbor (22439. Perhaps Jesus, in a way, is summarizing the 10
=hffzg]f”"gml _hk pa~rg a”™ | Zr| gFho” Ah]A ma” _bklm 2 \|
gr"b a[hkA ma” eZlm 4 \hffzg]f"gml Ziier,

4. See als Deuteronomy 5:® for a neat crossreference.
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and a best friend?0dds are their response is that an acquaintance is someong
sinmply know but a best friend is someone you devote time and energy on? Sqg
say that the first two commands of our religious heritage says that God does 1
be an acquaintance but wants to be the best friend!

> you
it is safe to
ot want to

This leads us back into the discussion of idolatry. You see, if you look at Exodus 20:5
you will notice two words in that context that belong only to God. The two words
are “bow down” which is an action of worship only meant for the one, true God of
Israel. So when you have these idols in your lives the Biblical writers (really God) is
saying you are doing nothing more than worshipping them.

When a bunch of guys are
walking in the mall and notice
a cute girl wearing revealing
clothes and they jerk their
necks to look at her and then
all they can do is think about
her that is an act of worship.
When we look at ourselves in
the mirror wherever we go
checking out how our muscles
look or how our figure looks
and then comparing ourselves
with others that is an act of
worship. When we elevate a
dream of who we are and where we are going to be that is an act of worship. When
we look at our lives and think of how successful we are, that is an act of worship.

So what is idolatry? It is anything that takes the place of worshipping the Almighty.
But | have something else to define it for you. Read this long but necessary quote as

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie
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a class together:

“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should
you lose it, your life would feel hally worth living. Anidol has such a controlling
position in your heart that you can spend most of your passion and energy, your
emotional and financial resources, on it without a second thought. It can be
family and children, or career and making money, or achievement and critical
acclaim, or saving ‘face’ and social standing. It can be a romantic relationship,
peer approval, competence and skill, secure and comfortable circumstances,
your beauty or your brains, a great political or social cause, your morality and
virtue, or even success in Christian ministry. When your meaning in life is to fix
someone else’s life, we may call it ‘co-dependency’ but it is really idolatry. An
idol is whatever you look at and say, in your hearts, ‘If | have that, then P’ll feel
significant and secure.” There are many ways to describe that kind of
relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is worship.” Tim Keller,
Counterfeit Godgp. xviii.

What are your reactions to that quote? Do you agree or disagree with it? Why or
Why not? Write your answers below:

| am immediately drawn to my family for | believe sometimes it is only natural fo serve
your family more than you serve God. | have reoccurring nightmares that one or more of
my family member dies. Bdone | have that nightmare | wake up and am haunted

with the same questitWhat if that were to really happenf?e answer to that
guestion has taken different shape and form over the years. At first, | told myself that |
would not be able to gormhwaould desire for all to end. Then, studying Job more and
more, | realized that the more you lose something the more it should call you into the
realization that a life without God is no life at all even if you have everything! Each day
is a blessingdm God and with or without my family | must serve him alone for he was
there before my family and in Him alone will I be with after my family.
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Before we conclude we must look at three basic metaphors the Bible uses to
describe how people relate to the idols of their hearts (Keller, Counterfeit Godsxxi-
Xxii):

1. They LOVHdols.” What does it mean to love an idol?’

Like a marriage. You love someone and your whole devotion is for them
alone.

and them

2.  They SERVIdols. What does it mean to serve an idol?

then your whole life would collapse.

When you serve someone or something and they are the peace and security you
need. Every component of your life is to serve this idol and were you nof to serve it

3.  They TRUSTdols. What does it mean to trust an idol?

This means that an idol in this capacity is one in which we place as our L
Master. Instead ¢fn God we tru8tywe put something else in that place. In
success we trusin growth we trust. On and on we could go.

ord and

5. ldolatry is seen as adultery towards God. Jeremiakd241 Ezekiel 16683; Hosea ¥4, Isaiah 54:58;
62:5.

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie
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CREDATS

O7TEAO 1 AT U PAI D
Dol Al Ai 66 AOA O

1A 7

Ei DI

Perfectionsm, workaholism, chronic
indecisiveness, the need to control the
lives of otherg all of these stem from

making good things into idols that
drive us into the ground as we try
APDPPDAAOA OEAI 8

Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godg. xxiii

then
to
Y AT I

Last week asked you to go home and
look at the idols in your own lives. This
week is a little more intensive. Out of the
idols you struggle with pick something
that you struggle with the most. It can
be Facebook, TV, texting, wearing
revealing clothes, looking at the opposite
sex inappropriately or whatever. | want
you to fast from this for a complete 24
hours. Journal about your struggles from
this and if you can’t do it then explain
why you can’t do it. This should prompt

us in for good discussion next week but if you do not do the homework then you are
the ones who will make class boring.

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie
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Lessd@r Getting Everything You Wanted

PREVIEWS

Remember last week | asked you to pick an idol you struggle the most with and fast
from it for a period of 24 hours. Break into groups of 2-3 and take 5 minutes to ask
the following discussion questions:

Did you, as a teacher, - What did idol did you fast from and why (If you

LN ST did not fast from anything then explain why you
some of your struggles did not do it)?
with the students. After id not do it):

group discussion has
ended (5 minutes or so)
ask a coufe groups to
share some of their - Describe how difficult it was to go without this
responses. You are idol for 24 hours. What emotions did you have?
L) Lo MIIEIL Lol Did it consume your mind? Were you tempted in

I ith the idol
Ztrzgq[g zfg\rl:ﬂ‘ty ttheerlgcéd any way to follow the idol? How so?

for God to be first in
their lives!!!

- Having gone through this process what does this tell you about your
relationship with God?

Mick Jagger, who is the lead singer for the Rolling Stones, sings a song called, “You
can’t always get what you want.” In that song he points out the reality that in this
life we will struggle because inevitably we must come to the understanding that
there are things we want that we may never get! Jagger said, “But if you try
sometime, you find, you get what you need.”

But let’s imagine a world in which you would get everything you possibly could want.

If you wanted a nice rolex—you would get it. Maybe you wanted that cute guy that
nobody else could get—he’s yours! Or maybe it is a nice marriage, two kids (a boy

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie
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and a girl), a 4 bedroom 2 bath house with a two-car garage, and a happily ever
after—you got it!

Here’s the question you need to discuss in your groups: Is getting everything you
want a good thing? Why or Why not? Write your answers in the space below.

This question is specifically pertinent to me because it leads us to ask'Atrse|ves,

wHl p | kejp _]]j s’anadhijghschookbible §tudy class j gsked tipat ?
guestion to some of our teenagers and | remember the looks on their faces when they
responded. They were dumbfounded and confused and what girl shrugged her
shouldersrad saidtomé&H ~ k | 7 Are ypu derols? Have we gotten to the point
where we can no longer be content in our own circumstances and our happiness is
gauged in what we want instead of what we alreadlettuay everything we
wanted will only heathings worse.

Have you ever got everything you wanted for Christmas?
What is the response? | got everything | wanted one year
and instead of being content with what | had | said to
myself, “What’s next?” You see, when we get what we
want, we always want more This is, in essence, the fuel Sm —
that the fire of idolatry breathes on!® How many of you o
have said to yourself, “If we just won the lottery we could %‘*o;“;‘mezr,,_sff.ooo.wo
do this or that”? How many people have ruined their = e
lives because they won the lottery, inherited a huge { e

fortune and then were consumed by all of the greed and :

i e
,. N “‘,\
? b = =y |
money? ? %

6 . Take Romans 1:25 for example. Paul said that God gave them (Romans) over tdebees of
their heart and the result of getting their desires was that they worshipped the creature rather than the Creator!
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Tim Keller writes, “If we look to some created thing to give us the meaning, hope,
and happiness that only God himself can give, it will eventually fail to deliver and
break our hearts” (Counterfeit Godsp. 3).

MAIN EMVENT

Today we are going to learn about a man who got everything he wanted and was put
to the test to see what his intentions were. This story is one of the most
controversial stories as it calls for readers to believe that God would test an individual
to offer a human as a sacrifice for atonement. Something that was contrary to His
goodness and mercy. Sound crazy? Turn to Genesis 22!

Before we read the story you need to understand
memorize this part somethin’g. We are jumping i.nt(.) the grand ﬁnéle of .
instead of reading it. Abraham’s story but the beginning plot starts in Genesis
Just summarize the 12:1Bwhere God called Abraham out of the familiar to lead
main points! him to a place that was unfamiliar. God told Abraham he
would be blessed with many nations and that these nations
would be blessed through his offspring (Gen. 12:7; the word
means “seed” in Hebrew).

It would help if you can

All biology teachers will tell you that in order to have offspring that means you must
have children. There was a problem—Genesis 11:36dicates Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
was barren (meaning should could not physiologically

have a child)! 3
Y¥ou canscreamat me, call me

But Abraham believed in God but the days turned into e 2 Sh(.)Ot S EIBIEIE K2
me waiting for hours- as long

weeks, -the weeks turned into months, jche months as what ends up on the screen i
turned into years and the years turned into decades and PAOEAAODS G

still no child (see Genesis 15:2 for a taste of Abraham’s

frustration). Describe a time when you had to wait for Arnold hwarzenegger
something you wanted so bad. What were the

circumstances and what was it like waiting?

Nothing was more agonizing then waiting for myfirsisfuinistry opportunity. |
had faith and confidence in God that he would place me in the right congregation but
there were other men applying for the job. | asked‘fyisgl§hould | get this job
instead of someone élséfe weeks and months withqattone call or letter only
made my wait more troubling. | could not sleep, | could barely eat, and then|l started
guestioning myselfhis questioning ultimately led me to believe that maybe Gpd did
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all!

not want me to be at these churches or maybe Gaidadidtrme to be in ministry|at

Finally, though, a son was born to Abraham (100 years old) and Sarah (90 years old)
and they named him “Isaac” which means laughter in Hebrew perhaps because of
their disbelief that God could grant them a son at this age or behaps because he

brought them so much joy (see Gen. 17:17; 21:5).

So now we come to Genesis 22!

On Western literature, the episode known in
Hebrew as the akedah (the binding of Isaac) is

Genesis 22:1-3 After these things
God tested Abraham and said to

A N £ N s s

600AI 1 U OAEAOOAA Of A(EELN OLAOAEATAS !TA E
This mistranslation distorts the essence of the O( AOA K A )OAE AR O4AEA
AOART Oh A1 O AO OEA ©OOI ( son,youronlysonlsaac, whom
saciificed and God makes it clear that Hever ~ You love, and go to the land of
xAT 00 EOI AT AAET ¢cO OI1 Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the
Rabbi Joseph TelushkiBjblical Literacy, p. 37. mountains of which | shall tell
UT O%@Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his donkey,
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.
So let me ask you, why is God doing this? Share your answers below:
Clyde Woods writéslow startling these words must leretb Abraham! Not only
e da hkra Ho]] _ "~ aal hu sepd ]J]hh |] Dblop
in the promises God made t¢ (@ra kl ha o Nh' S abxpdugp.aj p Mk

Aqp 1T kna ] paop kb

55). Of course this is a test but why does God nestdAoraham if he already
knows his heart? Essentially what God is doing is making it clear to Abraham that this
son who you love so much is not to be in between me and you! It is not a test of faith

more than he loves his long awaited son? This is the test!

h Wwaysan!tact bu@does|hd Ibve Goml b ] e
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This was important for Abraham to understand! Tim Keller writes, 0) T A1

ET EAEOEAOAI EOOEA AOI OOOA 1 EEA ditddoddidupAT AAC
in abilities and achievements, but in ancient times, all the hopes and dreams of a man

and his family rested in the firstborn son...The firsthbeonwasOE A AAT E1 U6
(Counterfeit Godsp. 9).

Genesis 22:4-8 * On the third day Abraham @EA xI OA OOl T35 |

lifted up his eyes and saw the place from UATGIEIBIE e EEEOUIE (222, & &

5 : . 7, 8,9, 10, 12, 13, 16). The
afar. > Then Abraham said to his young men, emphasis is inescapablébraham

Cstay here with the donk.ey; | and the boYWiII EARAO A 171100 Al €
go over there and worship and come again to
you.6 ® And Abraham took the wood of the Bruce K. WaltkeGenesisp. 305.

burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.

So they went both of them together. "And IsaacsaidtoEE O AAOEAO ! AOAEAI
/A O ENhdha €oid, CHeream |, myson.6 ( A E2lokl AHe fir€and the wood,

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?6 ® Abraham said, Gzod will provide for

himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.6 So they went both of them

together.

If you were Abraham, what thoughts would be going through your head?

Notice that the journey takes three day4)(2®2/hat conversations did Abraham |have

on the way with Isaac knowing that these might be the last words he ever says to his
okj ? Egnpdani kna, eb Ho]] _ eo @ n|]d]i
torment of having to part with somethirepsand dear to his heart. Abraham is
probably in a mess!
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Tim Keller writes, 04 ET OCEO OEA AT i1 AT A xAO AT I POAEAT

ATU 1 AOO OAOOEAI As | AOAEAI xAO EAAAA xEOE
means thatlsaat O | EAA EO &I OLZAEOS 9A0 '"T A EO AIO
bless the world through Isaac. How can God be both holy and just and still graciously

Ol £E11 EEO POI i EOA 1T £ OAl OAOEbGuhtefdit ! AOAEA

Godsp. 10-11).

Notice that this story is not about Abraham’s ability to get Isaac out of this mess!
Genesis 22:8 says that the Lord will provide so if anyone will deliver it will be God.

Genesis 22:9-14 ° When they came
to the place of which God had told
him, Abraham built the altar there
and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood.
Then Abraham reached out his
hand and took the knife to

. slaughter his son. " But the angel

- of the LORD called to him from
heaven and said, QAbraham,

~ Abraham!6 And he said, CHere am
1.6 *? He said, o not lay your hand
on the boy or do anything to him,
for now | know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your
son, your only son, from me.6
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him

?(;Ah&/ \.‘.. - - .;, b R S
Picture 1: Rembrandt's Abraham's Sacrificel655, etching was a ram, caught in a thicket by
and drypoint. Israel Museum, Jerusalem, gift of Frederick his horns. And Abraham went and
M. Mayer, New York took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering instead of his son. ** So Abraham called the name of that place, (The
LORD will provide®; as it is said to this day, GDn the mount of the LORD it shall be

provided.o

What are your reactions to the ending of this story?
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It ends well but not only because of Abraham but because of God! Abraham knew all
along that God would provide (hasusaac) and his love for God was neglaced
with his love for Isaaé\braham did not succumb to a relationship idol that placed his
relationship with Isaac above his relationship with Gadso a testament to Isaag in
his confidence witlisifather. Notice that if Isaac had the strength to carry the wood
(22:6) then surely he had the strength to resist Abraham with this supreme test.

When God says, “Now | know that you fear God,” (22:12) what he is sayingis, 0. T x )
knowthatUi & 11T OA T A 11T OA OE Kbller/Coudtéreitdodp. ET OEA
13).

So what about you? Do you love God more than anything in the world? Take some
quiet time, by yourself, right now as a class and be honest with that answer in the
space below.

At any point in my life | realize the need to love
God more. Confessionally, it is difficult to say that
| am in love with God the most. This is wheré our
journey starts when we admit what we have not

been doing and understand what we can do!

O! AOAEAI 60 ACiITEUET C xAl E ET O OEA 1101 OAE
journey in which God was turning him from an average man into one of the greatest

figures in history. The three great monotheistic faiths of the world today, Judaism,

Islam, and Christianity, name Abraham as founder. Over one half the people in the

human race consider him their spiritual father. That would have never happened unless
"TA EAA AAAI O xEOE O@dler,EduntdrfeittSbdp! 1.OAEAI 6 O E

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 29



CREDATS

x o : : So what have we learned so far? Anidol
O’he most painflitimes in our lives are

times in which our Isaacs, our idols, are 'S anything that gets in the way of

being threatened or removed. When this worshipping our creator. Ar) idol is _
happens we can respond in two ways. W anythlng so central to your life that if you

can opt for bitterness and despair. ~~ were to lose it your life world hardly
/ 081 EEA | AOAEAI h Ul seemworthliving. Today we learned
into the mountains.As many have that at some point we are tested to see if

I AAOT AA AT A 1 AOGAO ¢
realize Jesus is all you need until Jesus
is all you have8 6

our idols are getting in the way of the
ONE we are supposed to love. Last week
I had you fast from an idol for 24 hours.
Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 19 This week, for homework, | want you to

go up to the mountain (like Abraham)

and bring your idols with you and

sacrifice them. No | don’t want you to
literally kill things but | want you to write, on a piece of paper, the idols you struggle
with. Draw a line beside them and then write on the other side why God is more
important (see the example below). If you cannot convince yourself that God is
more important than your idol then that is something we need to work on. Stick with
me—we’re only getting started!!!

|l dol's | StrjugBeaes®Whnsh€&od is more important
Bageball Becage T vill nok have the phygeal abiliky 4o play bageball
{forever
My relationdhip e pergn T an in love vikh may pagg avay or Al in love vikh
gomeone. el buk bod vill rever leave mel
Clokhes S@.)Aeéd\an\geé i really doeg nok makker vhak T vear & long
2 i pleages bed.
Ropdariby bed i ackually eoncerned more abouk the. leadk poplar and
thoge. vho are abandoned rather than the cod pecple.
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Lessehz Who do you Iqv&art 1

PREVIEWS

Last week | asked you to, like Abraham, go up to you “mountain” and sacrifice some
of the idols that you struggle most with. Remember | asked you to list them and
discuss why God is more important? Break into groups of 2-3 and discuss the
following questions below.

- What was your experience like? Freeing? Difficult? Explain below.
- Was it hard to list the idols in your life?

- Discuss some reasons you gave why God is more important.

concept that some of you may or may
not be dealing with. Itis called the
relationship idols. This is a sticky
situation and involves much prayer and
meditation. So before we start this
lesson | would ask that you have
someone in the group pray that God
would be with us in this lesson!

‘ 1 Today we address a completely new

What | want you to do is to take about 2
minutes and write down quickly five things you want in your life. Don’t ask
questions; just write down the answers as soon as they come to you.

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie
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Probably they are going to put things
5. down that are close to their heart. Y
probably will get answers like: a nice
job, a cool car, a big house or
something to that nature. But what |
really want you to pay attention to is
4. to note how many of them put down

wife or a husband on that list.

5.

Did any of you put a relationship down? It is my guess that when many of you
envision yourself in 10, 15 or even 20 years one of the most important things for you
to have is a marriage relationship. Why? Share your answers in class and write them
below.

This should be good discussion in that you will find out, at the core, why they desire a
relationship. | think they will see this is important to them based on their current
_en_qiop]j _a. Rkia | akl ha c¢cnks ql ej d
dysfunctional so the last thing they want is a relationship. Or you may notice a person
who has one parent missing will often want a relationship more than any other thing in
this world and, odds are, they are willing to do anything (sexually?) to theake sure

have a relationship even if that relationship is abusive.

Let me ask you a question, and be honest as you possibly could be, if you never got
married or never met Mr. or Mrs. Right, would you life be worth living? Why or Why
not?

Yal may or may not get accurate answers because as a teenager it is hard tp gauge
what will happen in the future. But, for a select few, this question hits home to them.
Because all they think abouatl they pray aboutall they text, facebook, tweet or
mesage about is having a boyfriend or a girlfriend and then getting Gidsried.
especially are guilty of this as from a very young age they map out who they|are going

pk i ]nnu ]j] dks ep eo " kj a. Ckje |p "ah
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armor?

ever planned out their wedding including what their dress looks like, their wedding cake,
what their groom will be. Then ask the guys if they had planned it out like this. You

will get the point quick when you see that most girls are lookingeiaila Stiow
but soon they realize that tiéiappilyeveraftel’ just may never come and that is

devastatimja ] goa ] bpan ] hh, eoj -pshninganuy ™k u

The problem with relationships is that we treat them as if it is the pinnacle, the apex,

the absolute climax of our lives. So when a
relationship does not work out or if we never
get into a relationship somehow we construct
that either God failed us because we are not
happy like everyone else or we just did not try
hard enough in the relationship and so we

vy only chance to live happily ever
after is to marry my true love

Princess Fiona in the movihrek

failed! Both are negative and both lead to a distorted view of where we place God in
our relationships.

| also firmly believe a
reason why we treat
relationships, marriage
and dating as the apex
of our lives is because
the effect Hollywood
has on a relationship. |
would like to call it the
romance movie effect
or better yet, the
Notebookripple effect.
So many teenage girls
envision what a
relationship should be
like (or could be like)

based on the way Hollywood portrays romance. | looked online at people who are
friends in my Facebook account and you would not believe how many girls put, as
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their favorite move, the Notebook’ If it wasn’t the Notebookthen it was movies like
Sleepless in Seattle, PI1S.ove You, GhodMleet Joe Blackr something else (I imagine
some of you girls are getting pretty excited reading this... STOP IT!). All of this to say
that we hold relationships higher than what God intended and that comes from the
culture we live in.

So why is this important? Why are we talking about dating, relationships and who we
love all over again? Jesussaiditbest: O& 1 O xEAOA UT OO OOAAOOOA
xE1 1 AMatthiel €h).6

In the words of George Thorogood & the Destroyers, “Tell me who do you love?”

MAIN EMVENT

A-100 Aiii Al OAOTI OOR #E Today we are look into another
of Jacob in respectful terms: still, one would havi character from the book of

to have a heart of stone to remain unmoved by = Genesis who was the grandson of
%OA086 O PAET h AT A Ol E/ Abrahamwho we learned about
lies. Yet puzzlingly, almosil bible | lastweek. Jacobis one of those
AT 11 AT OAOT OOh ET AT Al U charactersin Scripture that makes
!ssues, focus almost ex_clusively on .chob. Thqy you think to yourself, “Did he just
ignore the fact that the idea of deceiving IsaaC S 245 that” if you know the
OOOAOACUBG story of Jacob then you know that
he was not the son of promise

Rabbi Joseph TelushkiBiblical Literacy, p. 51 but, through manipulation and a
crafty scheme by his mother

7. By now you know my dissatisfaction with the mthaeeNotebookased on the Nicholas Sparks novel. |
was againstitfromthee hf *gm C | Zp b m, Il g~ " bke mhe] f2* §gNaZm
Z \hfi~reebg”™ eho” | mhkr,h A Cm bl \hfi~reebg™ Zg] "g Z
N
N

h_  fZkkbzZ A~ bl h#zZgml mhz[~ehAd  BPrkbk~ bl hgf~r pzZl* §gSrzZ
_hk

“nr | pah mhree "~ bkel mazZzm bm bl hd mh ateno they ledvethat "
girl and move on to someone else. Was that meant tcsheedl? 7/e Noteboakpe stories are rare because it

f

h
b
a
f

kzk”~er phkdl hnm mazatfpzd Zr bghigAmpS* *&ag [\nmf b g[ Znad f hob "

Zg]l] ma~r [hma ]b~] mh>”2ma~k Zg] bm p Znhatinlreal lifédapicBdg mb\ , A

Z

that way: Bhg”l mer: Qar ] hgAm rhn a”Zk b&drenmamag&butidatedk r h _

inaGdebd” fZgg~"k ma~rg I mzZr "] f Zkkb"] Zg] \Vhffbmm~] _hk

Zgr \Vhib~l Zg]l] ikh[Z[er phneRlamndanewitihtge cy@isghdA|l <~ m Ebl | .
Hh CAf ghm, > Db rhn dghp maZm ma” Z\ mhkihe Lr Zg Ahl e

Notebookhen broke up after that? They got back tolger then broke up again. You would think the movie stars
playing that compelling love story would work it outA @ne with the cynicism. | know, the circumstances are
different. Sorry.

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 27



Rebecca he was able to receive the blessing that his older brother Esau was
supposed to get (Gen. 27:1-29).

As you would imagine, Esau did not take this lightly as he wept, screamed and
begged his father for a blessing—but there was none (Gen. 27:36-38). So Jacob did
the only thing he could do, he fled and went to his Uncle Laban (Rebecca’s brother)
who lived in Haran (Gen. 27:43ff.). Laban, trying to help out a nephew (much like
Abraham did Lot), offers him a job as a shepherd and then promoted him to CEO of
Flock Management. Meanwhile, Jacob was smitten (means he liked her a lot) by
Laban’s daughter Rachel to the point that when they kissed he “wept aloud” (Gen.
29:11).° Laban asked, “what shall your wages be?” (29:15). This is Jacob’s answer:

Genesis 29:16-20 ° Now Laban
had two daughters. The name of
the older was Leah, and the name
of the younger was Rachel.
Leah's eyes were weak, but
Rachel was beautiful in form and
appearance. ' Jacob loved
Rachel. And he said, Q will serve
you seven years for your younger
daughter Rachel.6 *° Laban said,
At is better that | give her to you
than that | should give her to any
other man; stay with me.6 % So
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days
because of the love he had for her.

What are your immediate reactions to this story? Be honest and upfront and write
your answers below.

| think most of the answers you will get might be that it is a positive story higl
the devotion Jacob had for Rachel and that serving 7 years for something as
as Rachel was nothing for Jacoauses in a Hollywood sort of way, their love w
meant to be. Write some of the answers on the board.

nlighting
beautiful
as

8. Guys, I strongly recommend that you never do thisVill go over very badly if you weep after a first
kiss. Understand that this is a cultural thing !!!
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Maybe you are thinking, “How in the world does this relate to idolatry? | mean, this is
an amazing story about love and we should appreciate that story and celebrate it.” |
am not so sure anymore because it appears that, for Jacob (much like the rest of us),
Rachel was his idol! Immediately the author tells us that Leah was not lovely like
Rachel for Leah had weak eyes (the meaning for this is uncertain) but Rachel was
“beautiful in form.” She had a great figure.

Genesis29:21 4 EAT * AAT A OGWEme m@Wife thadt Anday gb in 10 her,
for my time is completed.6

Robert Alter writes, 04 EA A@Dl EAEOT AOO deaBy mearhtib A6 O OOAO
express his understandable sexual

impatience, which is about to be given We maintain the fantasy that if we find our

A NOEOA O1 A gmdHve A Aong ilGeoulingte everything wrong with

Books of Mose®. 155). Jacob has us will be healed. But when our
been on the run most of his life expectations and hopes reach that

. . . . i ACT EOOAAB8B8OEA 11 OA
dealing with the pain of not being lover, no human being, is qualified for that
Isaac’s favorite then being separated role. No one can live up to that. The
from the only person that loved him ET AOEOAATI A OAODI O E«
(Rebecca) and now he finally feels like
his life is going to have meaning, it is Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 29

going to have purpose. Finally he

gets to be with someone he truly

loves. Little did Jacob know the idol he created in his heart that took the place of
God and that idol was something that was good but it consumed him.

You may disagree with me on this but | think Jacob’s identity was hurt because of his

poor relationship with his father. Read this quote: 07 EAOEA O a&AGAT O 1 O
AAOEAO PI AUO A OAOU AOOAEAI OI1T A ET A ¢cOUS
emotionallyz Robbie Mackenzjea teenage guy must work through some painful issues

AT A EET A OAOI 1 OOEIT ($teveCeralij T@eAaleOguyI235A Sacolt AAT OE U
had some wounds and he hoped that maybe a relationship would bandage his

wounds and give him purpose and meaning.

Read on... what happens next is hard to swallow...
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Genesis 29:22-30 % So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and
made a feast. % But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob, and he went in to her. ?* (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his
daughter Leah to be her servant.) ® And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And
JacobOAE A OT Whatds £hi& yoir hav® done to me? Did | not serve with you for
Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?3 % Laban said, Ot is not so done in our
country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 2’ Complete the week of this one,
and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.6 »
Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to
be his wife. % (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be
her servant.) %9 50 Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than
Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.

What are your reactions to what you just read? Write them below!

Hopefully this is where they will engage the understawtiaig®feally happening.
Hp eo aJ]ou pk oaa pda "~ a_al pekj bniki K]

Is happening to Jacob is about the same thing that happened to Esau. Perhaps Jacob i
understanding what happened to him is what hEshd.to

What transpires in this verse is ironic® and unfair. Laban knew his daughter Leah was
not the beautiful one and used Jacob and Rachel’s love to weave a plan in which Leah
would be the pawn in a scheme. Jacob’s response to Leah was probably surprise but
obviously the response was disappointment.

9.Nbf E~ee™~k azl ma b | bgmAk”A"I mbg™ ghm~r¢ gQa~g DZ\ h]
(for deceived) is the same one used inchapte0 5 mh ] | \ kb [ * pGouhteyfeDdogsh84d). 1 b ] mh C
Keller quotes an ancient rabbinical commentator imfgineshe conversation the next day between Jacob and
Leah:

Dz\ h[ C C \Zee"n] hnm gLZ\ a”eAdothgttom®e? | Zkd Zg] rhn Z

Fr~Zac¢ Shnk _Zma"k \ Zee"] hnm §g?1 ZnA bg ma” ] Zkd Zg]
Er"ee~k Z]]1l* §gBbI _nkr 1 bnl hg abl ebil, BAr | AN pazZm
withF Z[ Zg Al .086). "~k
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TimKelleradds, O( A ¢ * AAT AY xAT OAA AT A T AAAAA 2AAEA
and saw only things he wanted to hear and see. That is why he became vulnerable to

, AAAT60 AAAABOBBIOSEA] AABO T &£ 2AAEAT AOAAC
FAIT ET U8 (A AAT OAA AT A mEholirigind dnbiteAn§ thd | 6 O Ol
hearts of all his children, amubisoningthe family system. We have a phrase to describe
someonewhohasfalAT ET 11 OAd O(A x1T OOEEDPO OEA cCOI
thiscanbex EAT EO EO [(EGoOnle@ek Gddsp.3QEA AAOAG

But it doesn’t end there! Look at the sad ending to this story as what you are about
to read is one of the saddest stories in Scripture.

Admittedly this story is one that is no. Genesis 29:31-35 % When the Lord saw that
the brightest moment in the story of = Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but
Scripture. It may seem like we are | Rachel was barren. * And Leah conceived
doing nothing buhighlighting the and bore a son, and she called his name
”gg?ﬂt\'/‘ée Vlil;ct)r\l/sg\tgro:/r\]/t;na?r;o tgt?in 0 Reuben, for she said, (Because the Lord has
{)he root of the prob’Iem andgthat ig ou looked upon my aff“CEIOgQ; for now my

love for God versus our love for othel Nusband will love me.o ™ She conceived
things. Stick with it and | promise it | again and bore a son, and said, (Because the
will get better!!!! Lord has heard that | am hated, he has given
me this son also.6 And she called his name
Simeon. * Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, CNow this time my
husband will be attached to me, because | have borne him three sons.d Therefore
his name was called Levi. * And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, his
time | will praise the Lord.6 Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased
bearing.

What are your reactions to this ending? Be honest and upfront with your answers
and share them below...

It is a progression of despair from hope with Reuben to acceptance of her sifuation with
Judah. She has given up on her husbarfteandly hope is with the Lord!

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 31



Tim Kelleradds, 07 EAO xAO OEA
doing? She was trying to find

happiness and an identity through
traditional family values. Having

sons, especially in those days, was

the best way to do that; but it was

not working. She had set all of her

hopes and dreams on her husband.

O0) £ ) EAOA AAAEAO AT A
husband will come to love me, and

then finally my unhappy life will be
AEGAARS OEA OEI OCEOS
every birth pushed her down deeper

into a hell ofloneliness. Every single

day she was condemned to see the

man she most longed for in the arms

.

I EOAA All EAO 1 EAEAS

-

of the one in whose shadow she had
%0 A O YColetfeit Gdd. 36)E EA Al

But she did move to hope in the Lord and trust in him!!!

CREDATS

This is probably a most difficult lesson so | want
you to do something for me. Go to the following
website (http://www.seventeen.com/
magazine/cover-scene/) and do some research
about the covers of the magazine Seventeerand
answer the questions below:

What images are they portraying about a
teenager’s life?

Is it accurate? Why or why not?

How does this relate in our discussion about
relationships?
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Lessdw Who do you Iqv&# 2

PREVIEWS

If you have enough tirdeget some Last week we discussed the story of !_eah and
clippings of popular magazines Jacob and how both of them had an idol that was
(GQ, Seventeen, People, etc.) mixed up in a relationship. We learned that
covers (Hint: Go Online and Print | relationships can be feeding frenzys for idolatry
them out SO0 YOU  zndifweare not careful it can taked over your
_them). Lo th_|s as alaunching pa; |ite and consume your existence. To show this |
into a discussion of seifnage and . 10

: asked you to do a little homework. ™ | asked you
how our society treats love. ) )

to go to the magazine site Seventeerand do

some research about some of the images
portrayed by the covers. So get in groups of 2-3 and talk about what you looked at.
If you did not do the homework then think about images portrayed in commercials,
in movies, in internet ads and then answer the following questions:

What images are they portraying about a teenager’s life?

Is it accurate? Why or why not?

How does this relate in our discussion about relationships?

10 By the wak | hope you are actually doing your homework. | find it very peculiar that we do homework
for Chemistry, Biology, AP Calculus yet when it comes to homework from a Bible class we feel it is ok not to do it.
Kind of ironicseeiimpa Zm p~ Zk~ ]bl\nllbg bl]heZmkr* ]J]hgAm rhn mab
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The truth is that idolatry is all around us and, in my opinion, it hits us most with
relationships. From the beginning of creation God has existed in relationship (even
before the earth was created the relationship of the Trinity existed) and created man
to have a relationship with him. If you read Genesis 1-2 you will notice that everything
that he created was GOOD!!!

But even good things turn into bad when used incorrectly. Talk about some
examples of good things we use or do that can potentially be bad.

Take a knife for example. A knife is a wonderful instrument that allows someone who
cooks on a regular basis to prepare food efficiently. A knife allows someone| eating a
juicy steak to cut it into pieces that make the steak easier to consume. But how many
people in the United States alone are victims of stabbings from the very same knife that

does so much good? The same could be said for cars, movies, internet and|so much
moe.

So what relationships can turn into idolatry?

Boyfriend/Girlfriend...

Husband/Wife...

Sibling...

Parent/Child...

Adulterous relationship...

Boss/employee relationship...
The list goes on and on! So what can we do to help our situation? How can we have
positive relationships that are not idolatrous that keep (and even foster?) God at the

core? | think Leah had a breakthrough when she, in Genesis 29:35, named her last
child “Judah” which means in Hebrew, “praise the Lord.” You see, Leah realized that
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a relationship without God at the core was no relationship at all and so she confessed
at the very core that it was time for her to praise the Lord.

Tonight we learn some things we can do to change the way we approach a
relationship. But | will tell you this... it

does not come easy. If you do not want
to be consumed by a relationship and “.,{, cont
feel that life is worth living without it 2

then you have to want something else atl &
first.

First, you have to get married before you
can have a relationship!

Confused? Join me!

MAIN EMVENT

| want you to get in groups of 2-3 and answer this question: Aside from physical
attraction, if there were a perfect soul-mate for you what kind of characteristics
would this person have (example z they would be sympathetic)? Make a list of five
characteristics and write them below...

I Caring
I Loving

~

| Understanding
I Servant

| Compassionate

Now, notice that you have boxes beside the characteristics you chose. Of those
characteristics, put a check in the box of the characteristics that Jesus himself
exemplified in his life and in his teaching.

What did you notice? Did all of them apply? Most of them?
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Odds are, the characteristics you would look for in a mate (aside from the physical
attraction) are characteristics that Jesus himself mastered.

What’s the point? The point is this: BEFORE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH SOMEONE
ELSE YOU BETTER MAKE SURE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH JESUS FIRST!!!

Matthew 25:1-12 Orhen the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. * For when the foolish
took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, * but the
wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. ° As the
bridegroom was delayed,
they all became drowsy and
slept. ® But at midnight
there was a cry, ®lere is the
bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.8' Then all those
virgins rose and trimmed
their lamps. ® And the
foolish said to the wise,
@ive us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.8° But the wise answered,
saying, Gince there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers
and buy for yourselves.§° And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was
shut. " Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, Qord, lord, open to us.8 " But
he answered, Qruly, | say to you, | do not know you.8 &

O) O the Jevl@shmarriagecustom for the groom and his friends to leave his home and
proceed to the home of the bride, where the marriage ceremony was conducted, often

AO 1T ECEON | #FOAO0 OEEOh OEA AT OEOA xAAAEIT C
AAT AAOAOIT (8 sthdk BitiefpA©6).

What is the point of this parable?

Gien the context of Matthew 24536and 25:1446 that seem to point to the final
judgment and preparations for the judgment it seems only fitting that the point of this
parable is to BE READY!!! Probably in this instance the bridegroom represents Jesus
andperhaps those who were not ready are those who do not make preparatipns for the
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Jesus!

judgment. For them tifepor was shiitand there was no relationship for them t
have! Jesus is our bridegroom and we, the church, are his bride. We are ma

0
rried to

What if we were to apply this to our
context? Say it was your wedding
day and you got all dressed up and it
was the perfect day for you as you
get to spend the rest of your life
with someone you love. But, there
you stand; waiting with both
families watching in anticipation and
the preacher waiting for the spouse-
to-be to come walking down that
aisle. However...the spouse did not
come for they were asleep, at home,
in their bed. How would you feel
about that person?

O0* AGOO EO 1106 OAI1ETC
that actually happened; he is warning people
of the dreadful fate of those who know that
they should be watching for the coming of the
Son of man but who do not do thi§hereby
they exclude themselves from any place amon
the people of God. The Savior cannot recogni.
them among the saved. While there was time
they shut themselves out. There is no way by
xEEAE OEAU AAT 11 x Al

Leon Morris,The Gospel According Matthew,
p. 625.

Odds are... furious! That spouse-to-be values their own sleep more than they value

you. ltis not fair, right?

Then....

How do you think God feels when we value (love) someone or something else more

OEAT xA

Al xEOE ' A UAO

11T OA EEI e

| 60 COAAOAOO ET BAO
xA A@PDAAO EEI

Oi

meaning. Does that make sense to you? Talk about it as a group and write your

answers below...

OEAI

I 6C

h
p 60

If we believe the Scriptures when they say God is a jealous God thenaludoédation

that we concoct only further separate us from a relationship with Him. When our whole
life is abouthose we are in a relationships with (whatever that relationship might be)
then we are missing out on something. Perhaps we are missirigralihgrihet
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wonderful banquet that is mentioned in Matthew 25:10 for those who have

necessary preparations!!!

So what can we do? You need to get married! If Jesus is the groom and the churchiis

the bride then we must find a way to get into the
church. For some of us that means we have to fall
in love all over again. Remember the Ephesian
church in Revelation 2:1-7 and what they were
accused of? John said they had abandoned their
first love (Rev. 2:4).

What about you? Have you lost your first love? Do
you find it hard to develop a relationship with God
because you have so many things in the way?

Read this quote: Or * AOOOS3Y | AOOACA
"TA 1T O Ul 6811 AOOT EIT EAI
"1 A80 EET CAI i ukdd@oudani A 1
become a participant in it. You have a Father who
loves you more than any other person ever has or
ever will, and you can now discover what it means to
have a daily relationship with him. If not, then your

|
A

own sin will destroy you utterlylaA AT I (W@ fatobsén, He Loves M.

What are your reactions to this quote? Write your answers below...

By now hopefully they are thinking at what they need to do. Hopefully they U
that a relationship with someone elseweitifaéy give them the satisfaction that
comes from a relationship with God. Hopefully they will start thinking about {
they need to take to embrace a God that desperately wants them to love Hin
much (not possible but you know what ) asekie loves therRerhaps this is the

time where you as the teaameedo look into yodiheartofhearts to see if you too
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are practicing what you teach or preach. Leah was much older when she hgd the
wisdom to declare that she would praise ®ad fsher husband. Samson was|in
his final walks of life when he declared that Delilah, his strength or even his prowess
would not be his idol but only the power of God would cqstelhidges 16:23
31). Peter was an old man wRel rebuked hifor, perhaps, having the idolatry of
ethnic origin and not including the Gentiles (see Gdl42:1What is this lesson
asking you to do? Write your answerébelow

CREDATS

A lot to think about in this lesson and so | just have a small bit of homework for you
to do. I want you to look at the quote below and then read Colossians 3:1-4 and then
answer the questions below.

O0) £ xA AOA AAAPIi U i1 06AA AU OEA OEGCEO | £ EE
would-be saviors. We spotrying to redeem ourselves through our pursuits and
relationships pecause we are already redeendddim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 45).

Colossians 3:1-4 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth. * For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.

Can you honestly say your life is hidden with Christ in God? (CHECK ONE)
T YES I NO
If you answered, “yes,” then keep on (2 Tim. 4:7). If you answered, “no.” What do

you need to do about it? “Here is the bridegroom! Comeou® O1 | AAO EEIi 6 | -
25:6).
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Lessd@r Money ldgl$art 1

PREVIEWS

You never thought it would be you but
Publisher’s Clearing House just knocked on
your door and as it turns out, you just won 3.5
million dollars!!! You fainted and hit the floor
but you wake up and realize that it is not a
dream and you are the proud owner of 3.5 million dollars! WOO-HOO!!!

O4EA 1 Al EO OEAE
AOA OEA AEAADPAOGO

Henry David Thoreau

My question to you is how would you spend it? Write your answers below and be
sure to write down what comes first to your mind and be honest. Do not write down
what your teacher would want to hear or what you think may be a nice answer.
Write down what YOU would honestly do with the money.

What | am trying to accomplish with this question is to help them understand why they
make some of the choices that they do. | want them to see what their heartg are rooted
in and | also want them to see that at the core, most Americans have some Ig¢vel of gree
attached to them. Be sure to be honest with how you would spend youir mopey. Here
is my HONEST answer at this stage in my life: Half would immediately go to|the church
and ministry organizations (like Feed the Children, Water Well Projects, etc.). The
other half | would pay off debt with, establish a college fund for my children, puild a
house and then the rest would go into a retirement fund.

Get into groups of 2-3 and share some of your answers with each other. Ask the
following questions below and answer them HONESTLY
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e What came to your mind first when you thought about getting the money?
e Why did you choose what you chose?

e What surprised you about how others would spend their money?

It has been said that Americans are

some of the greediest people in

the entire World. Tim Keller writes,
O07EAT DPAT PI A OEOEO
parts of the globe they are

staggered to see the level of
materialistic comfortthat the

majority of Americans have come to

e s vy
= SIARANANZR A NNLAIE 1 oy 55 mecessitp (Counterfeit
Godsp. 53).

What do you need? At the base of
life what do you need? Money is one of the most silent killers of all counterfeit gods
because at the foundation of money is the idea that nobody thinks they are greedy.
If someone struggles with adultery that is easy to put a finger on and say, “That’s
wrong!” But how do you do this with greed? Greed is one of those things that is
disguised by the idea that the American Dream says that people are entitled to what
they purchase for they have “earned it!”

| want you to know that this lesson is aimed at what you value the most. Its aimis to
penetrate the core of what you hold to be dear and seeks to heal you of the disease
known as “stuffitis.”

STUFFITIS (stuhzfahyztis) [Noun] — The disease inherited by most people in
society that infects the cerebral cortex of
the brain causing all decision-making to be
altered through making more money and

Okeél hope you ki
definition up but nonetheless | thin
it is important that you allow the

buying more things. Adverse affects of students to think about the issue a
“stuffitis” include, but are not limited to, the | hand and how it has affected, at
following: lack of generosity, increased least, Christianity in America.

tendencies towards selfishness,
discontentment, increase in debt and an inability to have positive
relationships.
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There is one cure to “stuffitis” but it takes time, and is dependent upon
participation. The cure is a radical relationship with Jesus

MAIN EMVENT

Money is seductive and most people want it. We are greedy. But if | were to ask you,
“Do you live your life wanting the life of a rock
O* AOOO x AOinde offeA | star, a football player or even a wealth CEO of a
about greed than about sex, yet  company?” most of you would probably say,
almost no one thinks they are guilty «No1” That’s because we compare ourselves
J a3 EOEE not with those who are in the 2% of our society
Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 53 but we compare ourselves with those who are
in our own tax bracket. Think about it...you
look at people in your high-school and most of
them make the same as you but we look at the people who make a little more and
we think, “l wish | had their money!”

Adults do this all the time. For some it is looking at
others who have the TVs, the cool trucks, the
amazing boat, the latest hunting rifle, the newest
cabinets and the newest gaming system (I am guilty
here). But we compare others and look and see
what we do not have instead of noticing all of the
things we do have!

Pliny the Younger said this, ““An object in possession
seldom retains the same charm that it had in
pursuit.” Why? Because it satisifes the hunger for a
moment but that hunger still burns and the next
moment will not be quenched until we buy
something else.

Below are some verses that speak to Greed... break up into groups of 2-3 and discuss
what each have to say about greed."

11 Do you want to have a valuable study that will help you in the future? Find a éogyt* A/ Nhi bl Ze
Biblezg]l k™1 ~Zk\ a ¢\ h-67)andstutlygach Jerde ir(ts ¢ontext0 Alsd gsirh g “ A/ 2qgazZnl mb
Concordancand look up the words: greed, money, eovietr and worldliness. | also recommend you go to
www.biblegateway.com/keyvard you can look up these keywords online incpiatti versions. Then after getting
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Exodus 20:17 -

Psalm 10:3 -

Proverbs 21:25-26 -

Proverbs 23:4-5 —

Crunched for time? Split the verse
up betweemgroups. Have one
group do the first 2 and the seconc

Ecclesiastes 4:8 -
group the second 2, etc.

Matthew 6:19-21 -

Matthew 16:26 -

1 Timothy 6:5-11 -

1John 2:15-17 -

The truth is that at some level we all have a defined amount of greed within us.
Some of us are greedy for clothes. Some of us are greedy for video games. Some of
us are greedy for I-Tunes. The point is that we all have a little stuffitis in us!

Remember our discussion in Lesson #2 about the three metaphors the Bible uses to
describe our response to idols? We love, trust and serve idols!

| want you to divide the class into three groups. | want you to describe what a lover,
truster and servant of money looks like. One group per category. Be creative in your
responses and try to envision what characteristics a person in each categories have.

the data compare and contrast the verses. You will notice how concerned God is with this counterfeit god known
Zl 4§ k~n~]1, A
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LOVERS OF MONEY - Those who are lovers of mane those who spend their days
]jl]huvejc sd]l]p pdau d]Jra ]j Db]ljp]loevejc ]
never satisified, are never content and always are looking for the next opprotunity ot make a
Ngog. Hj r aopi atyfpréoversli pnly provides rragenue to onake mpareg
spend more and have more! If we could sum it all up in one word IDVEDENEEN

TRUSTERS OF MONEY - Trusters of money are those who feel safe and secure about
what they have. Their liae surrounded in security and money to them is a means to
provide safety that they will be able to rest when they are done working!!! Trusters of money
do not have need for God because they are the ones who control their lives because of the
financialiportfolio they have amassed over the years. If we could sum it all up in one word it
would b&RIDE!

SERVANTS OF MONEY - Servants of money are those who have included the love and
trust of money and so now they the only thing they can do is sgriae thahes where
they get their love and trust. Why do so many people committ suicide when things go bankrup
or when the economy goes in the tank? It is because they serve something that cannot give
them the satisfaction only God could give. déildesam it all up in one word it would be
IMPRISONED

CREDATS

O* OO0 AO xA OAOOA AAOOI
i ACEOOOAOAOGHh O1 xA OOAI
idols. Because we look to them for our
significance (love) and security (trustle

haveto have them, ad therefore we are

driven to serve, and essentially, obey

O E A (Titn Keller, Counterfeit Godsp.

57)-

I am here to tell you right now that who
you are is not about what you own! Let
me repeat so you can understand it: WHO YOU ARE IS NOT ABOUT WHATOX@N!!
| know that slaps in the face everything you see at school, at work and with who you
hang out with but it is true!
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Please don’t misunderstand what | am saying. Money is not evil in and of itself but
often | have found that money does things to people’s hearts that causes us to serve
the god of money instead of serving the God!

So what homework do | have for you? Come up with a list again. Only now, list the
things you have and list the things that you need. Be honest with what you have and
then go to the website below for shocking statistics. Here is a taste of some of the
statistics: “At least 80% of humanity live on less than $10 a day.” And, “Nearly a billion
people entered the 21° century unable to read a book or sign their name.”
Also...look at the graph below.

Share of world’s
private consumption, 2005

Waorld's poorest

_r_.-——"f.’- 20% consume

1.5%

World's
middle 60%
consume
21.9%

World's richest
20% consume
76.6%

Source: World Bank Development Indicators EDDSJ

Go to this website and spend 15 minutes studying the statistics... pray about it and
then think of the lesson about the idols in our hearts!

http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats

CHECK IT OUT!!!
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Lessofy Money ldgl$art 2

PREVIEWS

Last week we looked at a few scriptures
Let us treasure up in our soul some of | 3p6ut greed and we noted that greed is
those thlngs_, whlqh are permanent..not . cibo ot damaging idols there
of those which will forsake us and be ,
destroyed, and which only tickle our .are. Why. Adultery C‘?m_ be addressed
senses for a littlavhile.... immediately because it is a black and
white sin. There is no issues in
Gregory of Nazianzudth-century addressing drunkeness because it is easy
Archbishop of Constantinople to diagnose. The problem with greed is
that so many people are affected by it yet
they do not admit they struggle with it. Greed can be compared to a cancer that is
not recognized until it is almost too late. You are blessed though! You have the
opportunity to do some serious heart surgery to see where your loyalties are.

Last week | asked you to look at a website and come up with a list of things you have
and a list of things you need. So break into groups of 2-3 and discuss some of the
things you came up with and answer the questions below.

- Did you notice any similarities between s [meman vl 5e e e

your list and another person’s list? teaching you will do. There are a
few discussion times but this is
where you really teach the student
that idolatry is more than the thing:
we have othe things we want.
Idolatry is a heart issue! | am usin
the story of Zacchaeus as a framir
story for the issues we struggle
with.

- What hurt about this whole process?
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Tonight we learn about a biblical character in the New Testament who probably had
a long, hard, difficult struggle with greed but is probably one of the best examples
we have of someone who overcame greed.

MAIN EMVENT

Luke 19:1-2 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich.

In two phrases Luke sums up the
character of a man whose name
was Zacchaeus: he was a tax
collector and he was rich. In the
first century one of the worst
people imaginable was a tax
collector because they would
cheat people out of their money.
The Roman government required
a person to collect a certain
amount of taxes but allowed a
person to take more than what

—_ » was required from the Jews. In
today’s government we call that extortion. Luke tells us that he was “rich” which
meant Zacchaeus was very good at what he did.

Not only was he a tax collector, he was an architeloneswhich is the Greek word for
CHIEF-tax collector. Listen to one scholar’s description of Zacchaeus:

“Nobody in Jericho liked Zacchaeus. They would have been horrified to think
that, of all the inhabitants of the town, he would be the one know by name to
millions of people two thousand years later. He was exactly the kind of man
everybody despised. Not only a tax-collector but a chief tax-collector; that is,
not only did he make money on the side, in addition to his legitimate
collections, but he almost certainly made more money from tax-collectors
working under him. Wherever money changes hands, whether across a
grubby table in a tin shack in a dusty small town or across a sparkling
computer screen in a shiny office on the ninety-ninth floor of a Wall Street
skyscraper, the hands all too easily get dirty. Whenever money starts to talk, it
shouts louder than the claims of honesty, respect and human dignity. One can
only imagine the reaction of neighbors, and even friends and relatives, as
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Zacchaeus’ house became more lavishly decorated, as more slaves ran about
at his bidding, as his clothes became finer and his food richer. Everyone knew
that this was their money and that he had no right to it; everyone knew that
there was nothing they could do about it.” (Tom Wright, Luke for Everyone

pp. 222-23).

What drives a man to be hated by his family, his countrymen and everybody in the
city? Greed! The desire to want more and to keep more drove Zacchaeus and
probably dominated his life. You see, money was not THE idol he struggled with. It
was something else.

THERE ARE TWO CATEGORIES WE CAN DIVIDE IDOLATRY INTO (Tim Keller,
Counterfeit Godspp. 64-66):

CATEGORY #1: SURFACE IDOLS

Those things like money, sex, spousegrghiidhthers, sisters or anything that is
tangible and visible.

CATEGORY #2: DEEP IDOLS

This is the sin in our lives that is at the very core of our existence. There arg those of
us who are motive by a desire for influence and power and fuene afeus who
are motivated by the need to be liked or appreciated. Money [®dRRASCHE Ol
for someone who ha3EBEHdol of gaining power and influence. So they want more
money not to spend but to simply say that they have control. Moreg become
SURFACIHIol for those who have@iteERdoI of feeling liked or appreciated. They
want more money so they cantbungs that brindpem into social circles or things
that makes them feel beautiful or attractireevery case, money functionsras
idol and yet, because of various deep idols, it results in very different patterns of
behavidt (Tim KellerCounterfeit Gogs 65).

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 48



Do you notice something? All of these idols like sex, money, relationships are not
necessarily idolatrous but become so because of the deep issues in our own personal
lives.

Why does a person have sex with someone (and want it) so quickly before marriage?
Perhaps they have a DEEP idol of wanting to feel loved and the only way they feel
they can get this love is through the SURFACE idol of sex!

Look at what Jesus says in Matthew 15:18- Y &ut wh@t comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, OE A £0h AAT OA xEOT AOOh

What does Jesus mean with all of this? Write your thoughts below!

| hope you understand that this passage is crucial for Jesus is speaking to the Pharisee:
who are struggling with the religious idolatry ofigbing practice and doctrine. |t
was good but Jesus spoke to the core of an issue saying the all the things péople strugc
with, all the things people do against God are simply outward reflections of something
that has already taken place in the he@tD YOU CATCH THAT TEACHER!?!?!?

Evil thoughts, murder, adultery are heart issues and those things are the direct results
of deep, hidden and sometimes painful idols.

Look at The Messagand how Eugene Peterson paraphrases Matthew 15:16-20: Jesus

OAPT EAAh 091 O0h OiiTe ' OA UT O AAEIC xEI Il £011
that is swallowed works its way through the intestines and is finally defecated? But

what comes out of the mouth gets its start in the heart. It's from the heart that we

vomit up evil arguments, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, lies, and cussing.

That's what pollutes. Eating or not eating certain foods, washing or not washing

yourhands? OEAO2 O 1T AEOEAO EAOA 11T 0 OEAOAS8O

Talk about graphic!!! But it is the truth!

So what can we do?
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We have to admit that the things we struggle
with like the need for more shoes, better
clothes, and sex with people and more video
games are all at the surface. Like aniceberg
those things are only the tip of what is really
going on underneath the surface (see picture).

Read these words and comment below: O 4 E E
why idols cannot be deal with by simply
eliminating surface idols like money or sex. We
AAT 1TTTE AO OEATI -embhagdize (
this in my life. | mustot let it drive me. | will
00T B EO86G $EOAAO ADD/
because the deep idols have to be dealt with at
the heart level. There is only one way to change
at the heart level and that is through faith in the
C1 O gWni Kaller, Countefeit Godsp. 66).

Did you catch that? THE ONLY WAY TO CHANG
AT THE HEART LEVEL IS TO HAVE FAITH IN THE

SAVING POWER OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUSFoHREgdhology won’t work... self-
help books won’t work... getting what you want won’t work... the only thing you can
do to stop the madness is to make God your GOD!!!

&1 )4 ( ). 4(% '/
2%3/ ,54)/ .8)4 )
REORIENTATION OF YOUR LIFE!!

3 ./
-0, Y9

3 0 %,
3

)
L #

Let’s jump back to Zacchaeus and see how it worked for him!

i o . Luke 19:3-10 ® And he was seeking to see who

O! AEAT CAA 1 EAA  jesuswas, but on account of the crowd he

OEA OAIl OAOEITh | could not, because he was small of stature. *

So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a

sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to

pass that way. °> And when Jesus came to the
place,helookeA OB AT A OAEA O EEih O: AAAEAAOOh E
OO0AU AO UT O 0O°sdhe ubidd ard tahddoven@nd received him

Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 63
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joyfully. ' T A xEAT OEAU OAx EOR OEAU Aiil cOOi Al
£ A T AT xEP'EDH AADEEAAOB0600I T A AT A OAEA O
Lord, the half of my goods | give to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of

AT UOEET Ch ) ORODROAABOOADAGAI DASBEEI h 041 AA
to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. *° For the Son of Man came to seek

AT A O OAOA OEA 110086

How does the conclusion of this story fit into our discussion of idolatry? Write your
answers below!

Gkl abghhu pdau qj anop]j pd]p ewhy nakn
he repaid the people back what was wronged them. Leviticus 5:16 and Numbers 5:7

stated that if you stole something you had to give it back with 20% interest. Zacchaeus
wanted to give back that plus four times which is 300% interest!!!

Luke tells us that Zacchaeus climbed the tree because he was a short man but | think
there is more to this. Perhaps Zacchaeus climbed the tree because he didn’t want to
deal with the crowds. Perhaps he knew he was a hated man and thought about the
ramifications of pushing through the crowd to get up front. He thought, “You know
what? I'll just climb the tree and get out of sight!”

That’s not what Jesus had in mind. Jesus came to seek the lost and so immediately

spotted the man who was hated the most and knew that this man (Jesus’ knew

about tax-collectors since he chose one to be an apostle) needed a remedy. He sat

with him and ate (a sign of fellowship in the first century) and Zacchaeus’ life was

changed.

Tom Wright continues, 004 1T AAU AUEAOQGAUDDOOBI OOAS AAAT I A
EAO ATT A O OEEO ET O0OA8N xEAOA *AOOO EOh C
AAAAPO EEI AO I AOOGAO AT A OAT OAAO OEAEO 1 EC
follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem, esngphe puzzled and probably still angry

looks of the neighbors. He is going to live out his new life aledtablish himself as

DAOO 1T £ OEA OAT Ax A ALuge @ORAdyoneOB3sL EO xEAOA EA
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CREDATS

CFaith in the gospel restructuresur motivations, our selfinderstanding and identity,
or view of the world. Behavioral compliance to rules without a complete change of
heart will be superficial and fleetigg Tim Keller, Counterfeit Godsp. 68).

What is God asking you to do? This is lesson #7 and by now you may be searching for
questions. Perhaps your search leads you to the deepest, darkest place of your
heart. The place that only God can see (cf. 1 Sam. 16:8) but paradoxically the place
only God can heal. Isn’t it time you get rid of your deep, hidden idols and put God
where he needs to be?

We are not asking for a change of behavior because that will not heal you. If you
struggle with a virus you don’t slap a band-aid on your arm to cure it! You go through
the process of healing inside and out. Many Christians don’t cuss, don’t have sex
before marriage, don’t lie, don’t cheat, don’t steal yet their hearts are just as evil as
those who do!

So look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at you
hearts...look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at your
hearts...look at your hearts...look at
v 3R your hearts...look at your hearts...look
at your hearts...look at your
hearts...look at your hearts...look at
your hearts...look at your hearts...look
at your hearts...look at your
hearts...look at your hearts...look at
your hearts... look at your hearts...look
at your hearts...look at your
hearts...look at your hearts...look at
your hearts...look at your hearts...look
at your hearts... look at your
hearts...look at your hearts...look at
your hearts...look at your hearts...look
at your hearts...look at your
hearts...look at your hearts... look at
your hearts...look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at your hearts...look at
your hearts...look at your hearts...

Please...
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Less@r SuaEss is Everything

PREVIEWS

Perhaps you have seen this in your own life o :
but | hpav}e/: seen it many times ir): the lives of ©- B fhan otherlldols, personal
success and achievement lead to a
other people. Go to a football game and you sense that we ourselves are god, thaf
will see the true character about a parentand | our security and value rest in our
how they treat their children. | often hear own wisdom, strength, and
parents screaming their lungs out at their DAOAI Oi AT AA8S
children because they “missed a block” or
perhaps they didn’t see the wide receiver
who was “wide open” in the endzone. Or
maybe a soccer mom who yells at her
daughter because she missed her assignment at mid-field and they scored yet that
same girl had 2 goals herself in the game. Or perhaps you have seen (like | have) the
angry parent yell at their child because, for the first time, their son or daughter made
a “B” instead of an “A” and now their child’s chances of getting into Harvard or Yale
is in jeopardy.

Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 75

Success. In America the opportunities are limitless for us to achieve but at what
point can we say we are satisified with our achievments? | have heard people say
that it is good to be driven (even saw a Youth Rally with this title) but | do not like the
connotation of it because what drives most of us is the idol of success and
achievement instead of love and contentment.

Toillustrate this get in groups of 2-3 and | want you to discuss what you want to do
with your life (occupation) and then describe why you want to do it.

The point of this question is to think about why they want to do what they want to do in
life. Most teenagers (and adults) want to do something because it willthake|them

most money. Some want to be enterpreneaurs in their field because it will allow them ta
make so much money and the potential to be at the top of their field. Instead of asking
the questidfWhat jobs will help OTHERS prdsper?ask the other gtien,“What
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jobs will help ME prosperQotice the difference in the two? One issatéking
(kind of like Jesus) and the other isseelking.

MAIN EMVENT

It is probably accurate to say that you are a little confused. After all, being successful
is not “of the devil” as one could look at many characters in Scripture and see how
successful they were. So what do | mean about success idols?

What do you think it means to have success idolatry? Write your answers below.

Be prepared febome confused looks. Perhaps you could give an example of someone
who was so driven that they neglected their families, their faith, their values because
they wanted to be more and do more all in the name of progress. What | am moving
towards is a helajt definition of what is really successful.

Now that you have a working definition of success idolatry then, like the physician,
how do you diagnose it early to see if you are idolizing success over something only

God can give? Below is a list of some...

1) You have a profound emphasis on high achievement and are never satisfied
with what you have.

2) You have a false sense of security from your success.

© 2009-2010 Robbie Mackenzie 54



3) Because of your success it distorts your view of yourself.

4) You find that you cannot maintain your self-confidence in life unless you
remain at the top of your chosen field.

What is your reaction to those “indicators”? Would you add any of them? Write your
responses below:

It is my guess that they probably, out of all of the lesspasgateng this one as
much as the other8ut the ones who will understand this the most are the onés who
have had much success on the ball fields or in the classroom or peim#ps even
Bible classes. For them, having a relationship witfi&seygbibut it is my guess
that those are the ones who will struggle the most. Everything to them has gome so

easy and a relationship with God should be just as easy but it does not work|that way.
They are not the ones who control a relationship withG&ddddhe maker of
Heaven and Earth not them. Giving up your control is hard when you have been able to
control everything!

Let’s look at a character in the Old Testament who was driven by success but it was
his success that drove him down.

Turn to 2 Kings 5...

2 Kings 5:1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man
with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to
Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.

Look at how Scripture characterizes this person! No person was closer to the King of

Syria than Naaman. He led the troops into battle and gained victory by the hand of
the Lord. Probably he was a wealthy man since he was commander of an army that
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had amassed a ton of wealth through the conquering of other nations. He had
money, he had power, he had success... what more could he want?

The Scriptures also tell us this man
had the horrible disease known as
“leprosy.” Leprosy in the Bible was
a disease that slowly degraded a
person’s skin methodically crippling
their bones leaving people
disfigured and ultimately they died
from this disease (see picture on
the right for a glimpse of this). The
problem for Naaman is that this
crippling disease is very contagious
and most of his success is
overshadowed by this diseases which is, bit-by-bit, destroying his life. More than
likely he was an outcast and now has to deal with the emotional disparity of being a
leper. At the height of his life he is taken down by a disease.

In the space below, write about a time in your life where you were successful only
to be humbled by something that happened to you.

| remember vividly in higlehool a time when | thought | was the popular kid. A lot of
people liked me (superficiadjuess) because | would make them laugh and quickly |
became one of the popular kids in school. However, | struggled for years with severe
acne (I still have the scars today) and every time | liked a girl | found myself shot down
because of the walpbked. | was welcomed as a buddy but rejected because| of the
way | look. Girls can say they like a guy for their personality or because they are
funny but at the end of the gay still have to look at that person. It was devastating

at the time butag a wakeip call at the same time. Perhaps you have a better|
example but this is mine.

2 Kings 5:2-8 2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from
the land of Israel, and sh_e worked in the service of Naaman's wife. * She said to her
i E OO OMoGidthat ndy lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would
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cure him of his leprosy.6 * So Naaman went in and told his lord, Grhus and so spoke
the girl from the land of Israel.6 *> And the king of Syria said, G50 now, and | will
send a letter to the king of Israel.6 So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver,
six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothes. ® And he brought the
letter to the king of Israel, which read, ONhen this letter reaches you, know that |
have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.6 " And
when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, GAm | God, to
kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy?
Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.6 ® But when Elisha the
man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king,
saying, ONhy have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may
know that there is a prophet in Israel.0

B © e Did you see what Naaman tried to do? He tried to go
to the king of Israel and buy his way into a cure. He
thought that is how all business relationships work.
He thought, “People like money and clothes so | will
offer him the best of both and hopefully out of all of
this I will get some healing.”

The sad part is that true healing comes with pain and
anguish instead of money. You can’t walk up to God
and drop some money in the collection plate and say,
““Here you go God, fix me!” Naaman is a good person
who simply wants healing but he does not have a clue
on how to search for God.

Much like you and | once where...

Or maybe much like you and | currently are...

O. AAT AT EO AAOAO A IdGAI Maarmah i hfterA G& whokeande E O
put into debt, but this is a God of grace, who puts everyone else in his debt. Naaman is
after a private God, a God for you and you but not a God for everybody, but this God is a
God of everyone, whether we ackntage it or not’ (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Godsp.

85).

So what could Naaman do?
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came with his horses and

of Elisha's house. ' And
Elisha sent a messenger to

away, saying, CBehold, |

2 Kings 5:9-12 ? So Naaman

chariots and stood at the door

thought that he would surely
come out to me and stand and

call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure
the leper. * Are not Abanaand Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the

waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them and be clean?d So he turned and went
away in a rage.

Why would he be so upset about this? Answer BAT | x 8 8

EEI h OGouri ivghin O
the Jordan seven times, and

= your flesh shall be restored,

p— and you shall be clean.6 " But

&M Naaman was angry and went

@bpan ] hh, da eo cappejc da] ha’

~o0ki apdej c cna]lp n] pdan pd]j ]

small things(Donald J. Wisemah& 2 Kingsp. 207).

1]

The problem is that Naaman feels he is entitled to more than the dirty waters
Jordan Rive(see picture above&)Waaman expected respect and a pulalovith

oe

and faith. A great man may expect some great thing while God often tests u

N

eo
of the

[/ ha
s with the

All he has to dois to just wash! It is that simple for Naaman but he cannot accept it.

He is angry and frustrated because it does not make sense to him. However, God

looked at Naaman and saw his idol of success and his pompous attitude and what he
did was specifically ask Naaman to humble himself. Think about it: he had to listen to
a captured servant, a messenger of a prophet and then eventually a foreign prophet.

This is not something he felt he needed to do.
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But all he has to do is wash...

2 Kings 5:13-16 " But his
servants came near and
said to him, My father,
itis agreat word the
prophet has spoken to
you; will you not do it?
Has he actually said to
you, "Wash, and be
clean?6 ** So he went
down and dipped
himself seven times in
the Jordan, according to
the word of the man of
God, and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. ® Then he returned to the
man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he
said, (Behold, | know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept
now a present from your servant.d ' But he said, As the LORD lives, before whom
| stand, | will receive none.6 And he urged him to take it, but he refused.

It took some humility on his part to see what God could do with his life and his false
idols.

CREDATS

Qi x AAT xA AOAAE 100 EAAOOGEO EEQAOGEITT 11
ourselves of our sense of inadequacy, in order to give life meaning? Only when we see

what Jesus, our g Suffering Servant, has done for us will we finally understand why
"'TA6O OAlI OAOGETT AT AO 11 6 OANOEOA OO0 OF Al
AAAAOOA *AOOO EAOS 4 (FirA Kebef) Courtietleit @diip. AA.T OE OC
So what are you to do? GFor everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the

iTA xEI EOI Al AO EE i(LORi8:4F). M&belt's tldyodlg@A | OA A 6
thinking so high of yourself and all of the things you have accomplished.

Because let’s face it... what have you done with the help of another? What have you
done without God? Nothing!
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Nothing! Nothing! So we are simply his clay as he forms us into the image of what he
wants us to be. That image means the removal of all idols be it relationships, money
Or even success.

So what should you do? Be washed! Cleanse yourself. It’s really that simple!
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Counkerteit apds

Lessd@y Power ldols

PREVIEWS

His name was Thomas
Clarke and he was the
biggest guy in the eighth
grade. He was one of those
guys that was a legitmate
eighth grader but looked like
he was held back for three
years. All the girls liked him
because he already had
facial hair and his voice
stopped cracking in the sixth
grade. He was a stud on the
' football field and his muscles

already conveyed a sort-of Mr. Universe type of build. He was scary. Not only was he
physically powerful but in every conversation and discussion he had to be the one
who controlled the conversation. He fed off of this high where he would exploit the
weak so that he might be seen as strong and mighty.

| thought I was his friend or at least | submitted to him in hopes that | would not be
the one he picked on and made fun of. All of the things | described about Thomas
(alias “Big Tom”) above, | was the exact opposite. | was small, my voice cracked all
of the time, | only had muscles in my dreams and | had braces. | was a loser. One time
me, Big Tom and my buddy Ryan were walking down the hall and I picked up a piece
of paper and wadded it up and threw it at “Big Tom” and to my dismay, it nailed him
in the back of the head (one thing | was good at was accuracy in baseball). | thought
it was hilarious.

Big Tom, on the other hand, “no-likey.” Like a caveman who had his turkey leg stolen

he marched over to me in fury and proceeded to pick me up by my throat and held
me off the ground choking me. He laughed the whole time while | could do nothing
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in embarassement but sit there as people looked at me. He held me up there so long
my buddy Ryan looked at him in the awkward look as if to say, “Ok, Quasi Moto, you
could put him down now.” But he didn’t. | almost passed out when he finally
dropped me to the ground. He slapped my back as if it was all a joke but | learned a
valuable lesson that day... actually two: 1) Big Tom is an idiot™” and, 2) People who are
power-hungry will do anything to exploit the weaknesses of others.

Get in groups of 2-3 and write about a time when you were bullied or maybe you
were in the presence of someone who had a power-trip. Write about that
experience and share it with others. How did it make you feel?

My goal is to have them process the idea of power and how it is something that gets to
| akl ha o acko. N ¢r they fepddoH af that. ] Peaple Who aré o p a
leaders are often the most pbwegry people there is. Sometimes parents control the
lives of their children because they have this deep idol of power in them whefre they
have to control everything. Speak nbwwucircumstances and share a personal
story to help.

The idol we will discuss tonight is called “power idols”. | know this sounds crazy but
stick with me.

e Do you ever wonder why parents like to control every decision their child
makes? Power idols!

e Do you ever wonder why certain people dominate conversations and refuse to
let other people talk? Power idols!

e Do you ever wonder why people think their way of doing something (ideology)
is the only way of doing something? Power idols!

12. Eventually Big Tom stopped growing and everyone else caught up with him and most surpassed him.
Probably he got a big wake-up call in high-school when he could not power his way with everyone. ldiot is a strong
word but that was how | felt at the time. | would like to see where he is now.
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e Do you ever struggle with letting God take control of your life and
surrendering your soul to him? Power idols!

Think of all of the idolatry we
have in the United States of
America concerning political
allegiances. On one side you
have the Democrat Party who
touts that they have everything
figured out and that their way is
the right way. On the other side
you have the Republican Party
who espouses the same
certainty that their policies are
the only appropriate way to run
a government. Who is right? My answer is nobody. It used to be that when a

president was elected you supported them because he was your commander-in-chief.

Now, if a certain party’s representative is not put into office they threat to leave the
country and proclaim the president to be a minion of Satan himself.

| use that as anillustration to show you that people are simply hungry for having their
way! Itis like a baby who cries because they have to share their toy with someone
else and it is not fair.

Power Idolatry z Raher than accept our They do not have this definition so
limits and that we depend on God, we | ask hem to write it down.

desperately seek ways to assure ourselves
that we still have power over our own (iVes KellerCounterfeit Goais 101)

MAIN EMVENT

Based on time, divide the Suitires between Below are some Scriptures to discuss

different groups. But do not rush it because t| 2 @ 8roup. Answer the two questions
is the meat of the section. Discuss the below for each verse if time will allow!
Scriptures together!!!

Question #1: What does this say

about power?

Question #2: What does the text suggest we do?
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Psalm 25:9 Psalm 147:6
Proverbs 11:2 Proverbs 21:7
Isaiah 66:1-2 Jeremiah 44:9-11
Matthew 19:30 Luke 14:7-11

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 1 Peter 5:5

Something that is consistent throughout God’s
O. E Hide@dicent of what sets word is that he continually places emphasis on
the course of their lives is. _ . the down-trodden, the poor, the widowed and
completell T OOOEAA OE the afflicted. | guess you could say that God is
one who roots for the underdog. | love
watching football and it was a joy to watch
Andrew Rushing and the Goodpasture Cougars
play football. My heart sunk every time they made it to the State Championship

Tim Keller,Counterfeit Godsp. 110
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because | knew they had to play the Alcoa Tornadoes who would eventually beat
them three years in a row (I watched all of them). It was tough watching them gloat
in their accomplishments as they held up two fingers... three fingers... four fingers
and now they have won an unprecedented five in a row!!!

| could care less about high-school football (unless one of my students is on the
team) but one thing | will rejoice is when a team finally beats Alcoa in the state
championship game. It is about rooting for the underdog and | believe firmly that
God roots for the underdog!

But then there is you. Perhaps the idol of power means you think you can solve every
problem every situation. Perhaps the idol of power means you think you can control
every relationship
you are in and you
get some sort of
“high” from this
relationship.

| want you to know
that God does not
work in ways in
which we coerce
peopleinto
situations now. If
you are not careful
then your power
idols will cause you
to look at peoplein a
way in which they are simply objects and you will never treat people in the image of
God. You think the world owes you something for being so good-looking, so
eloquent, so likeable, so this and so that. So what can you do?

CREDATS

G AOGOOE AgAi bl A AlokowerOFna dormal Aehpor@e th diGenseE1 1 O
of powerlessness is to deny it, to find people to dominate and control in order to live in

that denial. But Jesus shows us another way. By giving up his power and serving, he
became the most influential man whever lived. Jesus is not only an examptayever,

he is a Savior. Only by admitting our sin, need, and powerlessness, and by casting

ourselves on his mercy, will we finally become secure in his love, and therefore
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empowered in a way that does not lead to oppress others. The insecurity is gone, the

1 0600 & 0O PIi xAO EO AOO AO OEA oOi10s8 10 A B
wayAl xT E O (@irh Kellef, Colriedfeit Godspp. 124-25).

Homework time! Write out some ways in which you need to exercise more humility.

In other words list ways in which you struggle with pride and then write out beside it

how you can become humble.

Pride Humility Process

| struggle with power of knowledge Realize that | know nothing apart from
what God has given me! Journal what
God is teaching you through others
who you “think” you are smarter
than!!!
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Lessdiy Hidden Idols

PREVIEWS

Break up into groups of 2-3 and talk about some of the “power idols” you have
struggled with that you listed in the homework from last week. Answer some of
these questions:

What did you learn about yourself?

What processes of humility did you come up with to help subvert the issues of
pride?

We are almost done with these lessons on idolatry. This last lesson addresses the
issue of idols that are deep in our core and are often hidden. In Lesson #7 we
discussed a little bit about “hidden idols” but to refresh your minds look at the
Scripture below:

Matthew 15:18-X Y gut wh@ comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil thoughts,
i OOAAOh AAQOI OAouh OA@OAI Eii T OAl EOUh OE

That is a lot that can be buried in our hearts that take some time to discover! One of
my favorite animated movies in the past 10 years is the movie Shrekwhich is a story
about how a big, green ogre discovers a woman of his dreams in the most
unbelievable circumstances. Shrek and Donkey go on a journey to seek Princess
Fiona for Lord Farquaad. The stereotype for ogres in this story is that they are beasts
with no heart or even a soul. In a memorable scene Shrek and Donkey discuss this
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false stereotype as Shrek describes ogres with a metaphor: Enjoy the exchange
below:"

Shrek: For your Something fony you could do is pick two
information, students and have them act this out using
there's a lot more similar voices. Just a little fun thing you coulc
to ogres than do.
people think.

Donkey: Example?

Shrek: Example? Okay, um, ogres are like onions.

Donkey: {Sniffs} They stink?

Shrek: Yes --No!

Donkey: They make you cry?

Shrek: No!

Donkey: You leave them in the sun, they get all brown, start

sproutin' little white hairs?

Shrek: No! Layers! Onions have layers. Ogres have layers! Onions
have layers. You get it? We both have layers.

Donkey: {Sighs} Oh, you both have layers. Oh. {Sniffs} You know, not
everybody likes onions. Cake! Everybody loves cakes! Cakes
have layers.

Shrek: | don't care...what everyone likes. Ogres are not like cakes.

Donkey: You know what else everybody likes? Parfaits. Have you

ever met a person, you say, "Let's get some parfait," they
say, ""No, | don't like no parfait"? Parfaits are delicious.

13. I realize it is unnecessary to do this much to make a point but | enjoyed this part of the movie and
thought it would be helpful. Script from www.script-o-rama.com.
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Shrek: No! You dense, irritating, miniature beast of burden! Ogres
are like onions! End of story. Bye-bye. See ya later.

| know this seems to be a grand leap but our hidden idols often can only be found
when we peel back the layers of all of the stuff. An example of a hidden idol is like
when someone who has money as an external idol but hidden beneath the external
idol is the idol of wanting acceptance or the idol of power by purchasing clothes that
will get them into that clique or with that boy.

Give some other examples of “hidden idols” in the space below and discuss them as
a class:

Think about these yoursslithose things that are hidden perhaps in your life that you
would be willing to share. We are going to discuss some serious hidden idols in this
class so be prepared!

MAIN EVENT

Memorize the story of Jonah before the class. Turn to the O'd, Testament book

is a short 4 chapters and it is SO MUCH MOF Jonah as we will look at a character
than the cute story about a man and a fish. | who, perhaps, struggled with hidden
Commit it to heart as best you can. idols that eventually led him to
depression and even a request for

God to kill him. Sound like the Bible story you heard growing up? Read on and learn.

Before we get to Jonah you need to understand that Jonah was a historical figure
mentioned in the reign of King Jeroboam Il in 2 Kings 14:25. He called the king to
expand the borders of his territory because the Lord saw the affliction of his people.

14. The majority of the t hough tCeunterfeit Godgip.d2663 sson ar e
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The Assyrian Empire was one of the most hated by Israel for they were known as
brutal barbarians who were nothing more than pagan enemies of God. According to
2 Kings 17 the people of Assyria captured Israel and eventually put them into exile.
They were not the most liked people if you were an Israelite. Perhaps, in a crude way
(you will see my point later), you can compare this to Americans and their dislike for
Al-Qaeda. Read on...

Jonah 1:1-2 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2
O! OEOGARh ¢cI OI . ET A GhdotagaidsEil fOr thgitedilihas comi& O U h
Ob AAEI OA 1 As8o

Did you catch that? Jonah was asked to go to the place that perhaps he hated the
most and adding insult to injury, God told him to preach to the these people of
Nineveh. Noway! O' T A acAity o i mercy to the great enemy of his peeple
no more counterintuitive mission could have been imagined. God was sending a
patriotic Jewish prophet to do this no more unlikely emissary could have been

A E T Q#irh Keller, Counterfeit Godsp. 135).

Give an example of a place you would never go to evangelize and talk about what
your reaction would be if God asked you to go there.

Mine would be places of Islamic influence like Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Irdq and
other places like that. | would Igimgt go for it would endanger my life and perhaps
my efforts would go in vain. Yebhbound a little like Jonah!

Jonah 1:3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He
went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and
went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.

Jonah would have no part of this! Assyria was a nasty nation and he would have no
protection, no success as a preacher and perhaps the thought of touching their soil
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was detestable to Jonah. You could argue Jonah struggled with three “hidden
idols”:
1. Personal Idolatry - He wanted ministry success more than obedience to God (Believe
it or not, ministers in churches today struggle with this).

2. Cultural Idolatry - It could be argued (maybe reading too much into the text but itis a
good point) that his national interests with Israel was placed over obedience to God an
the spiritual welfare of the Ninevites (sound familiar?).

3. Religious Idolatry — Moral selfighteousness, superiority over the wicked and the
desire for them not to be saved!

Of course you know the story... Jonah eventually sails but is found out by the sailors
who, per Jonah’s request (and God’s providence), throw Jonah overboard and a big
fish (not a whale) is created that swallows Jonah (1:4-16). Jonah then goes into the
fish and has some alone time with God (and digestive juices mixed with half-eaten
fish... YUCK!!). Read Jonah’s prayer and notice the underlined portion...

Jonah 2:1, 4, 8-10 Then Jonah
prayed to the LORD his God
from the belly of the fish, 2
O A U Elicafldul oubto the
LORD, out of my distress,
b and he answered me; out of
the belly of Sheol | cried, and
you heard my voice.d * Then
| said, @ am driven away
from your sight; Yet | shall
again look upon your holy
temple. ° The waters closed
S - £ in over me to take my life;
the deep surrounded me; weeds were wrapped about my head ® Those who pay
regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love. ° But | with the voice of
thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what | have vowed | will pay. Salvation belongs to
the LORD!6 ° And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the
dry land.

Did you catch it? Jonah is saying that those who follow these vain idols struggle with
accepting the steadfast love of God! Jonah named his struggle while in the belly of
the beast! God gave Jonah a second chance and then asks Jonah (again) to go to
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Nineveh and cry against it (Jonah 3). Jonah preached a sermon for them to repent
and he had a 100% repentance rate... the whole city repented. Praise God right! God
relents and does not destroy Nineveh! This is a time for Jonah and others to rejoice
right?

Jonah 4:1-3 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. * And he prayed
Ol OEA , / 2 &LORO, i&notdhis iatl said when | was yet in my country?
That is why | made haste to flee to Tarshish; for | knew that you are a gracious God
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
disaster. ® Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for

me to die than to live.o0

Do you see what is going on? Jonah knew God’s character all along: he has always
been loving, faithful and just and Jonah knew that! But Jonah did not want the
Assyrians to experience this steadfast love because he was racially against it and
could not accept it. Jonah’s grace found in chapter 2 was nothing more than
intellectual because it had not pierced his heart to change his mind and change his
actions! Consider the long quote below:

O31TTATTA T1TAA OAEA OEAO EZ£ UT O xAlT O OI
Uil & OEIT 01 AT 80 xAIT E Al x1 OEA OOADPO OI 1T xi
look around and not see anyitiy. If you want to know what is really down

there, you have to surprise it by running and leaping down the steps quickly.

Then you will see a bunch of little tails scurrying away. And so it is under stress,

in real life experience, that the true natucé our hearts is revealed. For

example, all Christians say and believe that Christ is their Savior, not their career

or their wealth. What Christ thinks of us is what matters, not human approval.

That is what we say. But while Jesus is our Saviainniple, other things still

maintain functional title to our hearts. Jonah shows us that it is one thing to

believe the gospel with our minds, and another to work it deep into our hearts so

EO AEEAAOO A OAOUOE HiingKelerfiCoteifEiiGadsp. £AAAT h A
144-45).

What are your reactions to this quote? Share them and write them below!

| am led to the Sermon on the Mount where it talks about loving our enemiesg and some
of the moral standards Jesus sets for me.
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Think about where this discussion leads us...

| understand these are hbed issues and perhaps yo
may disagree with me en
foryoutoconsder what i s at s
come from the framework of a disciple of Christ or it
from a framework that originates with a political
belief, a racial bias or a mindset of pride?

What about churches that, in the
name of Christ, said slavery,
segregation and the degradation
of black people were morally
acceptable? Could that be a
hidden idol issue?

What about those who speak out against Republicans or Democrats and draw
lines based on those discussions? Could that be a hidden idol issue?

What about not talking to people based on the color of their skin, sex
orientation, the clothes on their back, the way that they talk or the faith
system they come from? Perhaps that is a hidden idol issue?

What about this... our desire to have all of those members of Al-Qaeda sought
out and killed because of their hatred for America? Is that something Jesus
would have done or does this desire come from hidden idolatry?

What about those family members who think a certain way or act a certain

way? Hidden idolatry?

Do you see how strong this is now?

CREDATS

So where do we start? Hang tight! Next week we look at how to eradicate these
hidden idols and the visible idols! Here is a little homework to do...

Talk to your mom and dad, brothers and sisters, teachers and friends and mention
this to them. Take notes and see what they think. Don’t grill them nor bring
judgment on them but just get a feel for what they think and take notes and look at
what you learn and see if hidden idols really control our society. Just look at the ads
in the newspaper or the headlines on TV...you’ll see.
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Counkerteit apds

Lessohzl The End of Counterfeit Gods

PREVIEWS

extensive journey looking at
the deepest, darkest
portions of our hearts. 1 am
certain that this journey has
. pricked your heart in some
sort of way but we have
done little to address how to
really subvert these
counterfeit idols. This lesson
will address the specific ways
at which you can locate your
: i % hidden idols and replace
them. But before we engage ourselves in that | want you to think about the
homework | asked you to do. Remember? | asked you to talk to your mom and dad,
brothers and sisters, teachers and friends and discuss with them the concept of
hidden idols and what their thoughts were.

Break into groups of 2-3 and talk about what was said and how it was received. Share
your discussion below.

| had discussions with a gentleman about the War in ttdq and | searcce an
“loving our enemfeseemed to be a direct front to that war. This man became very
agitated with what | was saying@odeeded to let me know how | was mis
interpretinghe Scriptures and that what America was doing in lIrag was completely
justified. Pdraps he waright and | am not the judge but | wonder why he was| so

easily agitated like that. | was simply proposing an alternait veesaw that as an
attack. Perhaps there was a deep hidden political idol that coulchimttalkee
another viewpolBVEN IF THAT VIEWPOINT CAME FROM SCRIPTURE!! Read that
last sentencgain and let it sink in.
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What can we do to get rid of our idols and deeply embedded issues? Is there any
hope? Is there any possibility that we can find redemption in God when (for some of
us) we have struggled for so long? Is there hope? Tim Keller writes, Ores, if we begin
to realize idols cannot simply be removebthey must be reglced If you only try to

uproot them, they grow lack; but they can be supplanted. By what? By God himself, of

courseo (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Godsp. 155).

Join me, as we engage a Biblical character and then look at how to find and replace
your idols.

MAIN EMVENT

Do not waste time in this lesson Turn to the Genesis 32:24-31. Remember in Lesson
You must get to the specifics of. #4 we talked about Jacob and the story of Leah
how to discover mhrep|ace idols. and Rachel? Jacob’s life was filled with ldolatry!

The character study calibe Let me explain! From the womb of his mother
summarized to make good use 0 Rebekah, Jacob and Esau were constantly at each
time. other. Then Jacob (I imagine) struggled to gain his

father’s love and appreciation as Jacob favored
Esau. There is no greater pain to experience than the pain of being less-loved by a
parent. Jacob stole the birthright and stole the blessing and now his brother hated
him for it and sought to kill him. Fast forward and we see that Jacob was at odds
with his father-in-law Laban as he battled him to gain Rachel and land and a better
future. He was at war with everyone around him and now he receives this news...

Genesis 32:6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, Oe came to your
brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with
him.o

What would your response be if the man who hated you the most was now coming
to see you with an army of 400 men? Share your answers below...
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| remember a time when | was a freshmiaigt schooandthere was this one pers
who absolutely hated me. He vemaldhrrasme in front of the entire school calli
me various ma@es andcting like he was going to fight me. Just the thought of
up and going to school was horrible because | knew that e tivexre and lould
have to face him againhated it!

50N

g
waking

Jacob panicked and tried to give gifts, livestock and money to his brother and then
Jacob divided his people so that when Esau attacked him he would at least still have
some of his people remaining (32:7-23). Then somethlng happened that was a
turning point for Jacob and his idol s

factories. He was alone, scared, out
of solutions because (as far as he
knew) his death was certain and now
he was getting what perhaps he
thought he deserved.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin makes this
observation: OThe night before the
encounter with Esau may well have
been the most frightening of Jacab :
life. Will God keep His promiséAll Esa be propitiatedby his glfts’7 If not, will JacGb
troops be able to successfully fend off E&dfour hundred men? Or witimorrow be
the lag day of his and his famillylife? In the darknesthere occurs one of the most
mysterious events in the Bible, an incident that establishes the nartteedewish
peopled (Biblical Literacyp. 62).

Genesis 32:24-31 And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the
breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he
touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.
Then he said, Q.et me go, for the day has broken.6 But Jacob said, G will not let you
go unless you bless me.6 And he said to him, OVhat is your name?6 And he said,
Qlacob.6 Then he said, O/our name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for
you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.6 Then Jacob asked
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him, CPlease tell me your name.6 But he said, ONhy is it that you ask my name?d
And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, CFor
| have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.d The sun rose upon
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

How do you think this event shaped Jacob’s life in a way that released his idols?
Share your answers below...

It is at our weakest point kghee find our breaking poilityou notice in the Bible
that when people have their names changed it is a turning point in their life. |Abram
was changed Abraham and Sarai was changed to S&Enemoment is
monumental for Jacob!

| believe this is a time where Jacob finally learned that he was valued, loved and
appreciated in God. He wrestled with God because he wanted to be blessed more
than anything in his life! He would not let go because he probably recognized how
foolish he was up to this point and he is tired of running, tired of being afraid and
tired of the same old ways overcoming who he was. He wanted God’s blessing and
nothing else could fill that void! Nothing.

So what about you? God came to Jacob in the darkest moments of his life and
through the wrestling Jacob was able to find what was most important in his life. He
was able to serve the God instead of a god.

So what can you do? What will you do?

Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us - for it is written, CCursed is everyone who is hanged on a treed - so that in
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might

receive the promised Spirit through faith.

Do you see this? You have the same promise that was given to Abraham. How? The
Holy Spirit! You have been redeemed! You have been bought! You no longer are to
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serve idols and idols are no longer to reign in you! How... Christ died on a cross and in
the darkness of Calvary he became weak that we may be made strong!!!

So how do you find idols? In Acts 19:26 Paul was undeterred as he challenged the
gods of the city of Ephesus. He identified them and gave a replacement with the God
of Heaven being that replacement.

The first thing we must do is discern our idols which means we must discover them!!!
How? Four Ways!

1. What do you dream about?

“In other words, the true god of your heart is what your thoughts effortlessly go to
when there is nothing else demanding yeatict (Tim KellerCounterfeit Gods
168). What do you daydream about? A dream home? Clothes? A
boyfriend/girlfriend? Career advancement? Power? Way is avhich you
may find your idols.

2. Where do you spend your money?

Mathew 6:21 saysyWhere your treasure is, there is your heart &x@mur
money flows most effortlessly toward yous lgeeatest love. In fact, the mark of
an idol is that you spend too much money on it, and you meagetigdselt
control constanitlyTim KellerCounterfeit Gogs 168).
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3. Whatis yourreal? not professed? god?

How do you respond to unanswered pragigfiswdtcircumstances? If you
explode when things do not go your way or when something bad happens then
perhaps you, like Jonah, hadeep hidden idol agai@sd.

4. What is your most uncontrollable emotion?

Why is thismportar®t For some people it is a grudge or anger against someone and
when it is brought up they cannot let it go. Perhaps it is fearunliereyaurt
by someone or something so long ago. Maybe bésgusdyou have done
somethinggainstGod or someone and you cannot let it go!

Whatever the case may be you uncover idols when you uncover hurt. Peel back the
layers and what you might find is a cesspool of idols flourishing because we have not
addressed them. So what do you do? You replace them!

Colossians 3:1-5 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with himin glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

Qdolatry is not just adilure to obey God, it is a $eig of the whole hearton something
besidesGod. This cannot be remedied only by repenting that you have an idaingr u
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willpower to try to livedifferentlyd (Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods, p. 171). You want
to know what to do to solve your idols?

You’re going to think it is way too simple.
Ready?
YOU MUST REJOICE IN GOD!!!

Seriously!

| promise!

Repentance only leads us so
far and often is guilt-based
and really it amounts to self-
pity. Itis not bad to feel guilt
for what you have done but
we must not dwell on the
guilt rather we must rejoice.
CFearbased repentance
makes us hate our selves. Joy
based repentance makes us
hate the $n0 (p. 172).

Why rejoice? Because, as you
have learned, most idols are actually good things. Relationships, money and success
are not bad but when we elevate them it becomes idolatry. But when we rejoice in
God these things do not own us rather we want to serve Christ so much that these
attachments do not enslave us.

This comes through prayer, study, accountability, fasting and struggle. Rejoicing in

God places him as the lover of our souls instead of a vindictive judge who wants to
completely annihilate us!

CREDATS

So what now? What do you do with this study? Here are some options...

1. Throw it in the trash can as soon as you leave. Nothing changes.
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2. Leave it on the pew and the janitor throws it away. Nothing changes.

3. Say to yourself, “That was a good lesson.” Then go home and forget about
it. Nothing changes.

4. Stayin denial and lie to yourself saying, “Nothing’s wrong with me!”
Nothing changes.

5. Pray about this...read more about the lessons...look into your hearts.
Confess, repent and rejoice! EVERYTHING CHANGES!!!

What | am asking is risky business and affects your entire existence. How you spend
money, who you date, what you watch, what you wear, who you associate with,
where you work. When you love God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength
it will change your life.

Are you willing to do that?

Revelation 324Behold, |

stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and op
the door, | will come in to him a
eat with him, and he Witie me.
one who conquers, | will grant
him to sit with me on my throne
as | also conquered and sat do
1 with my Father on his throne.
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